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Charlie Chaplin once said "I am a citizen of the world," which is how I have always 
perceived myself. I’ve travelled to 124 countries and observed the occupants on 
their own turf. My beliefs are not formed by reading Social Media or listening to 
others with no life experience other than what they’ve read online, but rather 
from real-world involvement, interacting with a wide range of people from all 
walks of life. I realized everybody has a story and I enjoy taking time out to listen 
to those tales wherever I travel. I find it quite surprising how many magi out there 
have followed a similar path, or are about to embark on a familiar journey in the 
world of magic. In this issue we get to listen to the voices of artists who would 
have been unheard in the past and to feel their pain. Hopefully we will all work 
together to make a change.  

From day one I structured VANISH as a vehicle for magicians to share their stories. 
I often look for people outside of the normal 'magic' realm, and have narratives 
from almost every race, culture and country in the world. The important thing 
is THE STORY. VANISH provides people a platform to share their journey with 
others. I would like to personally thank Kevin Bethea for his passionate hard work 
suggesting, contacting and coordinating with all the contributors for the Black 
Lives Matter article.

I am also extremely proud to highlight Sarah Fields in this issue as our double 
feature story, an amazing article you will thoroughly enjoy. This happens to be a 
family edition, as Felicity offers a heartfelt article in her regular column, A Squib 
in The World, about Black Lives Matter.

Vanish  continues its series of articles on magic during the COVID period with 
an amazing Drive-In show in Germany, and a “How To Produce An Online Show 
for less than $200”. There have been two types of performers during these hard 
times, those, who sit on Social Media complaining they don't like 'On-Line shows', 
and others who showed how innovative and adaptable they are by actually 
giving it a go, realizing they can continue to make a living performing. As online 
shows begin to slow down, because people start to get out, the smart ones 
have a new skill and discovered ways to continue using their online magic long 
after the pandemic dissipates. I have a very good friend who isn't performing 
online shows BUT is using online shows to book 
work. It's quite possibly the best use of the entire 
virtual trend I’ve heard.

VANISH TV
I am delighted to announce a new part of VANISH 
starting in early July. Once a month I will host a 
30 minute interactive TV magazine style show 
highlighting the current edition of VANISH. I will 
share some photos, videos, etc. that did not make 
it into the articles. I will also list this months Top 
10 Magic Tricks from the reviews, PLUS show you 
the two Product Highlights. There will be Magic 
News, guests and prizes. 

Be sure to head over to Facebook and join:  
https://facebook.com/vanishtv
We will also go live on Youtube at: vanishtv

The premier show will be on July 5th at 4pm 
Pacific Coast Time.
Paul Romhany

http://www.paulromhanymagic.com
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A few short months ago, the entire world as we once knew it 
completely shut down. Today, many parts of the world are 
still in desperate need of PPE for healthcare workers battling 

the frontline of the COVID-19 pandemic. I really wanted to do 
something about that, but didn’t quite know how at the time.

Meanwhile, magicians have lost their biggest platform to showcase 
their wonders to a world that needs magic more than ever right 
now. I knew I wanted to do something but had no idea how, with 
all live entertainment being restricted by lockdowns and social 
distancing. The one thing I did know from two decades in the 
magic industry, is that problems are really only challenges and 
challenges simply require solutions.
Since my first show at fourteen years of age where I donated funds 
to the Jesuit Missions, I have gone on to help raise in excess of two 
million dollars for over a hundred different charities. It’s a huge 
passion of mine. I also have a deep love for the art of magic and a 
true respect for the giants of the industry. All of a sudden it clicked 
and after a think tank with my manager, the concept for Cyber 
Magic Superstar was born.

I figured, let’s showcase all the best magic from every corner of 
the globe by bringing it into one single entertainment hub that 
anyone can join and watch completely for free. Let’s then make it 
super attractive for magicians to upload their content into that hub 
by offering a huge ten thousand dollar cash prize with a very low 
point of entry of five dollars per submission.

Let’s then pull together three of the greatest magicians on the 
planet to judge the entries and award the cash prize to the best 
video… and by “best”, I mean the most awesome video that’s
fun to watch. This is not the world championships of magic. This is 
a competition open to absolutely anyone of any age and skill level 
who can post a real life video online and make the audience go 
“wow!”.

The final piece of the puzzle is to utilise funds from the 
competition to provide protective wear to GetUSPPE.org , a 
grassroots movement founded by physicians and medical 
researchers on the frontline of the COVID-19 pandemic. Their team 
has grown to include engineers, scientists, and people like us 
helping get them and their colleagues the equipment they need.

I’m so excited about the idea of opening up an entirely new pool 
of talent who would never contemplate going on a big scary TV 
talent show. This is not live TV… its not daunting… and you don’t 
even need to show your face or even talk. Most importantly, this 
is judged by real magicians and its not a popularity contest. Cyber 
Magic Superstar is all about having fun, bringing magic back to the 
world and doing something for a great cause.
For more information about the competition head over to 
www.cybermagicsuperstar.com

Sam Powers
Creator of Cyber Magic Superstar
www.sampowers.com.au

win $10,000 Cash
CYBER MAGIC SUPERSTAR 

NEWS

CYBER MAGIC SUPERSTAR 

ENTER THE WORLD’S BIGGEST ONLINE MAGIC COMPETITION AND YOU COULD WIN $10,000 CASH!

The competition is judged by three of the best magicians on the planet and will raise money for 
#GetUsPPE to provide PPE to healthcare workers on the frontline of the COVID-19 pandemic.

You don't need to be the world's best magician to win...
You just need an awesome video that's fun to watch!

WILL YOU BE THE NEXT CYBER MAGIC SUPERSTAR?

ANYONE can enter and the rules are simple:

1. Film your best magic effect in one continuous 
shot (maximum 90 seconds duration)

2. Submit it to the Cyber Magic Superstar 
Facebook Group by clicking “ENTER NOW” over 
at cybermagicsuperstar.com (US$5.00* entry fee) 
 *Plus PayPal transaction fees

3. When your video receives 10 Facebook shares, 
you qualify for the US$10,000 CASH PRIZE.

The competition is open to absolutely EVERYONE. 
All skill levels and all ages from ages 8 to 108! This 
includes magicians, non-magicians, professionals, 
amateurs, inventors, collectors and everyone  
in-between who have an awesome magic effect in 
any of the three main categories of magic:

1. Sleight of Hand
2. Grand Illusion
3. Mentalism

HOW TO ENTER WHO CAN ENTER

Proudly Supporting GetUsPPE.org

Hosted By  
Sam Powers

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT  
CYBERMAGICSUPERSTAR.COM

http://GetUSPPE.org
http://www.cybermagicsuperstar.com
http://www.sampowers.com.au
http://GetUSPPE.org
http://www.cybermagicsuperstar.com
http://www.sampowers.com.au
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FALANGA
The magic world lost a giant as Louis Falanga, founder and president of L&L Publishing, passed 

away peacefully Saturday morning after his courageous battle with a protracted illness.
Born in Brooklyn NY in 1955, Louis first became interested in magic by way of an uncle who 

would show him simple magic tricks during family dinners. Several years later, he became more 
serious about magic after seeing Mark Wilson perform at the 1964-1965 World’s Fair in New York 
and he soon developed a profound love of close-up magic, particularly card magic. The future 
publisher consumed books like Wilfred Jonson’s Magic Tricks & Card Tricks and Scarne on Card 
Tricks, learning every trick in them. He also developed the same habit that many magic kids in the 
New York area had, that of hanging around Lou Tannen’s magic shop in the hope of being able to 
rub shoulders with the many legends passing through town.
 Louis relocated to California in 1973, settling in Tahoma on the shores of Lake Tahoe. He 
got a job first as a ski lift operator and later as a staff trainer for the Squaw Valley Ski Resort but also 
soon found work as a close-up magician in the many exclusive restaurants that ring the lake. It was 
also during this period that Louis would first meet Larry Jennings, an encounter that would change 
his life forever.
 They became fast friends and when Larry moved to Newport Beach to assume the 
position of entertainment director at Magic Island, he hired Louis to act as a host at the club. At 
Magic Island, Louis found himself rubbing shoulders with the likes of Michael Ammar, Martin Lewis, 
John Carney, and Daryl, a period of his life that he always remembered fondly.
It was also during this time that Louis began to develop a significant number of his own effects. 
He decided to incorporate these original ideas and routines into print form and enlisted the aid 
of a local magic pal, Mike Maxwell, to write up the material for a book. Louis Falanga’s Lake Tahoe 
Card Magic made its debut in 1985. Not only did it offer fourteen of Louis’ items, but Larry Jennings 
contributed an entire chapter of unpublished material. The book was well received by cardmen 
and critics alike and continues to be a good seller to this day.
 Louis suggested to Larry that he put out a comprehensive book of his own work and 
Larry, while resistant at first, finally warmed to the idea. Louis brought in Mike Maxwell as the 
writer, Tom Gagnon was enlisted as the illustrator, and finally, in 1986, The Classic Magic of Larry 
Jennings was ready for release.
 What to call the company, though, became a dilemma but Larry had the answer. “It’s 
you and me, Louis. Larry and Louis. L & L Publishing.” And that’s the way it was until 1989, when 
Jennings signed over his interest in the company completely over to Louis.
L&L Publishing, with Louis at its helm, published many books now considered to be classics, 
including four volumes of The Vernon Chronicles, two volumes of The Collected Works of Alex 
Elmsley, Carneycopia, The Magic of Michael Ammar, The Commercial Magic of J.C. Wagner, and 
many other titles, including books by and about Ed Marlo, Harry Lorayne, Don Alan, John Cornelius, 
Roger Klause, and others. L&L Publishing also compiled many magic periodicals in hardcover for 
the first time, including The Pallbearers Review, Apocalpyse, The Chronicles, Stanyon’s Magic, and 
The Magic Menu. 
 In the early 1990s, Louis expanded the reach of L&L Publishing into instructional videos, 
beginning with three titles starring Bruce Cervon based on The Vernon Chronicles books. Then, in 
1994, L&L Publishing released the first volumes of Easy-to-Master Card Miracles. These recordings, 
which featured Michael Ammar, are still, to this day, the best-selling instructional magic videos ever 
published.
 Beginning in the very early 2000s, L&L Publishing was the first major magic producer to 
make the jump to DVD, and for the next decade, produced scores of instructional videos featuring 
such artists as Alex Elmsley, Daryl, Eugene Burger, Max Maven, Harry Lorayne, Jeff McBride, Richard 
Osterlind, David Regal, Joshua Jay, Simon Aronson, and many, many others.
 In his personal life, Louis was a lifelong devotee of popular music (his collection of rock 
‘n roll memorabilia, including signed album covers and guitars, was legendary) and he will be 
remembered by all who knew him as a gentle and generous man. Louis leaves two sons, scores 
of grateful artists and authors, and an astounding legacy to the literature of magic that cannot be 
overstated.
Perhaps Jeff McBride summed it up best when he said of Louis Falanga: “He changed the way we 
learn magic.”
– Jim Sisti 

LOUIS
REMEMBERING

http://www.vortexmagic.com
http://WWW.VORTEXMAGIC.COM


ORDER DIRECT FROM:

WWW.VORTEXMAGIC.COM

FALANGA
The magic world lost a giant as Louis Falanga, founder and president of L&L Publishing, passed 

away peacefully Saturday morning after his courageous battle with a protracted illness.
Born in Brooklyn NY in 1955, Louis first became interested in magic by way of an uncle who 

would show him simple magic tricks during family dinners. Several years later, he became more 
serious about magic after seeing Mark Wilson perform at the 1964-1965 World’s Fair in New York 
and he soon developed a profound love of close-up magic, particularly card magic. The future 
publisher consumed books like Wilfred Jonson’s Magic Tricks & Card Tricks and Scarne on Card 
Tricks, learning every trick in them. He also developed the same habit that many magic kids in the 
New York area had, that of hanging around Lou Tannen’s magic shop in the hope of being able to 
rub shoulders with the many legends passing through town.
 Louis relocated to California in 1973, settling in Tahoma on the shores of Lake Tahoe. He 
got a job first as a ski lift operator and later as a staff trainer for the Squaw Valley Ski Resort but also 
soon found work as a close-up magician in the many exclusive restaurants that ring the lake. It was 
also during this period that Louis would first meet Larry Jennings, an encounter that would change 
his life forever.
 They became fast friends and when Larry moved to Newport Beach to assume the 
position of entertainment director at Magic Island, he hired Louis to act as a host at the club. At 
Magic Island, Louis found himself rubbing shoulders with the likes of Michael Ammar, Martin Lewis, 
John Carney, and Daryl, a period of his life that he always remembered fondly.
It was also during this time that Louis began to develop a significant number of his own effects. 
He decided to incorporate these original ideas and routines into print form and enlisted the aid 
of a local magic pal, Mike Maxwell, to write up the material for a book. Louis Falanga’s Lake Tahoe 
Card Magic made its debut in 1985. Not only did it offer fourteen of Louis’ items, but Larry Jennings 
contributed an entire chapter of unpublished material. The book was well received by cardmen 
and critics alike and continues to be a good seller to this day.
 Louis suggested to Larry that he put out a comprehensive book of his own work and 
Larry, while resistant at first, finally warmed to the idea. Louis brought in Mike Maxwell as the 
writer, Tom Gagnon was enlisted as the illustrator, and finally, in 1986, The Classic Magic of Larry 
Jennings was ready for release.
 What to call the company, though, became a dilemma but Larry had the answer. “It’s 
you and me, Louis. Larry and Louis. L & L Publishing.” And that’s the way it was until 1989, when 
Jennings signed over his interest in the company completely over to Louis.
L&L Publishing, with Louis at its helm, published many books now considered to be classics, 
including four volumes of The Vernon Chronicles, two volumes of The Collected Works of Alex 
Elmsley, Carneycopia, The Magic of Michael Ammar, The Commercial Magic of J.C. Wagner, and 
many other titles, including books by and about Ed Marlo, Harry Lorayne, Don Alan, John Cornelius, 
Roger Klause, and others. L&L Publishing also compiled many magic periodicals in hardcover for 
the first time, including The Pallbearers Review, Apocalpyse, The Chronicles, Stanyon’s Magic, and 
The Magic Menu. 
 In the early 1990s, Louis expanded the reach of L&L Publishing into instructional videos, 
beginning with three titles starring Bruce Cervon based on The Vernon Chronicles books. Then, in 
1994, L&L Publishing released the first volumes of Easy-to-Master Card Miracles. These recordings, 
which featured Michael Ammar, are still, to this day, the best-selling instructional magic videos ever 
published.
 Beginning in the very early 2000s, L&L Publishing was the first major magic producer to 
make the jump to DVD, and for the next decade, produced scores of instructional videos featuring 
such artists as Alex Elmsley, Daryl, Eugene Burger, Max Maven, Harry Lorayne, Jeff McBride, Richard 
Osterlind, David Regal, Joshua Jay, Simon Aronson, and many, many others.
 In his personal life, Louis was a lifelong devotee of popular music (his collection of rock 
‘n roll memorabilia, including signed album covers and guitars, was legendary) and he will be 
remembered by all who knew him as a gentle and generous man. Louis leaves two sons, scores 
of grateful artists and authors, and an astounding legacy to the literature of magic that cannot be 
overstated.
Perhaps Jeff McBride summed it up best when he said of Louis Falanga: “He changed the way we 
learn magic.”
– Jim Sisti 

LOUIS
REMEMBERING







14 JULY  | 2020

It’s hard to enumerate all I want to ex-
press while confined to only a couple of 
paragraphs to verbalize my thoughts. I 
am enraged with the senseless brutal-
ity and dehumanization of black peo-
ple in America. Not just today, but in 
the history of our nation. I am disap-
pointed at those who would scream 

“All Lives Matter”, while dismissing the 
crying voices of those who have and 
are protesting for equality and change.

I am a black magician. But, before I 
studied magic, I was a black man. How 
I identity myself is a huge part of who 
I am and I am effected by it in every 
part of my life. I’m proud to be a black 
man. I am as proud of it as I am to be a 
part of this microcosm of prestidigita-
tion and of magic. We, as a communi-
ty, are not immune to racism. It is our 
duty as a cabal to band together and 
stomp out racism where it lives. 

Unfortunately, that duty falls on the si-
lent majority. That duty falls on white 

people. Whether you believe in sys-
temic racism or not, your ancestors 
created it. You and your children ben-
efit from it. Use your privilege to call 
out social injustices when you see 
them, even if it’s caused by family and 
friends. It is your responsibility it edu-
cate yourself so you can align yourself 
with our cause.

“It is a privilege to learn about racism rather than 
experience racism.” - UNKNOWN

ERIC JONES
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It is likely I am the oldest voice in this 
article. By the time this is published, I 
will be 71 years of age. I’m retired now. 
My career as a professional perform-
er spans over forty years. In all that 
time, at the core, little has changed. 
Magicians of African descent are still 
judged by the color of their skin first, 
and their talent second. This causes 
several issues, all of which underline 
the systemic racism of our country. 
How can this be? Simple… *Privilege is 
invisible to those who have it.

(*a special right, advantage, or immu-
nity granted or available only to a par-
ticular person or group.)
 
It’s not enough to be as good, or a little 
better than the competition. The Black 
performer must excel on EVERY con-
ceivable point, and overwhelmingly so. 
Be stronger, have better material su-
perior skills, be more charming, and a 
dynamic personality while all the while 
walking that oh so thin line between 

humility and arrogance. To be proud, 
and remain likable. And even after all 
these details have been addressed, 
the last, and most difficult hurdle still 
remains. The discussion at the upper 
echelons of corporate America. Is this 
the face, the person, we want to repre-
sent our company?
 
In light of recent events, something 
has changed. Not just here, but all 
over the world, people are demonstrat-
ing for the rights, human rights guar-
anteed to ALL citizens by our Consti-
tution, and common decency. White 
Privilege is no longer quite as trans-
parent as it was. As more and more 
people begin to discover the depth of 
their privilege, or lack thereof, and how 
unfairly certain peoples are treated, 
changes will begin.

Meanwhile, always take the high road. 
Stay assured and Confident. Be well & 
do good things.

"In light of recent events, something has changed. Not 
just here, but all over the world ..."

DARRYL V. HARRIS
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are protesting for equality and change.

I am a black magician. But, before I 
studied magic, I was a black man. How 
I identity myself is a huge part of who 
I am and I am effected by it in every 
part of my life. I’m proud to be a black 
man. I am as proud of it as I am to be a 
part of this microcosm of prestidigita-
tion and of magic. We, as a communi-
ty, are not immune to racism. It is our 
duty as a cabal to band together and 
stomp out racism where it lives. 

Unfortunately, that duty falls on the si-
lent majority. That duty falls on white 

people. Whether you believe in sys-
temic racism or not, your ancestors 
created it. You and your children ben-
efit from it. Use your privilege to call 
out social injustices when you see 
them, even if it’s caused by family and 
friends. It is your responsibility it edu-
cate yourself so you can align yourself 
with our cause.

“It is a privilege to learn about racism rather than 
experience racism.” - UNKNOWN

ERIC JONES
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It is likely I am the oldest voice in this 
article. By the time this is published, I 
will be 71 years of age. I’m retired now. 
My career as a professional perform-
er spans over forty years. In all that 
time, at the core, little has changed. 
Magicians of African descent are still 
judged by the color of their skin first, 
and their talent second. This causes 
several issues, all of which underline 
the systemic racism of our country. 
How can this be? Simple… *Privilege is 
invisible to those who have it.

(*a special right, advantage, or immu-
nity granted or available only to a par-
ticular person or group.)
 
It’s not enough to be as good, or a little 
better than the competition. The Black 
performer must excel on EVERY con-
ceivable point, and overwhelmingly so. 
Be stronger, have better material su-
perior skills, be more charming, and a 
dynamic personality while all the while 
walking that oh so thin line between 

humility and arrogance. To be proud, 
and remain likable. And even after all 
these details have been addressed, 
the last, and most difficult hurdle still 
remains. The discussion at the upper 
echelons of corporate America. Is this 
the face, the person, we want to repre-
sent our company?
 
In light of recent events, something 
has changed. Not just here, but all 
over the world, people are demonstrat-
ing for the rights, human rights guar-
anteed to ALL citizens by our Consti-
tution, and common decency. White 
Privilege is no longer quite as trans-
parent as it was. As more and more 
people begin to discover the depth of 
their privilege, or lack thereof, and how 
unfairly certain peoples are treated, 
changes will begin.

Meanwhile, always take the high road. 
Stay assured and Confident. Be well & 
do good things.

"In light of recent events, something has changed. Not 
just here, but all over the world ..."

DARRYL V. HARRIS
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When the murder of George Floyd ex-
posed the injustices that engulfs our 
world, I received several calls. One 
conversation stood out. A colleague 
who happens to be a white magician, 
made a statement that I often hear. He 
doesn’t see racism, and that it doesn’t 
exist anymore. My response was, how 
would you know? For something to ex-
ist in your mind, it must be recognizable, 
and you don’t know what racism looks 
like. He tried to justify his position by 
quoting the constitution. I then realized 
that this paradigm shift would not be 
easy to explain.

In the arts, I have often been told that 
we are one body. The arts serve as an 
equalizer, many entities working as one. 
With the human body, if your arm hurts, 
you don’t focus and divert attention to 
treat the leg, you focus on the part of 
the body that is injured.  My now an-
noyed colleague began using phrases 
like “All Lives Matter” and “Blue Lives 

Matter”, statements that are com-
monly used to deflect the conversa-
tion. (Statements that sometimes ap-
pear condescending/insensitive). My 
response was, we know “All lives Mat-
ter” and we also know that “Blue Lives 
Matter”, but at this moment in time the 
focus needs to be on the issue at hand, 
us; Black Lives. I implored him to JUST 
listen and pay attention.
  
In closing, not having the space to ex-
pound, I quote comedian Chris Rock. 
You are in the band, sometimes you’re 
in front leading the song, and some-
times you have to stand in the back 
and play the tambourine. Regarding 
down-playing the importance of one 
part of humanity, you're still in the band, 
but it’s time for you to play the tambou-
rine, and let us figure out what it really 
means when the constitution says, “We 
the People".
 
Peace

"For something to exist in your mind, it must be 
recognizable, and you don’t know what racism looks 

likE."

ICE MCDONALD
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Recently I’ve been self reflecting and try-
ing to determine how the world perceives 
me. Do I really understand what it means 
to be black in America? Do I understand 
the words of the people who have been 
teaching this message for centuries? Sub-
consciously, the answer is, yes. The sim-
ple answer is much deeper. I addressed my 
feelings that being black is like walking on 
egg shells, having to convince people I am 
safe and that I belong. I do this unknowingly 
whether performing on stage, talking to per-
spective clients, or something as minute as 
chatting with a neighbor. 

Hear me, whatever situation a black person 
finds themselves in will be questioned by 
others in the same circle as to why and how 
they’ve arrived. This is due to their percep-
tion and the stereotypes that have been per-
petuated in society, knowingly and some-
times subconsciously.
          
My good friend, Ran’D Shine, made me 
aware the epiphany I am having is exact-
ly what W.E.B. Dubois perfectly explained 

in “The Souls of Black Folk”. It is the theory, 
coined in 1897, of “Double Consciousness” 
or a dual reality; the moment a black per-
son realizes they are navigating between 
two worlds, that of being black and the way 
white folks may view us.

When at church, home and with family we 
speak and act in our comfort level. When at 
our jobs, careers, and schools that may be 
predominately white; our humor, behavior, 
the way we address subjects, the way we 
navigate … all change. 

We often have to learn the language of two 
cultures. This is not an insult merely an ob-
servation that most white people will nev-
er experience outside the context of their 
culture. Hence, why some will gaslight you 
on YOUR OWN reality, which is in essence a 
form of control, a mental imprisonment. It 
is not healthy for either party.

"why some will gaslight you on YOUR OWN reality, which 
is in essence a form of control, a mental imprisonment. It 

is not healthy for either party."

KID ACE
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When asked to write my thoughts and 
feelings in this current climate, I was 
hesitant in voicing my opinion. The 
racism displayed throughout history 
taught me, although racism is not al-
ways so visible, it still exist and won’t 
end anytime soon. It’s amazing to see 
the awareness level rising, however I 
wonder what will happen when the 
protests die down and life goes back 
to what we consider normal. I’ve been 
skeptical seeing people latch onto the 
topic of the day and quickly forget the 
support once time passes.

I’ve experienced different forms of 
racism, fortunately not as severe 
as the police brutality we’ve all wit-
nessed throughout history. Being call 
the N-word from not only strangers, 
but from those I’ve considered friends. 
Whenever I tried to educate them on 
the use of that word, I was always met 
with why they felt justified in using it, 
despite me telling them how it makes 

me feel. So whenever I see the sudden 
influx of people showing their support 
of black lives, Something in me feels a 
lot of the support is disingenuous and 
only as a trend. I have always been 
someone who shows love regardless 
of race, so I feel conflicted about what 
I’m seeing in the world. 

That being said, I want to believe the 
world is finally understanding what it’s 
like to live as a black person in Ameri-
ca, that we deserve the same respect 
as other human beings and that this 
change we’re seeing will continue to 
shift the landscape to unity and love. 
Though I’m a magician, I can not pre-
dict the future, I can only focus on the 
changes I need to make for the great-
er good and hope others find how 
they can change within themselves to 
change the world.

"I want to believe the world is finally understanding 
what it’s like to live as a black person in America, that 

we deserve the ."

MARCUS EDDIE
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My experience of discrimination and racism 
was the worst kind, particularly from magicians 
when I was very young. Being the only Black per-
son present at The Magic Circle or a Convention 
left me feeling isolated. The only time people 
paid any attention to me was when I performed 
a trick.
 
The worst experience was fake friendships, ma-
gicians pretending to like me only to pick my 
brains and use my ideas, after which I ceased 
to be of value to them. It took years before I saw 
this pattern of behavior and knew I needed to 
develop a way to never allow anyone to treat me 
with less than the dignity I deserved.
 
As a Professional, I had my share of sarcas-
tic comments regarding my race. I am a black 
mixed race man entertaining white audiences. 
It’s the law of averages that one or two audience 
members will see me as an easy target. I was. I 
responded to all insults with rapid fire delivery 
equally as insulting knowing I did not love magic 
enough to compromise my personal dignity for 
employment.
 
My response at being called a black bastard 
was to address the individual on behalf of my 

parents, giving him a piece of my mind. The res-
taurant was silent, and I realized nothing will 
ever change. I am black. I accept it. My mother 
raised me with dignity and respect and she ex-
pects me to conduct myself as she raised me.

If anyone has an issue with me, that says more 
about them than it does me. I will not placate 
who I am to fit into the white world of magic or 
any white world where I am not wanted.
 
If you want to hire Michael Vincent The Magi-
cian … Fine, lets do business.
 
Just know, the tables have turned, the thin veil of 
racism has lifted, the world sees it.
 
The best we can do is to cultivate the courage 
to discuss, hear, listen and print the truth of the 
black man’s experience. This will create fertile 
ground for the planting of a new seed of hope 
that the next generation of black and white chil-
dren can nurture together.
 
I am committed to having this conversation, cre-
ating a powerful context and workability for all 
concerned.

"The worst experience was fake friendships, magicians 
pretending to like me only to pick my brains and use my 

ideas, after which I ceased to be of value to them."

MICHAEL VINCENT
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Be a listener! As a married couple, listen-
ing to each other is crucial for a success-
ful relationship. It’s also one of the most 
significant things performers can do to 
connect with their audience. If you know 
us, you know that we are good listeners. 
Onstage, when the blindfold is on and 
the sense of sight is removed, the sense 
of hearing is heightened. We must listen 
very closely not only to what each other 
says, but also to what the audience tells 
us.

Looking back after 37 years together as 
an interracial couple, most of our travels 
have been wonderful and rewarding, but 
it’s also true that we’ve been subjected 
to situations that were downright scary. 
Until Friday, March 13, 2020 we were liv-
ing the dream, traveling and performing 
around the world. The coronavirus pan-
demic hit us hard. The recent brutal po-
lice killings have been heartbreaking. If 
you listen to what African Americans are 
saying, you know how their souls have 
been devastated.

Maybe though, a little goodness can be 
found in all of this darkness. One of the 
most heartwarming things about 2020 
has been seeing so many of our magi-
cal friends step up for people of color. 
It’s clear they have been listening, even 
though many of us have been speaking 
softly about the judgement and lost op-
portunities that we continue to experi-
ence in our performance world - just be-
cause of skin color. We may not always 
make our feelings obvious to our peers, 
perhaps because we’ve been so grateful 
to have magic and mentalism to help en-
gage our minds and provide an escape 
from the darkness that can pop up at any 
given moment. For those who refuse to 
see life from our perspective, please try 
to listen and learn to love African Ameri-
cans as fellow human being

"One of the most heartwarming things about 2020 has 
been seeing so many of our magical friends step up for 

people of color."

JEFF & TESSA EVASON

WWW.PAULROMHANYMAGIC.COM

VANISH COLLECTORS 
EDITION SERIES

WWW.PAULROMHANYMAGIC.COM

http://www.paulromhanymagic.com
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A SQUIB 
IN THE WORLD

FELICITY FIELDS

It’s hard for me to be speechless. I’ve never 
been a particularly quiet person. You can ask 
literally anyone who has ever met me. I am 
loud, full of laughter, and, what some would 
consider stubborn, I consider passionate. 
Part of me wishes that I could say that I am 
shocked by what has happened in the news 
over the last few weeks. But I know that I am 
not, yet I am still left speechless. 

I’ve spent the last month racking my brain 
over how to handle this situation. In a column 
for magicians, dedicated to inclusion and 
diversity, how do I, a white woman, talk 
about the plight of black people in the magic 
industry not to mention the world? Do I ask 
someone else to share their thoughts, can 
I find someone to sift through a lifetime of 
racism and put it into 2 pages of educational 
material in mere weeks? I tried to think of 
specific topics to talk about, things I learned 
in college during my “Psychology of Sex, 
Gender, and Race” class. I thought about how 
to convince people to care about a topic that I 
spent many hours thinking about. I wondered 
how I could connect it to magic to entice 
people’s interest. I even toyed with the idea of 

not speaking at all, on giving up my column 
altogether and handing it off to people who 
knew what to say.

I could recite stories I’ve been told, but they 
will never be as powerful written down as 
when I could see the pain in the person’s eyes. 
I could provide facts and figures, but those 
would just be words on a screen without 
seeing the individuals behind them. Yet 
this was the perfect opportunity to speak 
about this topic, one that I had already been 
working on. But the work I had put in was 
nothing compared to the information that 
flooded my various newsfeeds and timelines. 

Along with my family and friends, I went to a 
peaceful protest in Detroit, hoping to show 
my support, and learn how to positively 
utilize this platform. It was an emotional 
experience...

My hands held up, fingertips pointed towards 
the sky, revealing my hands to be empty 

“HANDS UP,” one man shouted in a call-and-
response with the crowd. 

“DON’T SHOOT!” the crowd said in return.

“HANDS UP,” he shouted again, 

And again a united, fear defying cry of “DON’T 
SHOOT!” 

After a few echoes of this, I could feel the 
anger burning inside me. I’ve never said these 
words before. Never had my hands in this 
position, never had a situation with the police 
that warranted practicing this battle cry. But it 
was clear that there are people in this crowd 
that had to practice this in order to feel they 
had a chance to return home alive.

Another chant began. The same man 
shouting out “SAY THEIR NAME.”

A few returned with “GEORGE FLOYD” or 
“BREANNA TAYLOR.” But the loudest voice of 
all was one that cried out “WHICH ONE?” The 
crowd took hold of this question. As I joined 
in I could feel the hot tears welling in my eyes. 
Even if these people were in the wrong, they 
still died, they were still lives taken from a 
community. These were people unlawfully 
killed, not for what they were doing, not 
because of some dangerous or hurtful action 

BLACK LIVES MATTER
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they were performing. The list of lives taken too early had become so 
long, that we could not tell which name was being requested. All I could 
do was echo the words of the BLM leaders around me. I had no words 
of my own. 

I faced this internal battle of trying to educate myself, learn where 
my own unconscious bias lies, and write an article for this column. 
The battle continued inside of me until I found that I had only a few 
days left until my deadline. I tried again to find the words to speak but 
came up empty. I have never wanted to speak for anyone else. I cannot 
speak of the black experience, I am white. I want to make sure that 
what is written in this column is an accurate portrayal, which means 
that I cannot write it. But it will be written! I encourage you to take a 
look at VANISH’s July Special Issue aptly titled “I CAN’T BREATH.” It is 
written by magicians. But instead of a magical secret, they are revealing 
a much bigger and more significant secret - their emotions and their 
experiences as black magicians.

I will leave you with this thought. 

I stand with the BLM organization and its efforts to end brutality and 
systematic racism. During this time no one has said that black lives are 
more important than others, or that any other life is more vital than 
another. In fact, I would argue that that is the whole point. I believe that 
all lives do matter. To me, this means, in no particular order, that Black 
lives matter, Trans lives matter, Men’s lives matter, Disabled lives matter, 
Homeless lives matter, Children’s lives matter, Muslim lives matter, White 
lives matter, Immigrant lives matter. EVERY LIFE MATTERS! 

When lives are clearly treated as if they don't matter or that they matter 
less, those are the lives we need to fight for. There is something wrong 
with the system. It works better for some but not for others, just like 
a broken show, it isn’t what it could be. It’s time to put in the work. It’s 
time to fix this! 

I will believe that we are working to fix it and that All Lives Matter in 
society when we all acknowledge that black lives are not being treated 
equally to white lives. I will believe that All Lives Matter when we are 
listening to people of color explain their experience of passive racism 
and we do not dismiss it or talk over them. I will believe All Lives Matter 
when, together, we are working towards fixing the systematic racism 
that is embedded in society. I will believe you when you say All Lives 
Matter when white privilege isn’t something you shy away from but 
acknowledge and you are trying to work through your own biases. 
You see, I simply cannot stay silent and believe society thinks All Lives 
Matter unless they are outraged by what is happening in the world 
today! 

Until next time...

WWW.VORTEX MAGIC.COM

WEISER EWALLET
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A SQUIB 
IN THE WORLD

FELICITY FIELDS

It’s hard for me to be speechless. I’ve never 
been a particularly quiet person. You can ask 
literally anyone who has ever met me. I am 
loud, full of laughter, and, what some would 
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about the plight of black people in the magic 
industry not to mention the world? Do I ask 
someone else to share their thoughts, can 
I find someone to sift through a lifetime of 
racism and put it into 2 pages of educational 
material in mere weeks? I tried to think of 
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I could recite stories I’ve been told, but they 
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Another chant began. The same man 
shouting out “SAY THEIR NAME.”

A few returned with “GEORGE FLOYD” or 
“BREANNA TAYLOR.” But the loudest voice of 
all was one that cried out “WHICH ONE?” The 
crowd took hold of this question. As I joined 
in I could feel the hot tears welling in my eyes. 
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they were performing. The list of lives taken too early had become so 
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BENKE SMITH

THIS HAS COMPLETELY CHANGED MY VIEW ON RUBIK'S CUBE MAGIC!! AS SOMEBODY 
WHO GREW UP WITH THE RUBIK'S CUBE AND HAS NEVER BEEN ABLE TO SOLVE 
IT I WAS NEVER IN TO THE MAGIC CUBE FAD. THIS, HOWEVER HAS COMPLETELY 
CHANGED MY POINT OF VIEW AND I AM NOW A HUGE FAN OF CUBE MAGIC. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO WITH THIS IS TRULY INCREDIBLE AND I DON'T BELIEVE THERE IS 
ANYTHING BETTER. HERE'S JUST ONE THING YOU CAN DO. IMAGINE, YOU HAVE A 
SPECTATOR MIX A CUBE, THEY CAN DO THIS WHILE YOU AREN'T LOOKING. YOU CAN 
THEN PUT THE CUBE BEHIND YOUR BACK AND YOU CAN SOLVE IT! KEEP IN MIND YOU 
DON'T HAVE TO KNOW HOW TO SOLVE A CUBE!!

MY FAVORITE ROUTINE IS TO BRING OUT A CUBE AND HAVE A SPECTATOR MIX IT UP. 
AS SOON AS THEY ARE HAPPY WITH IT I REACH IN TO MY WALLET AND PRODUCE A 
PHOTOGRAPH OF A CUBE I TOOK EARLIER THAT DAY - IT MATCHES THE CUBE THE 
SPECTATOR MIXED. I CAN THEN PUT THE CUBE BEHIND MY BACK AND SOLVE IT. 

CUBE SMITH IS ONE OF THE BEST USES OF AN APP I HAVE EVER COME ACROSS. YOU 
WILL NEED A SPECIAL CUBE BUT THAT IS ALL EXPLAINED IN THE INSTRUCTIONS AND 
YOU CAN GET THOSE EASILY. I ENDED UP GETTING THE CUBES FROM BENKE BECAUSE 
THEY LOOK LIKE REGULAR CUBES. 

ONE OF THE BEST THINGS ABOUT THIS IS THAT IT COMES WITH AMAZING SUPPORT 
AND INSTRUCTIONS AND BENKE SEEMS TO BE ADDING MORE AND MORE TO THE APP.

PRODUCT HIGHLIGHT

Price: $159.99
Available on for iPhone and Android
https://cubesmith.info/vanish

CHECK OUT SPECIAL DEAL FOR VANISH 
READERS.

Let's firstly look at just SOME of the routines 
you can do:

Solving the cube:
You give the cube to the spectator, they mix 
it, you take it back without ever looking, 
then you solve the cube behind your back.

Prediction Only
The spectator opens a webpage showing 
a blog about cubing (cubing.rocks/your-
username) on their phone. You tell them 
some facts about the cube, which you've 
read in the blog. Then you give them the 
cube to mix... and the final pattern will 
match the image on the blog page  It's an 
unbelievable coincidence!

Prediction then solve:
n this routine you can combine the first two 
effects. First the spectator opens the blog 
page (cubing.rocks/your-username) on 

https://cubesmith.info/vanish
https://cubesmith.info/vanish
http://cubing.rocks/yourusername
http://cubing.rocks/yourusername
http://cubing.rocks/your-username
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 ANDRÁS BÁRTHÁZI & BENKE SMITH 

If you want to take your CubeSmith to the next level and do it 
blindfolded or without seeing the APP on your phone then you will 
definitely want to get invest in PeekSmith, which can be used for other 
apps out there.

This is a very small device that can fit in your pocket, or a card case and 
will feed you everything you need to know from the CubeSmith App. 
I put this in my top pocket and when blindfolded can easily see it - OR 
- when I solve it behind my back I look down and see it very clearly. It 
feeds the information from the App to this little device. This now means 
my iphone is nowhere in sight and I am completely free. 

PeekSmith is a small peeking device fits in a card box, made for 
magicians. It has a 128px x 32px monochrome LCD screen, that can 
display text and some simple graphics. It can connect to mobile devices 
via Bluetooth LE. The mobile device has to run a mobile app (iOS or 
Android) that has PeekSmith support. The built-in battery lasts for 6 
hours (active usage) and can be charged via a micro USB port.

PeekSmith Two has all these features and adds a new vibration engine 
as well. Again, as with CubeSmith they are often adding new things you 
can do using this gimmick. Here is a list of other Apps you can use this 
with.

PeekSmith compatible with the following magic apps:
CubeSmith (by Benke Smith)
WikiTest (by Marc Kerstein) * Pro Tools required
SCI (by Steven Ng)
Inject 2 (by Greg Rostami)
iTHUMP/Toxic+ (by Ian Pidgeon) * Bluetooth in-app purchase required
Vision and Vision:Tricks (by Martin Eisele)

Support is work in progress with these apps:
OmniSense and ThoughtCast (by Benjamin Budzak)

As you can see there is so much you can do with this little device. 
Now you don't have to view your phone at all and you can have the 
information sent directly to PeekSmith. 

I have had  so much fun with this and being able to keep the phone 
away really takes these effects to a new and impossible level.

You get a free App with Peeksmith so you can set it up for what you 
want, and it is for Android or IPhone.

Sales and pre-order:
András Bártházi
m.me/andras.barthazi

Website: https://peeksmith.info

Price of PeekSmith Two:
$120 (with world-wide shipping)
 
The device is very well made and I've had it on me now for a while and 
the battery lasts a long time. It's something that is designed for the 
working professional. It is very sturdy and I've never had an issue with 
it. I like the battery feature where it tells you the percentage left, and it 
actually lasts a very long time before you need to recharge it.
 
The size is incredible and the screen is so easy to read. Even for 
somebody like me, who wears glasses I can easily see the text when 
it is in my pocket. If you have any of the Apps mentioned including 
CubeSmith I highly recommend you adding this because it takes any of 
those routines to a brand new level of impossibility. 

http://m.me/andras.barthazi
https://peeksmith.info
http://m.me/andras.barthazi
https://peeksmith.info
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https://apps.apple.com/us/app/unifi-thumper/id1406787289
http://www.kjmagic.com
http://www.illuminati-magic.com
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MURPHY’S MAGIC

E S T  1 9 9 8

www.murphysmagic.com

BACK
IN

STOCK

Murphy's Magic has produced the most up-to-date and innovative version of 
Anverdi's legendary effect, originally created in 1976

Wireless Charging
No need to purchase new dice! Each die can 
charge quickly through the wireless charging 
station. Perfect for the on-the-go performer

tiny receiver
The tiny receiver has been designed from 
the ground up. Includes a large display 
screen, yet can be hidden behind a finger.

on-line tutorials
Includes 7 routines and tips, plus BONUS 
documentary featuring Anverdi's leading 
historian.

Standard Size "Gaming" Dice
Each die only measures 0.625 inches/1.58Centimeters

power level indicator
When the receiver is activated, the 
display shows the power level of EACH 
die and the receiver. Even includes a 
sleep mode!

FISM WCM POSTPONED UNTIL JULY 2022 
             
               

Due to the various events that affected our lives in relation to the coronavirus pandemic 
(COVID-19) including the fact that several of the continental qualifications could not take 
place in 2020, the organizers of the FISM WCM in Quebec along with FISM Internatio-
nal, have made the decision to DELAY THE FISM WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP UNTIL 
JULY 25 - 30, 2022 . 
  
This decision was made: 
·  To allow the organizers to hold the FISM continental qualifications a year be-

fore FISM; 
·        Because we hope that the travel conditions will be optimal again at that time; 
·         Because we want all magicians to feel safe during their stay in Quebec City; 
·         Because we want to offer an event that meets the expectations of all partici-

pants; 

We invite you to visit our website for further information. 

In addition, we are renegotiating the hotel rates. Some of them have already adjusted 
their offers and some are still checking the possibilities. If you have already booked your 
hotel, we recommend that you contact them directly to modify your dates. 
  
We hope to welcome you in Quebec City in July 2022 and if you have any questions, 
please don't hesitate to contact us at info@fismquebec2021.com. 

We thank you for your understanding. 

The Organizing Committee FISM WCM Québec 2022 
www.fismquebec2021.com

http://www.murphysmagic.com
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4R8hZgZ4QD4
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http://www.nnmagic.com
http://www.maverickmagic.com
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Available at your favorite Murphy’s Magic Dealer.

The problem with most haunted 
keys is that they don't look old 
or "Haunted"... The Haunted Key 
Deluxe  looks and feels the part.

the
haunted key

deluxe
The Haunted Key is a classic of magic.. and for good reason, It looks like REAL Magic!

fits right into your pocket and can be performed in many different environments, 
making this one of the most versatile gimmicks you can have on you. 

Murphy's Magic is proud to present

http://www.paulromhanymagic.com
http://www.lewinenterprise.com


Available at your favorite Murphy’s Magic Dealer.

The problem with most haunted 
keys is that they don't look old 
or "Haunted"... The Haunted Key 
Deluxe  looks and feels the part.

the
haunted key

deluxe
The Haunted Key is a classic of magic.. and for good reason, It looks like REAL Magic!

fits right into your pocket and can be performed in many different environments, 
making this one of the most versatile gimmicks you can have on you. 

Murphy's Magic is proud to present

http://www.paulromhanymagic.com


62 JULY  | 2020

Back in the '80s, when comedy clubs 
were at their peak, there were a hand-
ful of performers whose 8X10 pho-
tos would inevitably spring up on the 

walls of the showrooms. One of them was John 
Ferrentino. John has had a fascinating and suc-
cessful career, continually reinventing himself 
and adapting his show to changing times. I re-
cently had the opportunity to interview John 
and catch up with the latest, somewhat surpris-
ing, trajectory in his illustrious career. He also 
shared some great advice for younger magi-
cians that is sage, simple, and priceless.

Most magicians can trace their interest in mag-
ic back to the gift of a magic set; for Ferrenti-
no, this happened at the age of seven when 
his Grandfather gifted him an elaborate box of 
magic tricks. However, John’s interest in mag-
ic quickly fell dormant as he became absorbed 
in the process of growing up and learning a “le-
gitimate” trade. Upon graduation, Ferrentino 
became an x-ray technician at Albert Einstein’s 
College of Medicine in New York. He seemed 
to have forgotten conjuring, but under the sur-
face, his love of magic was still smoldering and 
waiting to become reignited. 

When he was 23 years old, Ferrentino saw a 
street magician performing the Chinese Link-
ing Rings on the steps in front of the New York 
City Library. He was instantly captivated by this 
performance and went straight to Tannen’s 
Magic Shop, where he bought a set of Linking 
Rings. He spent the next two years working on 
those six-inch linking rings. “I didn’t know how 
to do any magic, but I was good at linking rings.” 
Ferrentino jokes. John’s interest in magic had 
become rekindled. “At this time, I was only per-
forming serious magic,” Says Ferrentino. “I did 

not know that magic could be funny.” It was not 
long before John discovered exactly how funny 
his magic could become.

Someone opened up a comedy club in John’s 
neighborhood, and before long, Ferrentino 
found himself performing there along with 
six other Long Island comedy performers. The 
group included another young rookie perform-
er named Eddie Murphy. He quickly formed a 
strong bond with the young comics. Sitting 
backstage in the green room with the comedi-
ans between sets, they would quiz John on his 
act, asking him questions like, “How do you do 
that trick where the cane appears?” “I’d show 
them," says John, “but I would add little com-
ments like, it’s easy—$29.95. I just made fun 
of the magic I was doing to make the come-
dians laugh.” These backstage moments were 
the birth of the deadpan sarcasm that became 
John’s trademark in the comedy world.

Ferrentino quickly became a favorite with lo-
cal audiences and even began to perform larg-
er shows for the New York Islanders ice hock-
ey team. He began expanding his act, mixing 
dove work with larger illusions such as the Crys-
tal Casket and a Sword Suspension. “I even had 
special costumes made,” says John. “I dressed 
like a king-sized Doug Henning!” However, one 
night while putting his Zig Zag away, he had an 
epiphany upon realizing that it took an hour to 
put the prop together and then another hour 
to break it down. He quickly decided to create 
a show where he worked out of one bag that 
contained all his props.

A big break arrived for Ferrentino when Coors 
Lite wanted to enter the college comedy scene 
and put together a team of seven comedy acts 
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performing as the Coors Lite Comedy Commandos. This book-
ing extended into a five-year run for Ferrentino. Another break-
through arrived with a booking at the 3,500 seat Westbury Mu-
sic Fair as the opening act for David Crosby and Graham Nash. 
How the engagement came about is a classic showbiz story. 
Ferrentino’s mother had become extremely sick, and John’s 
manager called up all the Long Island clubs and arranged for 
him to work every possible local club, at a discounted fee, so 
that he could remain close to her.

Meanwhile, ticket sales were moving rather slowly for Crosby & 
Nash. The theater manager panicked and decided to sweeten 
the bill by adding this young comedy magician who seemed 
to be Long Island’s busiest and most popular entertainer. From 
all his bookings, the manager assumed that Ferrentino was a 
huge local draw. “Book this guy,” said the theater manager, and 
John got his first theater booking. The concert was a big suc-
cess, and Crosby and Nash asked John if he was free to work 
with them the following night. 

However, the next night’s show almost didn't happen because 
while driving to the gig, Ferrentino’s car overheated and even-
tually broke down. John had to rent a car and arrived at the 
venue at 8:00 PM, the exact time he was supposed to begin 

his show. Initially, the theater manager wanted to eliminate the 
opening set, but Dave Crosby said, “Hey, the kid is funny—let 
him do his show.” So John was ushered out onstage without even 
having his props there to accompany him; he then performed his 
first-ever pure comedy monologue until someone passed his 
case out to him onstage. 

The show went well until John's final effect, the Sword Through 
Neck, using a girl from the audience to assist him on stage. When 
Ferrentino demonstrated how the blade passed right through 
the neck brace, his assistant panicked, she didn’t just panic; 
she rather obviously urinated on stage much to the audience’s 
delight. “I thought it was the worst day of my life, says John, “I 
walked off stage, not knowing what to expect, and Crosby was 
lying on a couch convulsed in laughter.” He looked up at me 
and said, “Dude, anyone who can make someone pee them-
selves with laughter is going to be our new permanent opening 
act.” The gig was so successful that it eventually blossomed into 
a series of bookings with different permutations of Crosby, Stills, 
Nash & Young that lasted almost an entire decade. Along with 
these gigs, and the Coors Lite Comedy Commandos, John was 
starting to arrive as a performer. 

Inevitably Ferrentino began hitting the TV circuit, starting with 
21 appearances on the New York based show Comedy Tonight 

JOHN'S DOUG HENNING LOOK
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on the Fox Network. When Rick Messina, the 
show’s talent coordinator, moved to Los An-
geles and became the booker for Comic Strip 
Live, John was one of the acts he brought with 
him, and John made 16 appearances on the 
new comedy show. In total, John made over 50 
appearances on various TV shows, which fur-
ther cemented his standing as one of Ameri-
ca’s most commercial performers. In addition 
to his premium comedy club bookings, John 
quickly became a highly sought after corpo-
rate entertainer.

In 2000 Ferrentino moved to Florida and began 
to book about four cruise ship engagements a 
year with Norwegian Cruise Line in order to en-
joy mini-vacations with his family. John's move 
to Florida was convenient for his cruise dates, 
and it allowed him to continue surfing, one 
of his long term hobbies. He became so pop-
ular with cruise ship audiences that eventual-
ly NCL made him an offer he couldn’t refuse. 
By the time comedy clubs were starting to die 

down, he was booking more and more cruis-
es. By 1994 John was working with the line for 
six months a year with a peachy two weeks on/
two weeks off contract. When Disney Cruise 
Line launched their “Magic” ship, he was lured 
over to the company to spearhead their enter-
tainment schedule.

In 2016 John saw Michael and Eugene Berger 
perform in their Dark Stories show at the Genii 
Convention in Orlando, and the first germ of a 
seance show sparked in his mind. During the 
convention, Max Maven persuaded John to 
perform at the Magic Castle, which would be 
for the first time in 30 years. “Working the Cas-
tle brought me back my love of magic again," 
says John. “After so many years as a comedian, 
presenting comedy magic, I had almost forgot-
ten why I wanted to be a magician in the first 
place. Working at the Castle, I rediscovered 
how much people love magic. It stirred some-
thing inside of me, and I realized that people’s 
belief in magic was a wonderful experience. In-

stead of my show just being me and a trick, I 
suddenly knew I wanted some other factor to 
be involved in my show. I decided to come up 
with an act that touched on ghosts and the su-
pernatural because people love to be scared!”

John devised a brand new seance show, which 
eventually evolved into a production entitled 

“Do Spirits Return?” Ferrentino’s seance expe-
rience focused on a real-life location in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, called The Waverly Hills Sana-
torium. The Sanatorium is considered by many 
to be the most haunted location in America. 
The show kept progressing, but it still needed 
a final twist in the format to complete the sto-
ryline.

John’s daughter Lindsey Ferrentino is an ac-
complished American contemporary play-
wright/screenwriter. When Linsey saw the 
seance with her fiancé, Ralf Little, a highly re-
garded British actor, the couple came out of 
the show impressed, but feeling that it was just 



64 JULY  | 2020

performing as the Coors Lite Comedy Commandos. This book-
ing extended into a five-year run for Ferrentino. Another break-
through arrived with a booking at the 3,500 seat Westbury Mu-
sic Fair as the opening act for David Crosby and Graham Nash. 
How the engagement came about is a classic showbiz story. 
Ferrentino’s mother had become extremely sick, and John’s 
manager called up all the Long Island clubs and arranged for 
him to work every possible local club, at a discounted fee, so 
that he could remain close to her.

Meanwhile, ticket sales were moving rather slowly for Crosby & 
Nash. The theater manager panicked and decided to sweeten 
the bill by adding this young comedy magician who seemed 
to be Long Island’s busiest and most popular entertainer. From 
all his bookings, the manager assumed that Ferrentino was a 
huge local draw. “Book this guy,” said the theater manager, and 
John got his first theater booking. The concert was a big suc-
cess, and Crosby and Nash asked John if he was free to work 
with them the following night. 

However, the next night’s show almost didn't happen because 
while driving to the gig, Ferrentino’s car overheated and even-
tually broke down. John had to rent a car and arrived at the 
venue at 8:00 PM, the exact time he was supposed to begin 

his show. Initially, the theater manager wanted to eliminate the 
opening set, but Dave Crosby said, “Hey, the kid is funny—let 
him do his show.” So John was ushered out onstage without even 
having his props there to accompany him; he then performed his 
first-ever pure comedy monologue until someone passed his 
case out to him onstage. 

The show went well until John's final effect, the Sword Through 
Neck, using a girl from the audience to assist him on stage. When 
Ferrentino demonstrated how the blade passed right through 
the neck brace, his assistant panicked, she didn’t just panic; 
she rather obviously urinated on stage much to the audience’s 
delight. “I thought it was the worst day of my life, says John, “I 
walked off stage, not knowing what to expect, and Crosby was 
lying on a couch convulsed in laughter.” He looked up at me 
and said, “Dude, anyone who can make someone pee them-
selves with laughter is going to be our new permanent opening 
act.” The gig was so successful that it eventually blossomed into 
a series of bookings with different permutations of Crosby, Stills, 
Nash & Young that lasted almost an entire decade. Along with 
these gigs, and the Coors Lite Comedy Commandos, John was 
starting to arrive as a performer. 

Inevitably Ferrentino began hitting the TV circuit, starting with 
21 appearances on the New York based show Comedy Tonight 

JOHN'S DOUG HENNING LOOK

EARLY PUBLICITY PHOTOS

JULY  |  65

on the Fox Network. When Rick Messina, the 
show’s talent coordinator, moved to Los An-
geles and became the booker for Comic Strip 
Live, John was one of the acts he brought with 
him, and John made 16 appearances on the 
new comedy show. In total, John made over 50 
appearances on various TV shows, which fur-
ther cemented his standing as one of Ameri-
ca’s most commercial performers. In addition 
to his premium comedy club bookings, John 
quickly became a highly sought after corpo-
rate entertainer.

In 2000 Ferrentino moved to Florida and began 
to book about four cruise ship engagements a 
year with Norwegian Cruise Line in order to en-
joy mini-vacations with his family. John's move 
to Florida was convenient for his cruise dates, 
and it allowed him to continue surfing, one 
of his long term hobbies. He became so pop-
ular with cruise ship audiences that eventual-
ly NCL made him an offer he couldn’t refuse. 
By the time comedy clubs were starting to die 

down, he was booking more and more cruis-
es. By 1994 John was working with the line for 
six months a year with a peachy two weeks on/
two weeks off contract. When Disney Cruise 
Line launched their “Magic” ship, he was lured 
over to the company to spearhead their enter-
tainment schedule.

In 2016 John saw Michael and Eugene Berger 
perform in their Dark Stories show at the Genii 
Convention in Orlando, and the first germ of a 
seance show sparked in his mind. During the 
convention, Max Maven persuaded John to 
perform at the Magic Castle, which would be 
for the first time in 30 years. “Working the Cas-
tle brought me back my love of magic again," 
says John. “After so many years as a comedian, 
presenting comedy magic, I had almost forgot-
ten why I wanted to be a magician in the first 
place. Working at the Castle, I rediscovered 
how much people love magic. It stirred some-
thing inside of me, and I realized that people’s 
belief in magic was a wonderful experience. In-

stead of my show just being me and a trick, I 
suddenly knew I wanted some other factor to 
be involved in my show. I decided to come up 
with an act that touched on ghosts and the su-
pernatural because people love to be scared!”

John devised a brand new seance show, which 
eventually evolved into a production entitled 

“Do Spirits Return?” Ferrentino’s seance expe-
rience focused on a real-life location in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, called The Waverly Hills Sana-
torium. The Sanatorium is considered by many 
to be the most haunted location in America. 
The show kept progressing, but it still needed 
a final twist in the format to complete the sto-
ryline.

John’s daughter Lindsey Ferrentino is an ac-
complished American contemporary play-
wright/screenwriter. When Linsey saw the 
seance with her fiancé, Ralf Little, a highly re-
garded British actor, the couple came out of 
the show impressed, but feeling that it was just 



66 JULY  | 2020

not quite “John.” They persuaded him to focus on a new, more or-
ganic direction. John's approach became subtly redefined as “I do 
not believe in ghosts, or the supernatural. However, I visited the 
Waverly Sanatorium because, in my early years working in a hos-
pital, I had heard amazing stories about Waverly. When I visited, I 
bought a box of stuff that they were selling in an auction, and I 
took it home, thinking that it might contain some cool stuff to sell 
on eBay. Soon after that, a lot of weird stuff has started to hap-
pen that I can’t explain…..” This delicate psychological change in 
his approach to the seance paid big dividends, and being John, he 
even managed to add a few dark jokes into the seance setting. 

In 2017 John participated in the Battle Of The Magicians Conven-
tion in Canton, Ohio, and featured the seance as a special midnight 
attraction. It was an immediate success, and the magicians attend-
ing the convention were intrigued by what they had seen and ex-
perienced. Says John, “I had so many people contacting me asking 
questions, and wanting to learn more about the show that I decid-
ed to put together a formal lecture based on the show.” In 2019 
Ferrentino performed the seance/lecture at the Daytona Magic 
Convention and the Abbott’s Get Together in Colon Michigan to 
great results. John also created quite a sensation when he present-
ed “Do Spirits Return?” at the IBM Convention in Phoenix, Arizo-
na. Jeff McBride described the seance in this way, “John Ferrentino 
shines a new light on the dark arts of Seance Theater. He shows us 
how to update this often Victorian bound entertainment with new 
and exciting modern presentations that will reach today's audienc-
es. John's experience as a magic designer and prop builder gives 
us new, ingenious ways to accomplish an extraordinary phenom-
enon that will leave your audiences breathless." Later in the year, 
Ferrentino instructed on the art of seance at McBride’s celebrated 
Mystery School in Las Vegas.

I finished our interview by asking John if he had a useful piece of 
advice to pass onto our readers about developing their magical ca-
reers. He replied, “I’ve always had a very successful career because 
I stayed one step ahead of what was going on. First, I was perform-
ing at Blue and Gold dinners, and then comedy clubs opened up I 
veered into that. When the comedy club thing started to die down 
I went into colleges and then when the college bookings started 
to die down a little bit, I was lucky enough to get some opening act 
work. When the opening act bookings started to fade out, I start-
ed to do corporate shows, and then I was off on another adven-
ture doing cruise ships. I always tried to keep one step ahead of the 
game.“ Great advice.
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Brad is a very strange, once full-time magician who pulled up stakes to 
become a very stranger full-time comic. Apparently he was funnier than 
he was astonishing. About 15 years ago, Brad showed Greg an almost-
too-bold bluff for vanishing sugar fom a sugar packet without using a 
thumb-tip. Greg started playing with Brad's idea and discovered that 
people were aston ished every single time. Thus, this almost-too-bold 
bluff became redefined as an ingenious yet practical neo-classic. Brad's 
concept has become one of Greg's favorite tools for unleashing the 
moment. 

EFFECT 
While hanging out at a coffee shop you mention that there are exactly 
5000 granules of sugar in every sugar packet. You rip open a fresh 
packet and invite nearby diners to count along with you as you pour 
the 5000 granules into your fist. The packet is now empty. No sugar 
has left your hand, yet when you slowly open your fingers, the 5000 
granules have completely and irrevocably vanished. There's nothing to 
say, so say it with the fewest words possible. 

THE ALMOST-TOO-BOLD-BLUFF 
You conveniently pre-vanish the sugar before starting the effect.
 
PREPARATION 
Secretly get a sugar packet from the table into your pocket and excuse 
yourself to the restroom. Once there, poke a hole in the packet just 
below the seam on one side (Fig. 1). Carefully widen this hole enough to 
pour all the sugar down the toilet. 
Now blow into the empty packet's hole or slip in your little finger to fluff 
up the packet and create the illusion of fullness.
Wait until dark, don a ski mask, then secretly load the fluffed packet 
in with the rest of the real sugar packets. Put it in the middle where it 
won't get picked up by someone else and be careful that the 
container is not so full that the packet gets 'unfluffed.' Or, if you don't 
have the misdirection skills of Slydiny simply keep it palmed under the 
table and pretend to reproduce it fom the container as you go into the 
trick.
 
STEP ONE 
Comment on the little  known fact that every sugar packet contains 
exactly 5000 granules of sugar. Offer to count the granules to back up 
your claim. 

STEP TWO 
Pull your prepared packet out of the holder. As you casually display 
it take care not to flash the secret slit. Shake the packet once to allow 
the 'sugar' to settle down to the bottom of the packet. Shaking it twice 
is a bit risky. (An option is to do a 'You do as I do' effect, having the 
spectator mimic your actions. So, at this point you would shake the 
packet simultaneously with the spectator, his shake thereby audibly 
covering the fact that your packet is empty.)
 

GREGORY WILSON
VANISH 5000 - BRAD STINE 

STEP THREE 
Slowly and fairly tear the top off the packet right along the secret rip 
(Fig. 2). The tear is similar to the envelope prepaparation for card to 
wallet. 

STEP FOUR 
Pretend to pour all the sugar into the opening of your left fist. Keep the 
packet low to your hand so no one can tell sugar isn't really coming 
out ( Fig. 3 ). Leave the packet sticking out of the top of your fist as you 
pretend to quickly count the 5000 granules as you count with your right 
fingers, '1000, 2000, 3000, 4000, 5000.'

STEP FIVE
Point out that your sleeves are out of the way and that you aren't near 
the table or any other possible hiding place for the sugar. 
Give this a big build-up. Focus all attention, then very slowly and 
dramatically make a crumbling motion with your fingers to vanish 5000.
If they don't rush to grab the sugar packet fom your other hand you've 
done something wrong. 

GREGORY'S PRESENTATION 
As an added effect, Greg conceals a sugar cube in his left hand. Instead 
of making the sugar vanish, he forms it into a sugar cube. Here is his 
presentation which he calls '5000 Cubed.' 
"Some questions are very tough to answer. Like, which fruits are in Juicy 
Fruit Gum? And if you run in the rain do you get wetter than if you walk? 
Or why are they stuck together if they're called apartments? Also, why are 
there exactly 5000 grains of sugar in each and every sugar packet? Here, 
I'll empty a packet into my hand and you can count with me. That's 1000, 
2000, 3000, 4000 and exactly 5000. Now here's a really weird question: 
Without any sugar falling on the table or into my lap, or even up my sleeve, 
would you be amazed if I could make all 5000 sugar granules vanish?' 
(Squeezing fist.) Well then, prepare to be amazed because all 5000 grains 
are gone. (Open your hand showing the sugar cube and then pause.) 
Well, except for one. That's the toughest one of all."

THUMB-TIP TIP 
If you are performing this for someone who might be familiar with 
a thumb-tip (which could be just about anyone), you can mimic a 
gimmick by pretending to steal a thumb-tip once the 'sugar' is in your 
fist. Show the left hand empty and hold your guilty right hand there 
for a moment. Then cleanly show both hands to complete the amazing 
thumb-tip-full-of-sugar vanish. 

If you're feeling particularly dastardly, and you want to direct your 
dastardness toward a fellow magician, then you can load a thumb-tip 
full of pepper. Do the vanish, appear guilty, expose the thumb-tip, and 
then wallow in your dastardliness.

WHEN I LEAVE THE HOUSE, I DO A POCKET CHECK:
KEYS. PHONE. WALLET. SPLIT FOCUS.

Visit our website to see the Split Focus trailer.

The current run is a limited supply, for a limited time, at a limited price.
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Brad is a very strange, once full-time magician who pulled up stakes to 
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too-bold bluff for vanishing sugar fom a sugar packet without using a 
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bluff became redefined as an ingenious yet practical neo-classic. Brad's 
concept has become one of Greg's favorite tools for unleashing the 
moment. 

EFFECT 
While hanging out at a coffee shop you mention that there are exactly 
5000 granules of sugar in every sugar packet. You rip open a fresh 
packet and invite nearby diners to count along with you as you pour 
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GREGORY WILSON
VANISH 5000 - BRAD STINE 
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SPLIT FOCUS
GREGORY WILSON

MAKE YOUR AUDIENCE SEE TRIPLE!
The perfect opener
Precision-made gimmicks
Instant reset
Mostly angle-proof
Great close-up and stand-up
Ships IMMEDIATELY

THE PERFECT EVERYDAY CARRY AND USE 
TRICK
Split Focus is a visually striking coin routine 
that looks like a Hollywood special effect. 
To look this good, it should take 10 years 
of arduous practice — unless you have the 
precision-made gimmicks, which do all 
of the hard work for you. In fact, the most 
difficult move is a false transfer!

When it hits the broader market in a few 
months, it will be $200. However, for a 
limited time, we're offering the lecture 
version of Split Focus for the $150 lecture 
price, until we exhaust our current supply.

Includes EVERYTHING you need to blow 
minds with just a few days of practice:

• Online instructions for both two and 
three-coin routines

• Three gorgeously hand-crafted 
gimmicked coins

• The secret "retrieving/ditching device" 
to start/end perfectly clean

• You have a choice of either Eisenhower 
or premium-replica Morgan Silver 
Dollars. 

• 

I HAVE HAD SO MUCH FUN WITH THIS ROUTINE SINCE IT CAME OVER A MONTH AGO. 
GREG HAS AGAIN KNOCKED THIS ONE OUT OF THE BALL PARK. DURING LOCKDOWN 
THIS HAS BEEN MY GO TO TRICK BECAUSE IT IS QUICK, DIRECT AND FOOLS THE 
HECK OUT OF PEOPLE. IT MAKES THE PERFECT OPENING ROUTINE FOR THE VIRTUAL 
PERFORMER, AND I HAVE ALSO HAD THE CHANCE TO DO IT FOR PEOPLE IN PERSON 
AND THE REACTIONS ARE JUST AS GOOD.
 
I LOVE THE PREMISE OF "MAKING SOMETHING FROM NOTHING," AS YOU START TO 
PRODUCE THREE LARGE SILVER DOLLAR COINS, THEN YOU SAY "THE OPPOSITE IS 
TRUE, YOU CAN TAKE SOMETHING AND END UP WITH NOTHING," AS YOU MAKE EACH 
COIN VANISH ONE AT A TIME. 

THIS ROUTINE IS DESIGNED FOR THE NOVICE OR SEASONED PROFESSIONAL BECAUSE 
THE COINS DO MOST OF THE WORK.  YOU RECEIVE  THE SPECIAL COINS WHICH 
ARE EXTREMELY WELL MANUFACTURED. THE FACT THEY ARE SILVER DOLLAR SIZE 
MEANS THEY ARE VERY EASY TO SEE AND IDEAL FOR STROLLING MAGIC WHERE YOU 
HAVE A GROUP GATHERED. BECAUSE THE MAGIC IS HANDS OFF IT CERTAINLY IS AN 
EXCELLENT ADDITION TO ANY CLOSE-UP ACT WHERE PROPS ARE NOT HANDLED 
BY THE AUDIENCE. I THINK IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR ONE TRICK THAT IS HANDS 
OFF, VISUAL AND PACKS A PUNCH ONCE WE CAN GET OUT PERFORMING LIVE, THIS 
WOULD BE THE ONE I'D CHOOSE.

YOU ALSO GET A LITTLE ADDITION SO YOU CAN START AND END CLEAN.  NOBODY 
KNOWS MAGIC BETTER THAN GREG AND HIS STRUCTURE OF THE ROUTINE MAKES SO 
MUCH SENSE. EVERY MOTION HAS A REASON AND GIVES THIS A TRULY IMPROMPTU 
FEEL.

THIS HAS BEEN ONE OF MY FAVORITE ROUTINES TO LEARN DURING LOCKDOWN.

PRODUCT HIGHLIGHT
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"A wonderful three 
coin routine that is so 
much fun to perform. 

The coins do all the 
work for you." 

- Paul Romhany

MY THOUGHTS:
This is one of those routines you will carry with you at all times. 
Everything is self contained and the special coins do all the 
work. Gregory does a thorough job teaching this on the tutorial 
and he shows you various routines and ideas. 

What I really like about this is just how direct it is. You show 
your hands empty, produce three large silver dollars and then 
vanish them one-by-one. It's clean and direct which is what 
magic should look like. He also supplies a special 'something' 
that helps keep the coins in place prior and after the routine 
which means you can show nothing in you hands. The first 
production of the coin is so natural it really looks as though you 
simply produce a coin from nowhere. 

It didn't take me long to master this routine, and I've had fun 
performing  it Online and recently for friends in our social 
'bubble.' It has become my go to routine. 

The coins come in either  replica Eisenhower or Morgan Silver  
Dollars and the quality is excellent. The coins are crafted in such 

a way that they really stand out and from a very 
short distance nobody would know they are in 
any way gimmicked. 

At the moment Gregory is offering a special deal 
on the coins so I would certainly take advantage 
of this. I ended up getting two sets and I am 
glad I did. These coins will last a very long time. 
The only comment might be a warning because 
this trick is addictive. I haven't been able to put 
it down all month because it's just so much fun 
to perform.  I've even been doing this while out 
walking the dog just to get my hands used to the 
moves. 
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LOUIE FOXX
NO LOAD CUP AND DICE

Effect:  You have a dice cup with three 
dice. One at a time the dice disappear 
and reappear under the cup.  The dice the 
magically jump from your pocket to you 
hand, then from you pocket to under the cup.  
For the finale a jumbo die appears under the 
cup.  

You can watch the trick here:  https://
www.facebook.com/LouieFoxxShow/
videos/240620143975577

Needed:  You will need a chop cup with 
a very strong magnet inside of it and four 
regular dice.  You will also need three dice 
that have magnets inside them.  

The last prop you’ll need is a jumbo die that 
has magnets inside it. The size of the jumbo 
die will be determined by what can fit inside 
your chop cup. To make this you will need to 
drill out the spot on the one side of the die 
using a drill bit that’s the same size as the 
spot.  Drill down about half an inch and put 
a strong magnet inside.  You want it to hold 
firmly hold itself to the top of the chop cup 
by the one side of the die, so pay attention 
to the poles of the magnet before you glue 
it in. Unfortunately due to the differences 
in the magnets in chop cups I can’t tell you 
exactly what magnet to buy, you’ll have to 
experiment.  

You will then take a 1/8 inch drill bit and drill 
a hole into three of the spots on the six side 
of the die. The six has two rows of three spots, 
you will drill the outermost two on one side 
and the middle on the other.  The hole will 
have to be a bit more than 3/8 inch deep.  
Glue a 1/8 inch wide by 3/8 inch long magnet 
into the hole.  

Once the glue had dried, use black paint to 
paint over the magnets on the one and six 
side of the dice. 

Set up: Put the jumbo die into the chop cup, 
then put the three magnetic dice onto the 
three magnetic spots on the six side of the 
jumbo die that’s in the chop cup.  Three of 

the normal dice got into the mouth up chop 
cup, carefully put this in so that they don’t 
dislodge the magnetic dice that are hanging 
from the jumbo die.  The fourth regular die is 
finger palmed in your right hand and you are 
holding the dice cup with the same hand. 

Routine: Dump the three regular dice out of 
the cup and as you set the cup mouth down 
onto the table load the palmed fourth regular 
dice under the cup by sliding it under the cup 
as you set it down.  Do not let the audience 
see the cup and when you set the cup down, 
take care to not dislodge the three dice stuck 
to the jumbo die inside the cup.  Line up the 
three dice in front of the dice cup.   You are 
now ready to start the routine.  
Pick up the middle die with your right hand 
and pretend to put it into your left hand, but 
actually keep it hidden in your right hand.  
Open your left hand to show the die is gone.  
Your left hand lifts up the cup to show the die 
underneath it and passes the cup to the right 
hand.  The right hand sets the cup mouth 
down over the die on the table, loading the 
palmed die under the cup, taking care to not 
dislodge any of dice stuck jumbo die inside 
the cup. 

Repeat the vanish, production and load of the 
next two dice.  At the finish of this you should 
have the cup in your right hand (with three 
dice stuck to jumbo die inside) and three 
visible dice on the table.  Set the cup on the 
table firmly.  You want to only dislodging the 
regular size dice that were stuck to the jumbo 
die.  The jumbo die should stay stuck to the 
magnet in the cup.  This will take practice to 
learn the right amount of force.  DO NOT load 
the palmed die under the cup, but keep it 
palmed in your right hand.

Pick up a die with your right hand and put 
it into your left hand and close it into a fist.  
Pick up the second die with your right and 
put it and the palmed die into your left hand 
and close it into a fist. The third die your right 
hand puts into your right pocket.  Open your 
left hand to show there are three dice!
Offer to repeat it.  

Pick up a die with your right hand and 
pretend to put it into your left fist, but 
actually palming it in your right hand.  
Repeat this with the second die.  For the 
third die, pick it up with your right hand and 
put it and the two palmed dice into your 
right pocket.  Open your left hand to show 
the dice have disappeared!
Lift up the cup with your right hand to show 
three dice under it and set it down hard 
enough on the table to dislodge the jumbo 
die that was stuck to the magnet inside the 
cup.  For the finale, lift the cup to reveal the 
jumbo die! 

Notes:  I was first exposed to the idea of 
having the final load already inside the cup 
from the beginning of the routine in Scotty 
York’s X-Rated Cups and Balls Routine.  

This routine was designed in March of 2020 
during the beginning of the COVID-19 
pandemic where performing venues were 
shut down and I had to adapt material to 
work in a “virtual magic show” environment.  
I needed to design a Cup and Balls routine 
where I didn’t have to load from my pocket. 

I’ve made a little video tutorial on how to 
make magnetic dice that you can watch on 
my daily magic blog at 
www.magicshow.tips/vanish and you’ll 
need the password:  vanmag

https://www.facebook.com/LouieFoxxShow/videos/240620143975577
https://www.facebook.com/LouieFoxxShow/videos/240620143975577
https://www.facebook.com/LouieFoxxShow/videos/240620143975577
http://www.evaporationtrick.com
http://www.facebook.com/LouieFoxxShow/
http://www.magicshow.tips/vanish
http://www.evaporationtrick.com
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http://www.evaporationtrick.com
http://www.evaporationtrick.com
http://www.vortexmagic.com
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The Carlyle Transposition Plus
KELVIN NG

Introduction:  This is Francis Carlyle’s 
transposition effect (explained by David 
Regal) with a touch of David Williamson’s Torn 
and restored card.  I’ve always loved David 
Williamson’s torn and restored card effect, but 
I felt the entire routine was a bit too long for 
my walk around sets.  Here we get the mileage 
out of the effect but streamlined with the 
methodology of Francis Carlyle explained by 
David Regal.

Effect: A spectator selects a card from the 
deck.   It’s shown to everyone and lost back 
into the deck.  The magician then declares to 
make their selected card rise to the top of the 
deck.  It is the wrong card.  The magician tears 
up the card into pieces and asks for another 
chance to find their card.  He then pulls out 
their card from the center of the deck.  And 
then finally, the selected card changes places 
with the torn pieces on the table earlier. 

Setup:  A regular deck of cards. Duplicate 
refills optional

Method:  Have a card selected, memorized, 
returned, and controlled to the top via your 
favorite method. Lets say this time the card 
is the Jack of Hearts.  Proceed to show that 
the card has risen to the top by executing a 
double lift.  An indifferent card say the 10 of 
spades will be seen and the spectator will 
deny that it is their card.  Turn the double over 
and take the now top card (the selected jack of 
hearts) and tear it into pieces.  

Be careful here of flashing the pieces to the 
spectator (Figure 1).  In the midst of tearing 
the cards, you are also getting a peak on what 
the selected card is because you will miscall it 
later.  Put the pieces of the Jack of hearts onto 
the table (believed to be the 10 of spades at 
this point) and swing cut the deck holding a 
break.   You will now reach into the deck and 
pull out a card from the middle and without 
showing the audience reveal that you found 
the card.  “Is your card a red card? A face card? 
The Jack of hearts?”(figure 2).  Apparently, you 
have found their card.  Now slowly rub the 
card toward the pieces on the table or in the 
spectator’s hands and show that the torn 10 
of spades has not only restored but changed 
places with the Jack of hearts.   The Jack of 
hearts is now on the table in pieces.  (Figure 3 
& 4)

Notes: I love the torn card effects.  The impact 

is much stronger than just changing two cards.  
However I wasn’t able to find one suitable 
for me walking around that allowed me to 
instant reset in a working situation.  So here 
I would pack about 7 duplicates in one of my 
pockets (Jack of hearts in this example) and 
after each set, I would simply add a duplicate 
Jack of hearts into the deck and discard the 
torn pieces before my next set.   You will need 
to force the selected card however instead 
of a free choice which is no problem for me.  
You don’t need to use duplicates, you can just 
use the deck as is, however your deck will be 
thinner by the end of the night.
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More Coming Soon!

Each of package includes:
• Incredible e�ects with high quality gimmicks

• Original detailed instruction by Daryl
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JEFF CHRISTENSEN

Magic is Education – July 2020 “Covid Conjuring 
Considerations”

Developing new skills has always been the way with 
successful magicians and so learning to perform online 
is no different.  A good place to start is by determining 
your performing space. Your space is going to limit 
what you can and can’t do as well as inform you about 
the tech issues you’ll be facing such as lighting and 
audio.  Reviewing the work of those who are already 
performing online can also be informative.  When 
watching them consider…what did you like, didn’t like, 
types of effects they successfully performed and most 
importantly what did they do to stay connected with 

their audiences?  Here’s some Zoom do’s and don’ts 
from a couple of familiar faces.

https://tinyurl.com/ZoomTips1

IS 
MAGIC

EDUCATION

https://youtu.be/Cy9u3g8qG30

Covid Conjuring Considerations
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I like that clip because we see an academy award winning actor and 
he’s still asking questions and learning and so can we.   Its important to 
learn to think in shots that frame and shares your magic in a way that 
creates and maintains interest.  Most TV/film involves short shots and 
this is a huge concern for us as we move to Zoom and other platforms.  
It doesn’t matter who you are after a period of time a single continuous 
shot is boring and going to turn your audiences into “Zoombies.” Check 
out the link 50 Ways to Shoot Something for some possibilities.  

   

https://tinyurl.com/ZoomTips2

For online performances you’ll likely start with a one camera continuous 
shot type setup.  Consider placing markers on the floor in front of 
the camera so that you know exactly when you’ll be out of frame.  
Start with material that you already perform so that you can focus 
on becoming comfortable performing for the camera.  Remember 
to slow down, smile and look at the camera and not your screen so 
that you can stay connected.  Make sure that all of the details of your 
performance have been carefully planned, blocked and rehearsed. 
One minute of performance time should receive at least one hour of 
rehearsal.  Consider performing for family and friends so that you get 
the necessary flight time to become a more confident and competent 
online performer.  

Initially I was reluctant in moving my work online and so I took a wait 
and see approach.  Despite my performing arts background, working 
for camera has never really been my favourite genre.  I much prefer the 
excitement and intimacy of live performance.  Over the past many years 
I’ve worked hard to develop my own Magic is Education market and 
performing brand.  So one of the mental blocks for me was worrying 
that my work online wasn’t going to be up to the high standard I set 
for myself when performing live and didn’t want to damage my brand.  
With my live performances I’ve had the benefit of thousands of shows 
and can pretty much expect how things are going to go and can enjoy 
myself, the performance and my audience. 

“In A COVID-19 World, Don’t Zoom Away Your 
Credibility.” - Cindy Ann Peterson (Image 
Consultant)

When we moved online I had the benefit of having someplace to be 
bad…with the students that I taught.  Spending hours working online 
with them provided me with some familiarity with various platforms as 
well as their limitations.  I also got some quick lessons on what could go 
wrong and started to make plans for what I could do should the same 
thing happen again in future.  For my online performances I now always 
work with a tech person so that I don’t have to worry about everything.  
I can just perform and enjoy connecting with my audiences.

Aside from tech I’ve found myself having to educate my existing 
clients that I’m available to do online shows.  This is something that 
you’ll need to do.  How many times have you successfully performed 
for a client and when talking to them they say “Oh…I thought that 
you only did trade shows and not stage performances.”  The first step 
to marketing your online work is by reconnecting with your existing 
clients to let them know that you can help them with their online 
needs.  Another step is to update your social media presence to reflect 
the current circumstances…your clients need to know that you can 
do online shows or that your live performances have been adjusted to 
accommodate no touch or low touch.  

Over the past few weeks I’ve started to receive performance requests 
for live performances.  Make sure that you’re very careful about finding 
out the performing circumstances.  The last thing you want to do is 
find yourself in a situation where the health of you or your spectators 
is going to be an issue.  It’s hard to think “I have something wonderful 
to share with you” when all you can see is people not following proper 
health guidelines.  If I have any reservations whatsoever I simply let 
them know that I’m not available for the the date/time requested…
even if I am!  This remains a win win as they don’t know you’ve judged 
them and they feel like they missed out on getting you and next time 
will need to contact you earlier.

Working online provides many opportunities for access to new markets 
outside our geographic area.  But with great power comes great 
responsibility.  Prior to accepting any online work make sure that you’re 
ready for it.  Be realistic.  A poor magic show can negatively impact the 
market for all of us.

That’s it for this month.  Stay safe and remember Magic is Education.

Jeff Christensen (M. Ed.)

www.MagicalEducator.com

https://tinyurl.com/ZoomTips1
https://youtu.be/Cy9u3g8qG30
https://youtu.be/Cy9u3g8qG30
https://tinyurl.com/ZoomTips1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FGcIupT9rds
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cy9u3g8qG30
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Magical Wisdom
FOCUS ON ABIGAIL MCBRIDE:

EDITED BY LYNN MINERA TRUE RENAISSANCE WOMAN

I Never Thought… But I Always Knew…

I never thought I would live in a house with a secret 
door leading into a mystical library.  I never thought 
I would be watched by thousands of magicians 
every week, leading exercises in mindfulness and 
breath awareness, or that I would have my own 
dance studio in my home, belly dance in front of 
a packed house of friends and fans, or perform a 
straitjacket escape onstage all around the world…  
But I always knew I wasn’t going to be working a 
9 to 5 job, coming home at the end of the day to 
a beer and tv. I always knew creativity was going 
to be a huge part of my life on a daily basis, and I 
always knew, from the first time I saw him, that Jeff 
was “the one” for me.

Once Upon A Time…

I became intrigued with magic when I was in second 
grade. I had a little friend, named Adam, who really 
liked magic, and he used to show me tricks he was 
working on. Looking back, I know it was all fairly 
standard stuff: ball in vase, cut and restored rope, 
a little red silk that would mysteriously appear… 
and I really, really wanted to know how these things 
happened. I wanted to know the secrets, but Adam 
told me that magicians never tell. So, I convinced 
him that he needed an assistant, and that I was the 
right gal for the job, and that, since I was going to 
be his assistant, it would be ok for him to tell me 
how things worked… and that was the spark that 
blossomed into the life of magic I lead now.

Over the course of time, my interest in magic 
led me to be interested in music, piano, singing, 
drama, gymnastics, horseback riding and dance. 
I was also fascinated by the paranormal, extra-
sensory perception and the idea of real magic. I 
read mythology and fantasy novels and eventually 
found my way to a conference on music, magic and 
mythology, where I met Jeff McBride… and the rest 
is “ourstory.”

In 1992, Jeff and I, along with Eugene Burger, 
started The Mystery School, as an experiential 
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retreat for magicians to step away from 
their daily lives and take a deeper look 
at the art of magic through workshops, 
dialogue sessions and group experiences.  
Over the past nearly thirty years, the School 
has evolved and grown, while maintaining 
our core values of helping students gather 
the skills, experiences, and knowledge that 
is essential for becoming more effective 
performers of magic, and for living a 
fulfilling life. I am fully aware that we are 
changing the art of magic for the better, one 
magician at a time.

Renaissance Woman?

Jeff likes to brag to his friends that his wife 
is sharp at so many skills, he calls me his 
“Swiss Army Wife,” but I’m not Swiss, and 
I’ve never served in the military. I do have a 
lot of interests though, and am a Licensed 
Massage Therapist, belly dancer, singer and 
musician, cook, gardener, and an expert in 
interpersonal communication. All of these 
other interests contribute to my work and 
play at the Magic & Mystery School, and 
at Wonderground, our monthly magic 
nightclub here in Las Vegas.  But it almost all 
was over before it started.

Almost But-Not-Quite Dead

In the early 1990’s, I was involved in a 
motorcycle wreck.  It was bad.  While I have 
no conscious memory of the actual event, 
I was told that, after flying through the 
air, landing on my helmet, and sliding for 
twelve feet into oncoming traffic, I did some 
kind of belly crawl to the median before 
passing out… and I was out for nearly four 
days.  When I came back and healed from 
my injuries, I had changed. I had a new 
respect for the magical healing powers of 
the body, and I knew that I was here for a 
reason. I also knew there was nothing to 
fear in death, that I had been there and 
back, and that when the time comes, I’m 
prepared. I left the job I had been in. I left 
the circle of friends I had been hanging out 
with. I left the state I had been living in, and 
I found my way to where I was meant to be.

Practice Makes Perfect

When I came out to Las Vegas and moved 
in with Jeff, I had the opportunity to create 
my days as I had always dreamed of them. 
I had written an essay right after college, 
of what my ideal day would be. It included 
movement, music, meditation and plenty 
of time to rest… and, of course, there was 
my ideal partner. “He will be kind and 
creative, passionate and devoted, loving 
and generous, and he will help me to grow 
into my highest self.”  I think, deep down, I 
already knew I was describing Jeff.  

We have many practices that we share 

together, and some that we cultivate on our 
own, to bring to each other, to delight and 
educate each other with. We love playing 
music together, and ballroom dancing is a 
long-time favorite of ours. While Jeff doesn’t 
often join me when I’m weeding the garden, 
he pays close attention to our fruit trees and 
is the first to let me know when the peaches 
are getting ripe, or the moon flowers are 
about to open…. And yes, magic is the main 
passion that we love to practice together. I 
am grateful to be his first audience for his 
new magic, and I love the magical openers 
we co-create for our Mystery School Monday 
show.

In My Crystal Ball…

Have you ever looked into a crystal ball, or 
a bowl of water for an extended period of 
time? While the stereotypical experience 
of the surface becoming cloudy and then a 
vision emerging has never happened for me, 
I do find that when I allow my eyes to rest on 
a neutral surface, that my mind grows quiet, 
and that I’m able more easily to tap into my 
intuition and my creativity, and good ideas 
sprout from there. 

I think whatever we can do to quiet the 
incessantly chattering mind is good. During 
our Mystery School Monday shows, the 
last segment is one I teach, called Mindful 
Moments. During these few minutes, I share 
breathing techniques, or sensory awareness 
exercises, or excerpts of sacred poetry that 
feel poignant to me. All of these give a 
method of focusing the mind, of quieting 
the chatter, and of arriving into the present 
moment. These skills are useful to all of us, 
whether magic is our primary creative outlet 
or not.

So for now, I invite you, wherever you are, 
to take a few deep slow breaths, to soften 
your belly and your jaw, and to relax your 
shoulders. Breathe deeply and naturally, and 
take a moment to tune into the great gift 
that each breath is. Now, more than ever, 
we know what a precious gift being able to 
breathe easily is.  Focusing on the breath 
quiets the mind, and brings us back to the 
moment… and that is the only place where 
magic can really happen.
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magic can really happen.
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FRAGMENT By Abstract Effects
Price: $30
Available: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: Murphysmagic.com

This is a nice idea that allows you to show 
one playing card and instantly make 
what appears to be a full deck of cards.  
This was used recently by Justin Flom 
on Social Media and it got some great 
reactions. 

This routine is perfectly suited for online 
performances or those moments where 
you are looking to do something very 
quick and visual.

You can also use this to vanish a deck 
very similar to another idea that was 
released a while back where you can 
show a deck and then slowly, bit by bit, 
make it vanish until one card is left.

While this can be done live it is much 
easier to handle and perform if you 
use it on film. You are supplied with 
the gimmick, which is very well made 
and has a unique feature that helps sell 
the 'illusion'. This fine detail shows the 
thought gone in to producing the best 
product they could. It comes in a Bicycle 
back design so all you need to do is add a 
playing card or two.

Nicholas Lawrence and The Other 
Brothers have produced a clever idea 

REVIEWSREVIEWS
02

DEBUT By Abstract Effects
Price: $25.00
Available: All magic shops
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

Another idea by The Other Brothers, this 
time it is a tool that helps you produce 
things instantly at the fingertips. You get 
a gimmick that is made from a 3D printer 
and a link to download instructions.

The idea here is actually very simple 
and reminds me of an old trick where 
you would produce a flower from your 
fingertips. The concept is similar but they 
have designed a gimmick that enables 
you to produce chap stick of other small 
object you can hide in your hand.  They 
do supply you with chap stick so you can 
start practicing straight away.

If you like flip stick then you'll love this, 
because it is much more visible and less 
motion than the flip stick move. You do 
have to watch angles when performing, 
but if somebody asks for a lighter or 
a pen you simply have to secretly put 
on the gimmick and you can instantly 
produce on at your fingertips.

This is more of a tool rather than a trick 
or routine, and yes it would look good on 
camera as well as live.  If you have a need 
to produce a small object this is a good 

TRICKS, DOWNLOADS, BOOKS

TOP PICKS

and one I am sure others will find other 
things to do with. The online tutorial will 
share ten ideas and routines you can do 
with this gimmick. 

The one issue I have with this is pocket 
management. Because of the nature of 
the trick it is hard to keep everything 
together, which is why I think this is 
best suited for online or social media 
performances. Having said that, I am sure 
if you spend enough time with this you 
might find a solution.
 
While they do go in to various routines 
in the tutorial unfortunately the lighting 
was very poor and it made it hard to see 
what was going on. It would have been 
good to have more close-ups of the 
handling as well checking on the lighting 
as it made it hard to follow some of the 
moves and see what was happening.
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GET NYMAN - The Vault Download
PRICE: $59.00
Available: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.
com

A three-video download set.

Routines explained.
The Hidden,
No Way Out,

solution. 

You will learn a variety of ideas and uses 
on the tutorial including an appearance 
of a pack of cards. To be honest it does 
look rather awkard and I think if you 
wanted to produce a deck of cards you 
could find a better way, BUT, it does show 
you what you can do with this simple 
little gimmick. 

I think the most use would be to 
magically make a lighter appear, or 
perhaps a Sharpie pen. I'm not sure how 
many people would ask if they could 
borrow your 'chap stick.' A pen however 
makes much more sense.

A useful little item if you need to produce 
something instantly at your fingertips. 
I'm sure the more you play with it the 
more ideas you'll come up with.

Chair Swindle,
Kick In The Head,
Mr. Saturday Night,
Charade,
Deep Red Prediction,
The Dead Zone,
Magician's Graphology
Dead of Night.

Get Nyman. Reviewed by Nick Lewin

Get Nyman is a download release of 
the out of print 3 DVD  of the same 
name. Andy Nyman is a truly brilliant 
mentalist who is probably best know 
for his work with England’s Derren 
Brown. This three download set 
devotes a 47 minute video to showing 
these ten effects performed in a real 
world setting. A second video spends 
over two hours teaching everything 
needed to learn/perform the effects. 
The third video is 90 minutes of tasty 
extras.

Any fan of Andy Nyman’s work who 
didn’t buy this release in its DVD 
incarnation should snap up this 
download collection. Nyman is a 
fine critical thinker who’s inspired 
effects are beautifully served by 
his ingenious methods. All ten 
effects are practical and extremely 
commercial and each and every one 
of the routines could be a highlight 
in any contemporary mentalist or 
magicians repertoire. I also really liked 
a segment on the extras video where 
Andy teaches his secrets of spectator 
selection.

This is a high quality production 
that features a brilliant performer 
pulling out all the stops to share 
his A material. I highly recommend 
it, not only for the explanations, 
but as a study guide for the correct 
performance of mentalism for lay 
audiences. Nyman has become 
something of a cult figure in 
mentalism and it is easy to see why.  

04

Perrier With A Twist by Kevin James
Price: $70.00
Available: www.kjmagic.com

By far one of the best coin in bottle 
routines on the market. This is a multi-
phase routine where you can break it at 
any point and continue later. Designed 
for strolling magic this has many 
additions that make this a high impact 
routine.

From the production of the bottle to 
putting the coin in bottle, unscrewing 
the bottom of the bottle off, and finally 
making the bottle vanish this is an 
extremely well structured routine.

You recieve all necessary gimmicks 
including the folding coin, special 
gimmick for the vanish and unscrewing 
the bottom.  It comes with an 
instrucitonal DVD with full performance 
and excellent explanation by Kevin. Once 
you set this up you will be ready to go.

I love the moments where as soon as 
the magic happens everything can be 
inspected. Kevin has worked this through 
so at the right moments there are no 
gimmicks in your hand and you are clean.  
Another great moment is just prior to the 
vanish of the bottle you pour out a little 
liquid from it, proving without saying 
anything the bottle is still there and 
nothing suspicious has happened. 

Without a doubt one of the most well 
thought out routines with so many 
amazing moments for Coin In Bottle.

http://Murphysmagic.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://Murphysmagic.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
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http://www.murphysmagic
http://www.kjmagic.com


104 JULY  | 2020

05

TOTALLY FREE WILL  - Collector's Edition
By Mark Chandaue
http://www.harpacrown.co.uk/
Check prices on webstie.

For anybody who loves the Free Will 
premise you will absolutley LOVE this 
book. The book takes you through many 
different versions and using a variety of 
techniques culminating in what I think is 
the best Free Will effect I have seen.

This hardcover book is 176 pages with 
excellent illustrations by Phill Smith.

Also included is a full description of 
Mark’s Chandauelope, a utility device 
utilised by many well known mentalists 
including on T.V. 

The finale version has a wonderful twist 
and gives a logical disconnect because 
the participant is holding half the 
prediction. You will find versions that 
are suitable for close-up and platform 
performances. The final is perfect for 
both. 

The plot is that three objects are placed 
in full view and the spectator gets to 
chosoe which they hold, which they 
hand to the performer and the last one 
left on table. Your prediction matches 
100%! 
 
There are various contributors with their 
versions including Michael Murray and 
Drew Backenstoss.  Each version builds 
upon the last, and each one has it's own 
merits and ALL are worth consideration 
depending on your performance venue 
and which one you like the best.
This is a MUST HAVE BOOK!!!

06

MAGIC MAIL
By Vanishing Inc
Price: $20.00
Available from vanishingincmagic.com

Magic Mail is a beautiful gift for any 
youngster. If they have an interest in 
magic all the better, if they don’t, then 
Magic Mail might well spark a life long 
interest in things magical. I spotted an 
early announcement and pre-ordered a 
package for my five year old grandson 
upon its release. The reason I did so 
because reading the description, I 
realized that this was something I 
would have loved at his age. It recently 
arrived and has been wildly successful. 
My grandson Zack loves his gift, and 
my daughter sees it as a perfect 30-day 
activity during the currently enforced 
quarantine. A win-win situation if ever 
there was one!

What exactly is Magic Mail? It is an 
interactive project that introduces a 
youngster to a whole world of facts, fun, 
and magic
—the book doubles as a mailbox 
complete with a flag that raises and 
lowers. However, a mailbox isn’t much 
fun without something to fill it, and 
included are 30 colorful letters that 
contain all kinds of exciting puzzles, 
games, and tidbits of information. Each 

letter is from a different location, and a 
giant map allows the kid to track where 
the message comes from. Each night 
one of these letters mysteriously arrives 
in the mailbox (thank you, Mom or 
Dad), and the adventure continues.

The graphics and design of every 
element of Magic Mail are of the 
highest quality and designed to 
intrigue and appeal to young minds. At 
twenty dollars, this is a fabulous value 
for an innovative and groundbreaking 
product that will rock a youngster’s 
life. My grandson was thrilled with 
his gift from the moment it arrived. 
It has been a huge hit. I can heartily 
recommend this for any magician 
to gift his child, grandchild, or any 
youngster. I suspect there will be many 
a full-grown magician who wants to 
own one himself. If I were a children's 
entertainer, I would seriously consider 
giving a Magic Mail to every birthday 
kid at whose party I performed. At this 
price, you couldn’t find a better way 
to create a buzz and ensure customer 
loyalty.

I am a big fan of Joshua Jay. I love the 
way he and Andi Gladwin have added 
style and quality to the business of 
producing and retailing magic. This 
new product is an excellent one 
that I enthusiastically endorse. More 
importantly, so does my six-year old 
grandson Zack, whose first reaction on 
waking up this morning was to check 
his magic mailbox!
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DISTILLED By Ryan Plunkett
Price: $50.00
Available: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: Murphysmagic.com

A beautiful book filled with practical 
magic from a real-world worker. Over 200 
pages and 300 photographs this is a real 
joy to read and the photos make it easy 
to learn the effects.

I like the way he tackles classic props 
but we also get to see some really out-of 
the-box thinking and his Fan Mail is one 
of my favorites. It's a card to envelope 
with a twist. 

While it is filled with mostly card magic 
they are obviously aimed to have direct 
plots with strong magic. Muck Off is 
a great premise based on the idea of 
magicians hiding cards up their sleeves. 
This is a blended routine of several other 
effects but the structure and plot makes 
this entertaining. 

You will also learn various card 
techniques and then strong effects 
where you can use them. One us the 
Tapered Palm Shift and you will learn The 
Card Through Handkerchief which I love 
because of the plot. 

Versatile Transpo is an effect using 
bills and it is a great example of an 
index system allowing you to use any 
bill offered. This is one of my favorite 
routines in the book because of the 
impossibility of the bills switching places 
in the spectator's hands. 

All the effects come from his current 
act at The Chicago Lounge and all the 
material is tested over thousands of 
performances. The thinking behind each 
routine shows how to structure routines 
and get maximum impact, which can be 
applied to all types of magic.

Very highly recommended.

08

HANDS FREE by Mario Tarasini 
Price: $25.00
Available: All magic shops
Wholesale: www.murphysmagic.com

An extremely visual transpotion of two 
cards with an incredible kicker of a 
torn corner/restoration routine where 
you don't even touch the card when it 
restores.

It does look like CGI because of the way 
the torn corner instantly jumps back to 
restore itself. You get the gimmick and 
Online instructions.

The gimmick will break over time so 
you will need to learn how to make 
another one, which is shown in detail on 
the tutorial. You will require something 
'special' to remake the gimmick but it 
was not supplied but I think it's fairly 
common so you could easily purchase 
some. 

The routine itself is one where two cards 
change places, yours has a torn corner 
which ends up being the spectators. It 
really is an impossible looking effect, and 
with a bit of practice you will have a very 
strong card routine.

The best way to perform the instant 
restoration is to have the card on the 
floor or further away from people. 
This way they won't see the gimmick 
as much. There are several magical 
moments in the routine and it is well 
structured so after the card does restore 
itself the spectator will then look at the 
card in their hand and the heat will be off 
the gimmick.

Overall this is a very powerful routine, 
and if conditions are right I think 
would certainly get screams from your 
audience.

A very visual routine with great moments 
in it.

MACHINATIONS BY BEN HARRIS
PRICE: $40.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

A stunning book that takes an old Robert 
Neale puzzle and turns it in to a piece of 
entertainment with nothing more than a 
piece of paper. Ben has really put a lot of 
work in to taking this concept where you 
turn a card inside out in a person's hand 
and given it life. The illustrations in the 
book make this so easy to learn, and ever 
trick comes with a ready made printed 
card so you can start straight away.  No 
expense is spared when it comes to 
quality. 

Ben has created some great story lines 
ranging from a Houdini escape routine, 
to a birthday routine to a very novel 
approach using more than one card. 
There are over 18 routines in here using 
this principle, and again ALL have the 
props included. 
 
The book is a great starting point for 
this Trapdoor plot  and Ben has added 
so much more including some new 
handling's such as the Roll Display. This 
type of puzzle or effect is something 
that appeals to all ages and easily fits in 
your pocket and perfect for any type of 
walk-around effect. You can easily adapt 
this to your own ideas and presentations. 
This book is a great leaping off point to 
a whole world of routines possible with 
this effect.

The effects in the book are not only easy 
but completely self-working making this 
perfect for somebody new to magic or 
the seasoned professional.

A book dedicated to one mystery, but 
opening up doors to a whole new world 
of endless possibilities.  
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TOTALLY FREE WILL  - Collector's Edition
By Mark Chandaue
http://www.harpacrown.co.uk/
Check prices on webstie.

For anybody who loves the Free Will 
premise you will absolutley LOVE this 
book. The book takes you through many 
different versions and using a variety of 
techniques culminating in what I think is 
the best Free Will effect I have seen.

This hardcover book is 176 pages with 
excellent illustrations by Phill Smith.

Also included is a full description of 
Mark’s Chandauelope, a utility device 
utilised by many well known mentalists 
including on T.V. 

The finale version has a wonderful twist 
and gives a logical disconnect because 
the participant is holding half the 
prediction. You will find versions that 
are suitable for close-up and platform 
performances. The final is perfect for 
both. 

The plot is that three objects are placed 
in full view and the spectator gets to 
chosoe which they hold, which they 
hand to the performer and the last one 
left on table. Your prediction matches 
100%! 
 
There are various contributors with their 
versions including Michael Murray and 
Drew Backenstoss.  Each version builds 
upon the last, and each one has it's own 
merits and ALL are worth consideration 
depending on your performance venue 
and which one you like the best.
This is a MUST HAVE BOOK!!!
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MAGIC MAIL
By Vanishing Inc
Price: $20.00
Available from vanishingincmagic.com

Magic Mail is a beautiful gift for any 
youngster. If they have an interest in 
magic all the better, if they don’t, then 
Magic Mail might well spark a life long 
interest in things magical. I spotted an 
early announcement and pre-ordered a 
package for my five year old grandson 
upon its release. The reason I did so 
because reading the description, I 
realized that this was something I 
would have loved at his age. It recently 
arrived and has been wildly successful. 
My grandson Zack loves his gift, and 
my daughter sees it as a perfect 30-day 
activity during the currently enforced 
quarantine. A win-win situation if ever 
there was one!

What exactly is Magic Mail? It is an 
interactive project that introduces a 
youngster to a whole world of facts, fun, 
and magic
—the book doubles as a mailbox 
complete with a flag that raises and 
lowers. However, a mailbox isn’t much 
fun without something to fill it, and 
included are 30 colorful letters that 
contain all kinds of exciting puzzles, 
games, and tidbits of information. Each 

letter is from a different location, and a 
giant map allows the kid to track where 
the message comes from. Each night 
one of these letters mysteriously arrives 
in the mailbox (thank you, Mom or 
Dad), and the adventure continues.

The graphics and design of every 
element of Magic Mail are of the 
highest quality and designed to 
intrigue and appeal to young minds. At 
twenty dollars, this is a fabulous value 
for an innovative and groundbreaking 
product that will rock a youngster’s 
life. My grandson was thrilled with 
his gift from the moment it arrived. 
It has been a huge hit. I can heartily 
recommend this for any magician 
to gift his child, grandchild, or any 
youngster. I suspect there will be many 
a full-grown magician who wants to 
own one himself. If I were a children's 
entertainer, I would seriously consider 
giving a Magic Mail to every birthday 
kid at whose party I performed. At this 
price, you couldn’t find a better way 
to create a buzz and ensure customer 
loyalty.

I am a big fan of Joshua Jay. I love the 
way he and Andi Gladwin have added 
style and quality to the business of 
producing and retailing magic. This 
new product is an excellent one 
that I enthusiastically endorse. More 
importantly, so does my six-year old 
grandson Zack, whose first reaction on 
waking up this morning was to check 
his magic mailbox!
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DISTILLED By Ryan Plunkett
Price: $50.00
Available: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: Murphysmagic.com

A beautiful book filled with practical 
magic from a real-world worker. Over 200 
pages and 300 photographs this is a real 
joy to read and the photos make it easy 
to learn the effects.

I like the way he tackles classic props 
but we also get to see some really out-of 
the-box thinking and his Fan Mail is one 
of my favorites. It's a card to envelope 
with a twist. 

While it is filled with mostly card magic 
they are obviously aimed to have direct 
plots with strong magic. Muck Off is 
a great premise based on the idea of 
magicians hiding cards up their sleeves. 
This is a blended routine of several other 
effects but the structure and plot makes 
this entertaining. 

You will also learn various card 
techniques and then strong effects 
where you can use them. One us the 
Tapered Palm Shift and you will learn The 
Card Through Handkerchief which I love 
because of the plot. 

Versatile Transpo is an effect using 
bills and it is a great example of an 
index system allowing you to use any 
bill offered. This is one of my favorite 
routines in the book because of the 
impossibility of the bills switching places 
in the spectator's hands. 

All the effects come from his current 
act at The Chicago Lounge and all the 
material is tested over thousands of 
performances. The thinking behind each 
routine shows how to structure routines 
and get maximum impact, which can be 
applied to all types of magic.

Very highly recommended.

08

HANDS FREE by Mario Tarasini 
Price: $25.00
Available: All magic shops
Wholesale: www.murphysmagic.com

An extremely visual transpotion of two 
cards with an incredible kicker of a 
torn corner/restoration routine where 
you don't even touch the card when it 
restores.

It does look like CGI because of the way 
the torn corner instantly jumps back to 
restore itself. You get the gimmick and 
Online instructions.

The gimmick will break over time so 
you will need to learn how to make 
another one, which is shown in detail on 
the tutorial. You will require something 
'special' to remake the gimmick but it 
was not supplied but I think it's fairly 
common so you could easily purchase 
some. 

The routine itself is one where two cards 
change places, yours has a torn corner 
which ends up being the spectators. It 
really is an impossible looking effect, and 
with a bit of practice you will have a very 
strong card routine.

The best way to perform the instant 
restoration is to have the card on the 
floor or further away from people. 
This way they won't see the gimmick 
as much. There are several magical 
moments in the routine and it is well 
structured so after the card does restore 
itself the spectator will then look at the 
card in their hand and the heat will be off 
the gimmick.

Overall this is a very powerful routine, 
and if conditions are right I think 
would certainly get screams from your 
audience.

A very visual routine with great moments 
in it.

MACHINATIONS BY BEN HARRIS
PRICE: $40.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

A stunning book that takes an old Robert 
Neale puzzle and turns it in to a piece of 
entertainment with nothing more than a 
piece of paper. Ben has really put a lot of 
work in to taking this concept where you 
turn a card inside out in a person's hand 
and given it life. The illustrations in the 
book make this so easy to learn, and ever 
trick comes with a ready made printed 
card so you can start straight away.  No 
expense is spared when it comes to 
quality. 

Ben has created some great story lines 
ranging from a Houdini escape routine, 
to a birthday routine to a very novel 
approach using more than one card. 
There are over 18 routines in here using 
this principle, and again ALL have the 
props included. 
 
The book is a great starting point for 
this Trapdoor plot  and Ben has added 
so much more including some new 
handling's such as the Roll Display. This 
type of puzzle or effect is something 
that appeals to all ages and easily fits in 
your pocket and perfect for any type of 
walk-around effect. You can easily adapt 
this to your own ideas and presentations. 
This book is a great leaping off point to 
a whole world of routines possible with 
this effect.

The effects in the book are not only easy 
but completely self-working making this 
perfect for somebody new to magic or 
the seasoned professional.

A book dedicated to one mystery, but 
opening up doors to a whole new world 
of endless possibilities.  
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