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Internatonal Magic Magazine
VANISH

FLYING ON A JET PLANE

FROM THE
EDITOR

The top tier corporate magicians are few and far between. Those at the 
pinnacle can command up to $10,000 a performance and be flown to their 
gig in a private jet by their client. They don't have to perform every week to 
make a living, one or two shows a month is all they need at that level. The 
secret to this type of gig is not just the show, it goes far deeper and has to 
do with attitude, style and stage deportment. There is an old saying,”dress 
for success," which absolutely applies to this category of performance. 

Nobody knows more about this than our feature story Eric Bedard. He's 
been a top tier corporate entertainer longer than many of our readers have 
been alive. He's also flown under the radar because he's one of those magi-
cians who is out there working. We were very fortunate to convince Eric 
that his story was worth sharing and the material on his new double DVD 
set, PACK SMALL PLAY BIG is, in our opinion, filled with pure gold informa-
tion!! If you don't know Eric, this is a wonderful introduction about who 
he is and how he continues to work for A-list celebrities and entertain at 
top corporate gigs around the world. Hopefully it will inspire you to push 
yourself to the next level. There is nobody I know who has more passion 
and love for our craft than Eric, and that certainly comes across in every-
thing he does.

I'd also like to mention Jeff Christensen's column about the Bolivia Magic 
Club. It is an incredibly story featuring The Bolivian Academy of Magic and 
Illusionism which was founded in April 2009 by Milton Flores Marquez. 
His vision is to raise the quality of magic in his country and to show the 
world the magic acts arising from Bolivia. Please make a point of reading 
the story, and if you can help out by visiting their GoFundMe page – the 
money goes to helping the children continue their magic classes and assist 
nurturing the art of magic in that country – it would be amazing. This is 
something we can all do as a global community to help those who don't 
have as much as we do and to help spread passion for magic.

This past month we lost two giants of magic …
Don Wayne was an incredible magic/illusion inventor who helped anybody 
who would ask. He was a pure genius consultant/collaborator with David 
Copperfield. Social Media was flooded with people saying how much he 
helped and inspired them. A huge loss to our magic community. 

I remember General Grant from my youth, he influenced numerous 
magicians with his incredible dove productions, innovative methods and 
effects.

Thanks to their generosity and creativity their work will live forever and 
continue to inspire future generations. These two gentlemen helped move 
magic forward creating a brighter future.

Paul Romhany

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
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NEWS

SEAN HEYDON 

INSIDE THE LIFE OF A PROFESSIONAL MAGICIAN
Sean Heydon travels all of Europe performing magic. Along the way he meets some interesting characters, visits some 
stunning places and performs some cool magic.

Heydon records these experiences on his mobile phone and edits them together for your enjoyment.
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THE EHRLICH BROTHERS
BREAK THREE WORLD RECORDS

What a big success for the Ehrlich Brothers:
 
On 15 June 2019 the two brothers played the football stadium in 
Duesseldorf/Germany with a special full evening show. The show 
was sold out with 40,211 visitors. This gained Andreas and Chris 
Ehrlich a new world record for the “Largest Audience for a Magic 
Performance”. The former record with 38,503 had been set by the 
Ehrlich Brothers at their first stadium show in 2016 in Frankfurt.
 
The German magicians received a second world record by the RID 
REKORD-INSTITUT fuer DEUTSCHLAND for the “Magic trick with 
the highest number of spectators involved”. Guided by the 
Ehrlich Brothers 36,190 visitors tore four cardboards each, shuffled 
them, exchanged pieces with other visitors until only one piece 

was left. This last piece exactly fitted to another piece that the visi-
tors stored away during the process.

A third world record was not for Andreas and Chris Ehrlichbut for 
their fans. They collected the longest letter of fans in the world 
with a length of 23,023 kilometer.
 
The world record show had been filmed and will be aired on RTL 
TV in late autumn 2019.
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Sean Heydon has been working in some of the worlds
most prestigious venues for A-list celebrities and blue
chip companies for over 9 years now with his unique
style of madcap comedy and magic. Arguably the most
televised illusionist in the UK, with many television
credits to his name (including acting as the resident
illusionist on the Paul O'Grady Show, Channel 4), Sean
is also in constant demand across the BBC Radio
Network as a special guest with memorable results. A
multi-award winning entertainer, 2009 saw Sean beat
off the cream of British entertainment talent to win the
coveted ‘Specialty Act of the Year’ award as voted for
by some of the finest Agents and Bookers in the
country.
 
 Sean and his creative team are often requested to
design and perform custom illusions to help promote
companies and events. Some of the more memorable
recent requests range from making a Ferrari float in
mid-air and then vanish over the heads of the
audience to making a HGV magically appear!
 
To watch the INSIDE LIFE OF A PROFESSIONAL
MAGICIAN SERIES click on the video links to the left.
Also be sure to follow Sean on his travels to see where
his magic takes him next.
 
 
 
 

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eLDU8O5Dn40
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L8NUCC9GO_o
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pm8ekNfEmnM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJ_UnvhRQKc
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ESP Card Telepathy  
By David Dellman

Telepathy – the ability to transfer thought from one mind to another, 
to transmit or receive thought.

SET UP:  
A full pack of ESP cards = 25 
 
From bottom – first 5 cards are double faced with matching sym-
bols on both sides.

From top – first 5 cards are double back (Figure 1)

SOURCE MATERIAL: 13 Steps to Mentalism by Corinda p. 408  
 

ROUTINE:

Like all forms of communication, telepathic impressions originate 
in one mind and take shape in another. The challenge is to bridge 
these two horizons, to create an impression so clear that it cannot be 
mistaken.

We can do this by using standard symbols or we can write out 
thoughts down to make them more concrete.

One researcher that used symbols was Dr. Karl Zener in the early 
1930s 

Dr. Zener developed the symbols we now associate with ESP in fact 
some people refer to these as ESP cards 

There are five symbols that repeat five times in the typical deck. 

Show cards with a casual spread – careful not to spread too far and 
flash the double backers  

Place one of each of five face out on the stand  -The double facers. 
(Figure 2)

Fig. 1
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Dr. Zener was a close associate of Dr. JB Rhine and Dr. Rhine made the 
use of these symbols famous in psychic research at Duke University in 
the 1930’s 

Images of any kind including words or numbers provide a focal point. 
You can easily fix the image in your mind.  

They also provide a good measure of success in that, hit or miss, there 
is no room for error. 

 Turn deck over so that the backs are to the audience and the face 
is to you.

Act as if you are selecting a symbol. 

Hold up a double backer. Figure 3

Fig. 2

Fig. 3

I’m going to concentrate on this image.
Please tell me which image you think I’m holding. 

Place the selection behind the face out symbol card named.

When you get to the 5th card say:
This card might be (what ever symbol remains) or it may not.
You tell me.
Is this the card or isn’t it?
If it isn’t, I will put it back and pull another until you are sure. 

When all 5 have been identified, display each with the two card 
Monte move. Fig. 4

Fig. 4

“You said it was…”
Thumb behind fingers on top of face, with face out symbol to the 
left. Figure 5.

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
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“And it was…”
Paddle like turn over sliding cards over each other to switch posi-
tion – large movement of turn over conceals the smaller move-
ment of the slide. (Figures 6 and 7)

P.408 Steps slide fingers over each other as you rotate.

Fig. 5

Fig. 6

Fig. 7

THE LAST DROP
By Gregory Wilson 

& David Gripenwaldt

This is a bold, speedy coin-through-table that works best when 
the table is small and seats two or three. Your primary spectator 
must be seated directly across from you. 

REQUIREMENTS: 
You need an empty Starbuck's cup and two coins, preferably 
American quarters. 

PREPARATION: 
Finger-palm one of the coins in your right hand. The other coin 
and cup are on the table. 

METHOD: 
Pick up the tabled coin with your right hand, holding it between 
your thumb and forefinger. Display it and say, "Did you know 
that every table has one or two 'soft spots.' One just has to find 
them." Tap the edge of the coin against the table at two or three 
places and then move your right hand under the table and tap 
the coin against the underside. 

Address the spectator as your left hand picks up the cup and 
moves it under the table: "In a moment I want you to hold this cup 
directly under the table ... right about here ... "

As soon as the cup is moved under the table, your next coor-
dinated task is to wedge the coin between the lip (rim) of the 
cup and the underside of the table. Where you wedge the coin 
is important. First, place the coin flat against the underside 
about midway between you and the seated spectator. How you 
place it is also critical: Place the mouth of the cup flush with the 
underside of the table so that the rounded rim nearest the spec-
tator contacts the underside of the coin. The point of contact 
on the coin is about halfway-perhaps protruding a few hair-
breadths more toward the interior space of the cup's mouth. 
Press upward to wedge the coin in place. The whole action will 
take only a few seconds. 

As soon as the coin is wedged, continue holding the cup in 
place with your left hand as you right hand moves above the 
table again. As you do this, maneuver the palmed coin to your 
fingertips. 

Ask the spectator to reach under the table to hold the cup. Say, 
"Reach under and grasp the cup; however, hold it tightly against 
the underside of the table. It must stay in place so I know where it 
is ... "

Explain that you will hold the coin above the table directly over 

the cup that it underneath the table. Pretend to carefully calculate 
the exact position. Eventually maneuver the coin into a thumb 
palm as you turn your right hand palm down and then press your 
fingertips against the tabletop. 

Pretend to press down and say, "I think it's penetrating right now."
Lift your right hand and smack you fingertips down, saying: "Can 
you hear it? Move the cup toward you ... " 

When the spectator does this, the coin will dislodge and fall into 
the cup with an audible clunk. Ask the spectator to bring the cup 
up and forward. As he does this, lap the palmed coin and then 
gesture toward the cup with your empty hand, saying: "There it is ... 
right through the soft spot!" 

You, as usual, are squeaky clean. 

THE LAST DROP OF THE LAST DROP: 
By the way, if there is a slight delay between the striking move-
ment and the sound of the coin dropping into the cup, explain 
that "sometimes it takes the coin awhile to fully penetrate the table ..." 

If you are cautious about the timing and having the spectator hold 
the cup, you can use Ed Marlo's idea, which is sure-shot. Briefly, 
you place the extra (secret) coin on your thigh near your knee. The 
other coin is on the table, next to the cup.

Explain the plot. Then take the empty cup below the table and 
place it between your legs, near your knees and aligned with the 
previously placed coin. 

When you apparently "spike" the coin against the table, quickly 
move your knees in a direction away from the coin. This will cause 
the coin to audibly drop into the cup. As usual, timing is essential. 
The rest should be obvious.

(Re-printed with permission from Coffeehouse Conjuring - Im-
promptu Magic With A Little Preparation.)
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If you are cautious about the timing and having the spectator hold 
the cup, you can use Ed Marlo's idea, which is sure-shot. Briefly, 
you place the extra (secret) coin on your thigh near your knee. The 
other coin is on the table, next to the cup.

Explain the plot. Then take the empty cup below the table and 
place it between your legs, near your knees and aligned with the 
previously placed coin. 
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The rest should be obvious.

(Re-printed with permission from Coffeehouse Conjuring - Im-
promptu Magic With A Little Preparation.)
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+ FREE EXTRAS!

From now until June 21st, with your order of RUBICON 2.0 at The Secret Source,
you’ll receive over $100 worth of products for FREE!

Choose from one of two sets:

Don’t forget to view the videos!

OPTION   A OPTION   B
$120 FREE PRODUCTS!

Unleashed ($35 value)

Pointless ($45 value)

Pip Streak ($20 value)

Foreign Affair ($20 value)

$125 FREE PRODUCTS!

Peek Pack ($45 value)

Pointless ($45 value)

Unleashed ($35 value)

www.thesecretsource.com

CHECK IT OUT!

A V A I L A B L E  F R OM  

S T E V E N S  M A G I C  
E M P O R I U M  

S C O T T  S T  C L A I R  

BLOODSUCKER R A T O O N  1 & 2  

CROSS MY PALM 

"I love this, 
it's brilliant!" 
Neal Scryer 

"I wholeheartedly endorse it " 
Paul Voodini 

"This is a great book test -stop 
reading this-and order it 

NOW!" 
 Harvey Leeds 

"Highly recommended" 
Steve Drury  & 
Todd Landman 

"Top stuff!" 
Ben Cardall 

"My prediction - his rise will 
continue for a long time."  

Neal Scryer 

"I’ll be using this – in fact 
I’ve already started!” 

Richard Webster 

"Should become a ‘standard’.”  
Lee Earle 

C o l l e c t i o n  

Hard Hitting, Practical Mental Effects Five Outcomes - One Book 

A Reading System Based On Coins 

E x c l u s i v e l y
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Mike Po-wers' Ne-w Book Has Arrived 
Mike's last book, POWER PLAYS, was voted 
BOOK OF THE YEAR on the Magic Cafe and 
2nd place in the Magic Industry awards. Here's 
what the experts said about Power Plays: 

"There so much to like about 'Power Plays.' I 
can't say enough about it." FIVE STARS Wayne 
Kawamoto 

" ... I often pick out a few highlights to accompa
ny my assessment. The problem with this book 
is that it's full of highlights." Peter Duffie 

"In Tesseract, Mr. Powers unleashes 55 items for the close-up connoisseur. While most 
of the material involves cards, the author also includes effects using coins, bills, ring, 
rubber bands, an iPhone and paper money . 

... provides the reader with access to free on-line video instructions of all the techniques 
he employs. What a guy!... There is so much good stuff within these pages. 

I thoroughly enjoyed Tesseract. This book boasts a bountiful buffet of bewilderments. 
Buy it. Highly Recommended." �� • August 2019.

"TESSERACT is a whopper of a book, both in physical heft and in content -
��� (Little Egypt Magic) 

"This is a beautifully printed book that is loaded with gems. I can not give it high 
enough praise. I will be learning and adding several of these routines very soon.TES-
SERACT is highly recommended. . . • . (The Magic Portal) 

"Do you like great magic? Why are you wasting time reading this quote about a fantas
tic book you should have been reading?" ............. =�w 

http://soon.TES
http://www.mallofmagic.com/tesseract.htm
http://www.mallofmagic.com/tesseractdemos.html
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KIDS
MAGIC

$100 Dollar CHILD 
 

MAGIC ROUTINE

COLIN UNDERWOOD

EFFECT 
The child is called up to assist. He is stood in 
front of the performer preferably on a small 
stool. Performer proceeds with bill switch 
in front of the child’s face. The child looks 
like he performs the bill switch as his hands 
are up next to the performer’s hands. The 
strong subtlety is the fact that it looks like 
the child can see what is happening behind 
the bank note. The reaction from the audi-
ence is very strong and if a magician is 
watching, a fooler.
NOTE: I have sometimes performed paper 
balls over the head which fools the child 
and then follow up with the Bill switch. 

SET UP 
A bank note is pre-folded in your favourite 
method for the famous bill switch. (See 
John Lovicks book Switch) 

A small fold up stool. Make sure it has rub-
ber stoppers on the legs so it does not slip 
on floor tiles.

Thumb tip. Small Vernet type. Important it 
must be a new one and not discoloured.

ROUTINE 
Ask for a child to come up and help. You 
must not choose the over active child here, 
rather a quitter type child.
Place him in front of you, either on a small 
step or on the floor where you bend behind 
him.

Have the thumb tip on your right thumb. 
Take out bank note and hold it in front of 
the child. Keep the tip hidden at this point 
from the child by turning the note slightly 
backwards so bottom of note is more for-
ward. The child takes the note. You must 
reposition your hands so the thumb tip 
is hidden under the child’s forearm and 
wrist. Direct the child to show one side of 
the audience then the other. You take the 
note back from the child and perform the 
bill switch. The secret to this routine is very 
simple, the child can not discern the thumb 
tip when the note is so close to the face. It’s 
a blur. Have him blow on the note at appro-
priate time and unfold new note. Have him 
hold note and show both left and right with 
the audience.

Let him hold the note just long enough so 
the audience starts to think he will receive 
the bank note that has changed say to 

$100! In South Africa the bank notes are 
different colours so the change is instant. 
I would have the child step off the raised 
block and walk to the front row of audience 
showing the note. 

Let him return to his original position and 
then snatch the note from him. This gives 
the ending a completion and a laugh. Here 
it is important to get the audience to really 
applaud him.

Advanced move. At start of routine you 
place the child on the stool. Look at him 
and say something along the lines of smile 
and don’t cross your arms like a grumpy 
person. You show him what you mean. 
Cross your arms and leave thumb tip under 
your armpit. You can now show the hands 
empty on both sides. You can also have him 
look at the note, but not a necessity. 

AFTERTHOUGHTS
I have no idea how long I have performed 
this but it is at least 20 years or more. So far 
as I know it is original to myself. I perform 
the standard Kowalski bill switch. I always 
give the child a thank you gift in the form of 
a balloon animal. 
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LOUIE FOXX 
REAL SPLIT DECK

 EFFECT:  You place a prediction card face 
down on the table.  You introduce a full deck 
of cards that you then proceed to rip in half!  A 
card is selected from each half and they aren’t 
the same card…however you turn over your 
prediction card and it matches their two half 
cards!

NEEDED:  You will need a deck of cards that you don’t 
mind destroying and a half and half prediction card.  

To make a prediction card that’s half one card and one half an-
other card you will need to split two cards.  The first card you will 
spit halfway and the second card you’ll completely split and keep 
just the face.   

Rip just the face layer of the first card in half and rip the face layer 
of the second card in half (figure 1).  Glue the half of the second 
card to the first half, then glue the first half so that it overlaps the 
second half (figure 2).  Let the glue dry and the half and half pre-
diction card is ready to go.

Set Up:  You will need the two cards that match the half and half 
prediction card on top of the deck.  In our example the half and 
half prediction card is the king of clubs and the six of hearts, so the 
top two cards of the deck will be the king of clubs and the six of 
hearts. 

ROUTINE:     

“I learned to do rip a deck when I was younger. One of my roommates 
was a circus strongman. He could do things like rip a phone book in 
half, take a cast iron frying pan and roll it up like a burrito, open a 
pickle jar on the first try.”

Introduce the deck of cards and half and half prediction card, 
keeping its face hidden.

“One of the things that he trained me to do was rip a deck of cards 
in half. It takes exactly 713 pound per square inch of pressure to rip a 
deck of cards.  The wrist strength to do this is common in every circus 
strongman and teenage boy.“

Rip the deck of cards in half.  (see notes for info on how to rip a 
deck of cards in half )
“You’re going to take a card and you’re going to take a card. Hopefully 
your cards will match each other and my card.”

Right now your force cards are the top two cards of each half of 
the deck.  Classic force (or use any force you are comfortable with) 
the top card of one half and the second from the top card of the 
second half.  

“Like two turtles, your cards match on the back …”

Hold the two selections backs to the audience. 

“The odds of them matching now that there are double the cards, is 
one in fifty two times fifty two. Or one in two thousand, seven hun-
dred and four. There’s also a one hundred percent odd that my math 
is wrong.” 

Turn the cards over to show that they don’t match on the front.  

“On the front…They match about as much as my mom and her first 
husband.”
“Oh, wait. I put my card here, hopefully it matches one of your cards.” 

Turn over the prediction card to show that is matches the two 
selections. 

“Like a half Hawaiian, half pepperoni pizza, this end perfectly!”

Notes:  Clearly this was inspired by Robert Haskell’s Split Deck 
routine.   

If you don’t know how to do the classic force, or how to split cards, 
a quick google search will help you find all sorts of tutorials. 

I learned to tear a deck of cards in half from a friend of mine who 
actually is a circus strong man, however you can learn from the 
excellent video on YouTube by Chris Rider at:  https://youtu.be/
K4jQIAgPYxI

I carry the prediction card in my wallet, so I can do it anywhere 
there’s a deck of cards…as long as the owner of the deck is OK 
with it being destroyed. 
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PRODUCT HIGHLIGHT

PACK SMALL PLAY BIG
ERIC BEDARD & VORTEX MAGIC

A MASTERCLASS FOR ANYBODY WHO PERFORMS OR WANTS TO 
BREAK IN TO THE CORPORATE MARKET. IT IS VERY RARE TO FIND 
A PERFORMER GIVING AWAY EVERYTHING THEY LEARNT OVER A 
CAREER, BUT THIS IS EXACTLY WHAT ERIC DOES - HE EXPLAINS 
HIS ENTIRE STAND-UP CORPORATE ACT!! THIS ACT HAS TAKEN 
HIM AROUND THE WORLD TO EXTREME HIGH-END CORPORATE 
EVENTS, BEING HIRED BY MAJOR CELEBRITIES AND YEARS OF 
WORK ON CRUISE SHIPS.

YOU GET TO WATCH A FULL PERFORMANCE WITH ERIC AT A  
CORPORATE FUNCTION THEN HEAR AN INTERVIEW WHERE HE 
OPENS UP ABOUT SOME REAL TRADE SECRETS ABOUT GETTING 
HIGHER PAID GIGS AND KEEPING GREAT CLIENTS. ERIC IS SO WELL 
PAID THAT THEY OFTEN SEND A PRIVATE JET TO PICK HIM UP!!  IN 
MY OPINION HIS TIP ON GETTING PHOTOS WITH CELEBRITIES AT 
A GIG IS WORTH WAY MORE THAN THE ASKING PRICE OF THIS 
ENTIRE SET!!!

IN THE SECOND DVD YOU WILL LEARN EVERY ASPECT OF HIS ACT, 
FROM THE TABLES HE TRAVELS WITH TO HIS FINALE WHICH IS 
GAURANTEED TO GET S TANDING OVATION. ANENTIRE STAND-UP 
SHOW THAT PACKS SMALL AND PLAYS BIG.

FROM: www.vortexmagic.com
PRICE: $55.00 US

TWO DVD SET AND DOWNLOAD ACCESS 
included with purchase.

For over 25 years Eric Bedard has been the go 
to magician for a long list of celebrities which 
include David Foster, Oprah, Sarah MacLachian, 
Steven Tyler, CeeLo Green, Pamela Anderson, 
Sinbad, The Tenors, Olivia Newton John and 
many, many others.
He often travels to gigs around the world on a 
private jet and has designed a show that packs 
small in one carry on, and will play BIG. This is 
the show he performed on cruise ships, for high 
end corporate clients and various television 
appearances. 

For the very first time Eric performs his show 
LIVE for an audience then heads to the studio 
to EXPLAIN EVERYTHING. What you have here is 
25 years of experience in a FULL corporate show 
filmed in front of a live audience PLUS bonus 
material where Eric is interviewed and shares his 
wealth of knowledge on getting high paid gigs, 
how to keep them AND many secrets including a 
sure fire way to get photos with celebrities. 

There is something on here for everybody from 
the complete beginner to the seasoned pro. 
Eric's BrainPower routine is something every 
professional will want to add to their repertoire. 

This is a FULL stand-up act that is designed to pack 
flat and PLAY BIG!! Eric holds nothing back and gives 
EVERYTHING away in this two DVD set. 

INCLUDED:
DVD 1 - FULL live performance

PLUS Jason Verners sits down for one-on-one interview 
with Eric where you Eric opens up about working for 
A-list celebrities for 25 years, how he got the job, how 
to dress for high paid gigs, etc. PLUS his Ultimate Match 
Pull gimmick. 

DVD 2 - Explanations in FULL detail of his entire Stand-
Up ACT. 

- Tables - These are the tables Eric carries on him and 
can carry his entire show. 
- Quick fire opening with effects including Flash Ball, 

Burnt & Restored List, Mouth Coil, and 
other effects.
* Stand-up Coins Across - Eric's 
stage handling of a close-up routine 
* BrainPower - his FULL comedy 
routine complete with gags. This is a full 
15 minute routine. 
* Multiple Card Selection - This 
is the finale to Eric's act and something 
that really does pack small and PLAYS 
BIG! This is a fast moving routine that 
has a lot of magic happening and has a 
kicker ending nobody will see coming!

MY THOUGHTS:
When you watch Eric work you know  
you are watching somebody who is a real 
world worker. He is smooth, his patter 

is perfect and everything fits perfectly 
in to place. It's a real thrill to watch. I've 
known Eric for some time and have seen 
him really do some incredible work with 
his audience. This DVD (for those who 
don't have a DVD player you do get 
download access)  is filled not only with 
great magic but tips and advice that only 
come from years of performing. For over 
25 years he has been the go to magician 
for many well known celebrities and that 
is the REAL secret of his career.  It's all 
about how you dress, pre-show work with 
clients and what you do after the gig.   
 
There is an interview with Eric on the 
first DVD where he shares some of these 
things as well as a match pull that should 
have been on the market years ago. It's a 

No-fail gimmick that he hand makes.  There 
are two routines on here that in my opinion 
could be a main feature in any working 
act.  His BRAINPOWER and Multiple Card 
Selection. If you need a solid 20 minutes 
these two routines alone would easily fit 
the bill.

The DVD is called PACK SMALL PLAY BIG 
because of the amount of travel Eric does, 
and his act is definitely that. He even goes 
in to detail about his tables which he takes 
on as carry on! 
 
There is something on here for every level 
of performer, from the amateur to the full 
time professional. Whether it be a routine 
or a tip everybody will get their money's 
worth and more from this product.

"I Love Eric's Magic- 
Incredible spirit, 
amazing magic 
and wonderful 

presentations - Eric 
Bedard continues to 
elevate and advance 

the Art of Magic!"
- Shawn Farquhar
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PRODUCT HIGHLIGHT
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THE 
KING OF 
COOL
Imagine flying to gigs on a private jet, 
performing for A-List celebrities at 
events that cost $1500 a ticket and 
commanding great fees. Eric Bedard is 
not only the King Of Cool but Also The 
King of Corporate Entertainment.

FEATURE STORY

Words: PAUL ROMHANY

As long as I've known Eric Bedard he 
has been called, "The Cool Magic 
Dude." This was a character he de-

veloped and the persona fits him perfectly. 
He exemplifies what being cool is all about.  
Eric is somebody who carved a niche for 
himself working for high-end functions 
performing and being requested by major 
celebrities for their private functions and 
fundraisers. The fact that he gets flown to 
many of these type of gigs on a private jet 
shows that he has been doing something 
right for the past 25 plus years. 

He is an equally skilled close-up performer 
as he is a stand-up performer. This month 
sees the release of his compilation DVD 
"Pack Small Play Big," in which Eric gives 
it all away. He shares the show he has per-
formed on ships, and continues to perform 
at these celebrity functions and corporate 
events. For me the real secret of getting 
this type of work lies in the business side 
of things, and Eric also gives that away.  It 
really is quite the material and will be of 
interest to every style of performer.  I was 

able to sit down with Eric and get an exclu-
sive interview for VANISH.

Eric Bedard was born in 1950, in North Bay 
Ontario and began his magic career at the 
age of 7 as assistant to his Dad, Ray Bedard, 
who performed in that local area as The 
Great Gilbini. 

In the late 60’s, early 70’s  Eric toured with 
Rock Bands using magic to introduce the 
Bands as well as performing at after-
parties. 

The 1980’s saw Eric enter the Sales & moti-
vational speaking fields however, in 1993 
at the age of 43, Eric approached his wife 
Linda and said “I want to be a magician 
when I grow up, and I need to take a year 
off from work - I will practice a minimum of 
40-50 hours a week; and I guarantee you 
two things: 
1.- I will make $ 100,000.00 a year from 
magic 
2.- I will take you around the world.” 
Linda agreed, perhaps an example of Eric’s 
past sales experience in action. (BTW, both 
promises were met).

PHOTO BELOW: Eric performing for 
Samburu Warriors.
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I Love Eric’s Magic- 
Incredible spirit, amazing 

magic and wonderful 
presentations - Eric 
Bedard continues to 

elevate and advance the 
Art of Magic!

- Shawn Farquhar

 
So in 1994, the Bedard’s moved to Victoria 
BC, where tourism is a Billion Dollar industry, 
so Eric could pursue his magic career and 
Linda could carry on with her nursing career.

One day in 1994, while walking in the Inner 
Harbour, Eric and Linda saw a Paddle-wheel-
er boat pulling into the Harbour. Once the 
ship docked, Eric approached the manager 
and found out it was going to be offering 3 
hour fine dining dinner cruises; Eric volun-
teered to perform table side magic at their 
‘Fam Tour’ the following week for the Hospi-
tality industry. Eric was a huge hit and many 
people wanted to leave him a tip. Eric said 

PHOTO ABOVE: Left to Right - , CEO Mike Ravenhill, Fraser 
Walters of the Tenors ,Singer Kelly Levesque, Eric Bedard 

and David Foster.
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“No thank you, but if you enjoyed the 
magic, just let the management know 
when you leave the ship.” As the over 
120 professionals disembarked and were 
handed their bag of ‘swag’ they thanked 
the Captain and the manager and every-
one complimented the great magic they 
had witnessed on board.

Eric says “The manager walked up to me 
after the cruise and said “We are never 
setting sail without you on board”. 
 
After one Year as the Ship Magician, Eric 
took over as Host as well as on board 
magician. Over the next 4 years he often 
performed magic on 30 to 40 cruises per 
month during the busy season. “It was a 
great time to practice chops, and polish 
routines - I got to perform for at least 12 
to 15 tables of customers every cruise, 
in a fine dining setting while we cruised 
the local waters of beautiful Victoria. It 
was a dream gig. And it was $150.00 per 
cruise plus boarding tips!”
 
Eric learned many effects that allowed 
him to hand out his business cards 
(Michael Close’s Pothole trick was a great 
effect for this) as well as using the backs 
of his business cards to write predictions 
on. This led to many Corporate gigs.
 
Because of the contracts made on the 
ship Eric met many professionals and 
that eventually led to a very lucrative 
trade show Career during the slow 
season ;(one year alone Eric did 31 trade 
shows). “Shawn Farquhar was a Huge 

help when I first began trade shows. 
My strength was and still is creating 
routines and writing scripts that gets a 
company’s message out in an efficient 
and effective manner”. Doc Eason, 
while on a lecture tour, stated that Eric 
had the best version of Anniversary 
Waltz that he had seen and he also 
loved Eric’s Corporate Version. “Doc got 
a gig in Seattle a year or so later and 
left a message on my voice mail asking 
me for help on patter for the company 
for Ann. Waltz. I saved that message 
for a year or so. I also suggested to Doc 
that he put out a DVD because of the 
many different versions of A.W. and I 
would share my Corporate Version on 
that as well.” Doc did put the DVD out a 
year later, but scheduling did not allow 
the two to connect for that routine to 
be included.
“It is coming out in the Fall of 2019" 
- (watch for ‘Corporate Conjuring’ - 
Vortex Magic).
 
On one of the dinner cruises in Victoria, 
Eric performed for Mike & Cassandra 
Ravenhill. Mike was (and still is) the 
CEO of the David Foster Foundation 
and he immediately started booking 
Eric for Gigs with the Foundation and 
for Celebrity events. “I have been work-
ing with Michael for over 25 years now 
and have had the good fortune to per-
form for 100’s of the top celebrities in 
the world. Michael, David and I became 
great friends and I was always ready at 
a moment’s notice to catch a private jet 

On tour with CEO Mike Ravenhill

and perform magic effects that leave a last-
ing impression with guests at every event.”  
David developed an interest in magic and 
would often arrange for Eric to meet up in 
LA and then travel on the private jet so Eric 
could teach him a few tricks. “David still 
performs a couple of effects that I taught 
him years ago”.
 
After that dining ship left Victoria, Eric 
went to bigger ships performing on Prin-
cess Cruise Lines for 5 years before tiring of 
the travel and resigning from cruising.
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DAVID FOSTER
Everyone should have the 
opportunity to see Eric perform 
his incredible magic!   Eric is the 
David Foster of Magic. He is the 
‘Magic Johnson’ of Magicians. 
Outstanding!”

JOSH GROBAN
“Eric Bedard is the Master of all 
Magicians… he warped my mind, 
what fun!” 

PAMELA ANDERSON

” What happened in my hands is 
not possible!  I loved Eric’s Magic”

With Ceelo Green With Pamela Anderson

Although Eric is in semi retirement mode now - “I still do 8 or 10 
stand up shows and 15 to 20 Parlour/Close-up gigs a year and it is 
great to be able to pick and choose these days”. Eric says it is now 
time to share a few items that he learned performing over the 
years. “So many magicians are just waiting for the next trick of the 
week to make them famous or get them gigs. Many do not know 
how to tailor a routine or effect to get them more bookings and 
also to get them rebooked”. 

“I am happy to be booked on some lecture tours in 2020 where I 
will share very valuable information on Corporate Conjuring - per-
forming effects that will get you all kinds of bookings, not just pick 
a card tricks and watch magic boy (or girl) find it!”

Eric has just released his ‘Pack Small, Play Big” DVD set & online 
version to the magic community. “Like many magicians my props 
did not make it to the Princess ship for a one month (3 x 12 day 
cruises) contract in the Mediterranean. So I devised a complete 
act that could fit in a carry on. I was able to put a 45 minute stage 
act, a 20 W.A.B show and 3 tables into a carry on bag.”

“And I am about to release many of my creations on the upcom-
ing  ‘Corporate Conjuring’  set in the Fall. “I love working with 
Philip Ryan, Jason Verners and the Crew at Vortex Magic. It is 
great to be part of the team, ‘keeping the magic alive!’

“I owe a debt gratitude to Tony & Julie Eng, Ron Bell, Shawn 
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SINBAD
“Dude! Dude! That is messed up! 
No matter how many times I see 
your magic, you mess me up!”- 

BRIAN MCKNIGHT
"That is impossible  - your magic 
makes me crazy - absolutely 
unbelievable !” 

KELLY LEVESQUE

“I would love to give you a quote, 
but it is hard to verbalize screams!  
My most favorite magician in the 
World! I can not believe what 
happened in my hands ”

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
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Farquhar, Aaron Peeke-Vout, Murray 
Hatfield and of course my favourite magic 
dude and best friend, my Dad, Ray Bedard 
(1929 - 2006). I am grateful every day that I 
get to do this for a living, it is such a joy to 
perform and share magic. Recently a lady 
came up to me after a show and said: ‘“In 
the past some magicians made me feel like 
they just wanted to fool me, a few acted 
like they thought they were superior to us 
- you made me happy - You are having fun 
up there aren’t you?”
Me: “mmm, Yes, I am.”
“Well it shows and it is contagious. Keep it 
up”.
“I plan to."

After such a long and successful career 
Eric is now sharing his signature routines 
and secrets to his success with the magic 
community. With the new release of PACK 
SMALL PLAY BIG double DVD  and earlier 
this year one of his original close-up rou-
tines called  suspenZ magicians are now 
able to enjoy Eric's magic for themselves. 
In the fall of this year Eric will release his 
Close-Up corporate material through 
Vortex Magic. For more information visit 
http://www.vortexmagic.com
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TWO FUNNY STORIES

2002, at one of my first David Foster 
Foundation events, I was in the green 
room entertaining for Patti LaBelle, Johnny 
Rivers, Johnny Mathis, Merv Griffin and 
a few other Celebs.  Patti was loving the 
magic  and left to go get her band of 10 or 
12 musicians and bring them to the main 
green room to see some of my magic. 
Security would not let the entire band in. 
Patti crossed her arms and said if her band 
could not come in to see some magic then 
she was not going on. 

I did 25 minutes and finished with my 
multiple selection routine closing with 
‘Headline’ for Patti’. Several hours later 
when the show was over, Patti found me 
and said “Eric. I appreciate this very much,  
but I am not going to take this newspaper 
home with me. How about if I sign it and 
give it back to you?”  She inscribed “Eric, 
God Bless your hands! Patti LaBelle” 
I still have that newspaper headline.”

David Foster loves card on ceiling (check 
out website for the first time I did it for him 
& Yolanda, Sinbad and a few other celebs) 
- one venue had a sloped ceiling from 12 
feet to about 20 feet high - I have done it 
on a 30 ft high ceiling, and have also done 
it on a sloped ceiling (Thank you Michael 
Chaut for the tip on wrapping just the deck 
with a 2nd rubber band). I tossed the deck 
up - the card stuck but the deck kept slid-
ing up the slope and went into the ceiling 
fan and was gone! No one saw the deck 
get sucked in as it happened so fast - so it 
looked as if the entire deck melted right 
through the ceiling, and left just the signed 
card behind. Cool trick!!!  - later when we 
went out to the limo, the parking lot was 
covered in tiny pieces of chewed up laying 
cards! 

39VANISH MAGAZINE      www.VanishMagazine.com

http://www.vortexmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.vortexmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com


Farquhar, Aaron Peeke-Vout, Murray 
Hatfield and of course my favourite magic 
dude and best friend, my Dad, Ray Bedard 
(1929 - 2006). I am grateful every day that I 
get to do this for a living, it is such a joy to 
perform and share magic. Recently a lady 
came up to me after a show and said: ‘“In 
the past some magicians made me feel like 
they just wanted to fool me, a few acted 
like they thought they were superior to us 
- you made me happy - You are having fun 
up there aren’t you?”
Me: “mmm, Yes, I am.”
“Well it shows and it is contagious. Keep it 
up”.
“I plan to."

After such a long and successful career 
Eric is now sharing his signature routines 
and secrets to his success with the magic 
community. With the new release of PACK 
SMALL PLAY BIG double DVD  and earlier 
this year one of his original close-up rou-
tines called  suspenZ magicians are now 
able to enjoy Eric's magic for themselves. 
In the fall of this year Eric will release his 
Close-Up corporate material through 
Vortex Magic. For more information visit 
http://www.vortexmagic.com
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TWO FUNNY STORIES

2002, at one of my first David Foster 
Foundation events, I was in the green 
room entertaining for Patti LaBelle, Johnny 
Rivers, Johnny Mathis, Merv Griffin and 
a few other Celebs.  Patti was loving the 
magic  and left to go get her band of 10 or 
12 musicians and bring them to the main 
green room to see some of my magic. 
Security would not let the entire band in. 
Patti crossed her arms and said if her band 
could not come in to see some magic then 
she was not going on. 

I did 25 minutes and finished with my 
multiple selection routine closing with 
‘Headline’ for Patti’. Several hours later 
when the show was over, Patti found me 
and said “Eric. I appreciate this very much,  
but I am not going to take this newspaper 
home with me. How about if I sign it and 
give it back to you?”  She inscribed “Eric, 
God Bless your hands! Patti LaBelle” 
I still have that newspaper headline.”

David Foster loves card on ceiling (check 
out website for the first time I did it for him 
& Yolanda, Sinbad and a few other celebs) 
- one venue had a sloped ceiling from 12 
feet to about 20 feet high - I have done it 
on a 30 ft high ceiling, and have also done 
it on a sloped ceiling (Thank you Michael 
Chaut for the tip on wrapping just the deck 
with a 2nd rubber band). I tossed the deck 
up - the card stuck but the deck kept slid-
ing up the slope and went into the ceiling 
fan and was gone! No one saw the deck 
get sucked in as it happened so fast - so it 
looked as if the entire deck melted right 
through the ceiling, and left just the signed 
card behind. Cool trick!!!  - later when we 
went out to the limo, the parking lot was 
covered in tiny pieces of chewed up laying 
cards! 
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BOOKING
& REPEAT GIGS
TOP 10 LIST

1

2

3

4

5

INVEST IN BRAND 
DEVLEOPLEMNT
created and implemented by 
a professional design firm. (I 
have done this for Corporate 
Conjurers, The Cool Magic 
Dude and Magic by Eric 
Bedard. I highly recommend 
Larry Durand Design: larry@
larrydurand.com

VOLUNTEER TO 
PERFORM MAGIC FOR 
HIGH END CORPORATE 
EVENTS AND LEAVE 
BROCHURES - Have 
Signage with photo at entry so 
you never have to explain who 
you are when you walk up to 
a group - (for every strolling/
close-up gig).
 

ATTEND AS MANY 
CORPORATE 
FUNCTIONS AS YOU 
CAN even as a guest - hand 
out cards & collect contact info 
to send brochures to.

 LEARN MISSION 
STATEMENT, Slogans, 
Recent Promotions & press 
releases of every client, 
even when performing for 
local Clubs (Kiwanis, Lions, 
Kinsmen, etc)

DO TONS OF PRE-SHOW 
WORK - study Company 
CEO’s, CFO & Owner, Board of 
Directors, Company history, get 
Jpeg of Company Logo and 
Event Slogan or catch phrase
 

6 VOLUNTEER TO 
SPEAK & PERFORM on 
the Business Luncheon and 
Breakfast Club Circuit - have 
your promo for hand out. 
Paul Romhany's KEY NOTE 
SPEAKING is an excellent 
book on this subject with lots 
of great examples.

8 ASSOCIATE WITH 
SUCCESSFUL 
MAGICIANS & Non 
Magician Successful 
Executives.

9 CONSTANTLY DO 
WHAT YOU DO
 Perform, record, edit, 
perform record, edit - repeat 
ad infinitum.

10

7

LIVE ONE DAY AT A 
TIME
 Invest in 'Pack Small Play 
Big' which is out NOW 
and ‘Corporate Conjuring’ 
(Fall of 2019) - from Vortex 
Magic) - I know this is a 
plug, but nothing like this 
has ever been released to 
the Magic Community in 
the past - and this will get 
you tons of work. Both of 
these have my entire lifes 
work and tips on how i got 
these amazing gigs.

CREATE NEW ROUTINES and/or alter Classics that leave a 
strong impression or memento - do not expect to get rebooked just 
because you are a cool magic dude who does clever tricks 

WORDS: ERIC BEDARD
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Oh, wow! The Ontario Week of Wonder 
OWOW Magic Festival is a seven-day 
public celebration of magic and illusion 
held in downtown Fergus, Ontario Canada.  

The festival of magic and magicians is like 
no other!  

 OWOW Magic Festival happens the 
last week in October and coincides with 
National Magic Week Oct 24-31.  It’s an 
immersive magical experience featuring 
some of the world’s greatest magicians 
with events happening table-to-table, 
around town and at the historic Fergus 
Grand Theatre. 

Families will be able to enjoy an afternoon 
of magical experiences that complement 
the area’s month-long festival of Hallow-
een called Monster Month.  

Simultaneously to the magic festival for 
the general public, there is a secret gather-
ing of magicians who will celebrate, share 
and learn their art with each other.

Let’s step back because you might have 
two immediate questions. First, where the 
heck is Fergus? And second, who is behind 
all this?

 Fergus, Ontario, is the largest community 
in Centre Wellington, one hour drive from 
Toronto.  The Township of Centre Wel-
lington lies along a stunning stretch of the 
Grand River known for its natural beauty 
and gorge with 80ft limestone cliffs.  

The area has gained tremendous popu-
larity over the past twelve years and has 
recently been featured in National Geo-
graphic, BlogTO, and countless blockbuster 
movies.

The Township of Centre Wellington is a 
year-round tourism destination but has 
gained massive popularity during October 
because of Monster Month, an annual 
month-long festival that draws zombies 
from near and far.

A perfect location for magic and adven-
ture.  It might sound like an ideal place to 
start a career in magic, and that’s precisely 
what Ryan Joyce did.  Like most magicians, 
Ryan caught the magic bug in his early 
teens, but as an entrepreneur, he wasn’t 
satisfied with doing birthday parties for his 
entire career. 

Together with a business plan in hand (and 
likely a PowerPoint presentation), Ryan 
convinced his Student Council and Drama 
Executive to fund the construction of a 
full-scale illusion show that he produced in 
his final year. 

A national promoter got his hands on a 
copy of the show and booked Ryan for a 
ten week tour that ended in 13 years of 
cross-country tours. From there he has 
spent 10 years working the cruise market. 

 

Ryan Joyce is a man who wears many top 
hats. Today, Ryan is a magician, illusionist, 
hypnotist, producer and filmmaker.

 The OWOW Festival has another magical 
co-organizer who needs no introduction. 
Joan Caesar is the founder and past-
president of the Canadian Association Of 
Magicians. She has served as President of 
the International Brotherhood of Magi-
cians (2008-2009) and has over 20 years in 
various roles within the organization and 
the competitive side of professional magic 
including FISM. As a magician, Joan per-
forms magic for both children and adults 
in a variety of venues around the world.

So who is coming to the OWOW Magic 
Festival? There is an incredible line-up 
already confirmed, including Paul Rom-
hany, Stephen Bargatze, Rick Merrill, Jay 
Sankey, Carisa Hendrix (aka Lucy Daring), 
Michael CLose, Nicholas Wallace, Greg 
Frewin, Ryan Joyce, Peter Mennie and 
Owen Anderson.

And perhaps other super-secret guests?!

Many of these magicians will be pulling 
double duty at this year’s festival!  The 
majority of the festival’s team are magi-
cians, it’s going to be an incredible week 
of magic.

 Details and convention registration can be 
found at magicfestival.ca  
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 All major festival and convention events taking place downtown 
Fergus within walking distance to the Fergus Grand Theatre and 
the two evening gala shows are included with your registration.  
There is also scheduled time to experience a little of the area’s 
stunning fall colours.

Accommodations are available in Elora and Fergus, including The 
Best Western, local bed and breakfasts and the city of Guelph is 
only 20 minutes away.

 

The OWOW Festival is like no other festival. 
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A Squib in the world
 

Hello, I’m Felicity Fields and I’m a Squib. For those 
non-Harry Potter nerds, a Squib is someone who is 
born into a magical family but can’t do any magic. 
They are basically the opposite of a Muggle-born 

wizard. I’m the daughter of Lady Sarah and Keith Fields, two 
British performers based in Metro Detroit. Growing up in the 
world of magic meant, compared to my friends, I didn’t view 
society in a typical way. Not just because I’m a Brit living in 
America but because I saw every interaction as a show or 
as a learning opportunity for the act. If you are similar to the 
majority of performers I know then you cannot shut off the 
part of your brain that makes you an entertainer. You do not 
spend more than a couple of hours focusing on something 
else before you are reminded of a trick or a line to keep 
improving your show. It does not shut off. This is how I grew 
up, continuously listening, observing and commenting on my 
parent’s act (They’ve always wanted to know a muggles per-
spective, as a Squib I was the next best thing). I’ve had twen-
ty-two years of almost continuous magic, but my view of the 
magic world is slightly different from its average inhabitant.
 
Before stepping foot in The Magic Capital of The World in 
Colon, Michigan, almost 10 years ago, I was indifferent to 
magic. I was curious about the props that I was told never 
to touch (but still did). For the most part, I thought that my 
family was just a bit eccentric, and I didn’t think about what 
made us that way. But in Colon, at the Abbots Get Together, 
I learned to appreciate this world of wonder that I now adore. 
I began my journey into figuring out where I belonged in the 
magic world and I have dabbled in consulting, directing, and 
producing shows and hope to continue to do so. As I have 
attended or worked at various conventions and gigs, I’ve had 
experiences that are central to being considered a magician. 
Yet as the child of a magician, I’ve experienced these central 
themes differently from the rest of the magic world. All of this 
created someone who knows more than the muggle I am 
often treated as, but I do not perform myself. 
 
My view of magic is a complex mixture of the viewpoint of 
the performer and the viewpoint of the audience. After most 
shows, I am in awe of the skill that is used and the amount of 
time that went into rehearsing. I see the sleight of hand, the 
engineering of the illusions, and I am impressed by the over-
all performance. Even though I know how a trick is done I still 
have the audience perspective too, a childlike wonder that 
any muggle is left with after a magic show. I have been a part 
of this world for as long as I can remember, watching from 
within while simultaneously observing from the outside.
 
To say I care about this world I’ve grown up in, is an under-
statement. But as I became an adult I saw the realities of the 
worlds around me. I became disheartened by the inequality 
in society, and I notice it in the world of magic too. I realized 
that a world I saw as a safe haven was not as inclusive as 
it should be, and it made me start to wonder why? Earlier 
this year, while I was visiting the United Kingdom, I watched 
as eight magic acts were in the semifinals of Britain’s Got 

Felicity Fields
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Talent and two of the final three were magicians. I see how 
magic has become more and more popular in laymen society 
and the bright future magic could have. But as the rest of 
society pushes forward to become more equal, I don’t want to 
see our world get lost in the past.
 
The world is changing, society as a whole has altered in a 
way that can be tricky to comprehend. I often find myself 
involved in conversations surrounding the ideas of equality, 
feminism and how to handle the changes in what is, and is 
not, deemed appropriate in society. There is a new etiquette 
on how to handle identities when it comes to pronouns, race, 
disability, and it can get complicated. Throughout all these 
conversations, similar questions and concerns are brought 
up. Instead of repeating these conversations we should be 
trying to unpack them. The best way to do this is to listen to 
those willing to share their experiences.
 
This idea isn’t a new concept for the magic community. It is 
a conversation that was started long ago by many incredible 
magicians that happen to go against the traditional view of 
what a magician looks like. But, instead of only discussing it 
on certain months of the year, we are bringing it to the fore-
ground of the larger discussion about magic. So that’s what 
we are here to do. With each article in this segment, we will 
be navigating a new societal norm, bringing awareness to 
the experiences of those considered a minority, asking and 
answering questions. The goal is to bring awareness to some 
of the disparities in the world of magic and to discuss how we 
can make it better for everyone.
 
Before we can take a deeper dive into aspects of equality 
we need to care about equality. We also need to be open to 
asking and answering questions about this topic. So, I invite 
you to be a part of this conversation. If you have questions, 
ask them. When it comes to topics around equality, instead 
of remaining silent we should ask the risky questions, so we 
can learn. Submit any situation, ideas, theories, or ques-
tions through this link and throughout this segment we 
will respond to them. I am the only one with access to the 
responses, so you can freely ask any questions you have. 

If you are a minority in the world of magic, then I don’t want 
to speak for you. I want your story to be heard and to come 
from you. If you would be interested in sharing your experi-
ence (anonymously or not) you can click here to contact 
me and we can use this platform to continue this discussion. 
This conversation cannot continue, and we will never improve 
as a community if we do not find the correct answer to the 
questions we are nervous to say out loud. So please help 
me answer the questions I cannot and ask the questions that 
might make you uncomfortable. 

We have created a magical society by making the impossible 
probable and surpassing the audience’s expectations on a 
daily basis. We should do the same with equality, instead of 
falling behind we should be an example of how it’s done. So, 
let’s surpass everyone’s expectations and create an equal 
society among magicians, together. 
Until next time...

Felicity
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Producing Mallory Lewis & Lambchop

Michael with Miss America Kelly Cash 
& Miss Memphis & 2014 Miss Banana 
Pudding Festival Outstanding Teen 

Christal Williamson

the years, legends like Doug Henning, David Copperfield, 
and Mark Wilson have all taken their turns slicing, 
dicing, conjuring, and vanishing a wide array of famous 
personalities and icons.

“Any time you can include an audience volunteer, do 
so – if they are a celebrity, all the better,” Clayton said.  
Delightfully, the tradition of celebrities assisting in grand 
illusions is as strong as ever, exemplified in pop star 
Britney Spears having herself carved up by magician Ed 
Alonzo during her “Circus” concert tour, or illusionist 
Murray Sawchuck dividing Pussycat Dolls singer Kimberly 
Wyatt on a reality television show. Presently, the extensive 
reach of social media, coupled with the countless avenues 
by which celebrities seek exposure, has given magicians a 
unique outlet to publicize both themselves and a celebrity 
counterpart – while also garnering the enviable reputation 
to indirectly become known as “the magician who sawed 
Zendaya in half.” (Think about it, Zendaya.)

“Most people won’t remember who you were, but 
they will remember what you did, or that you cut the 
principal, the mayor, or even an NBA cheerleader in half,” 
Clayton said. Admittedly, Clayton acknowledged that it 
was illusionist Mark Wilson in particular who had the 
greatest influence on him in this regard. A pioneer in the 
synthesis of advertising and magic performance, it was 
Mark Wilson’s prowess at commercialization that allowed 
magic to become a profitable form of entertainment in 
the early days of American television. “I know that Mark 
Wilson would always try to incorporate the host or guest 
star on the program that he happened to be performing,” 
Clayton said. Whether Wilson was performing the Zig Zag 
Girl illusion on Cher, or helping Disney’s Mad Hatter saw 
Alice in half, there was always the presence of an elevated 
performance element by executing the illusion with a 
special volunteer.

By emulating this celebrity-centric performance style in 
recruiting minor celebrities and franchise employees 
as his assistants, Clayton makes accessible at the local 
level the same magic that fascinated him on television 
in the 1960s and 1970s. When Clayton is not slicing 
former Miss America Kelly Cash with giant blades, he is 
dividing Miss Banana Pudding Festival Outstanding Teen 
Christal Williamson and Miss Collierville Outstanding Teen 
Elizabeth Murphree in his Modern Art illusion, conjuring 
puppeteer Mallory Lewis from thin air, or performing 
the Zig Zag Girl on Miss Memphis 2017 Callie Compton. 
“Whenever I perform, I always try to include some local 
celebrity or talent, that will hopefully draw people and sell 
tickets,” Clayton said. Approaching his performances with 
this simple outlook and mindset, the results always set 
Clayton apart from his colleagues. “It’s also a great story to 
tell in the papers, or online, that you were able to put the 
host in the Zig Zag and divide her in three,” Clayton said.

Grand illusion performance has seen a resurgence of the 
classical styles on the theater scene, both in America and 
worldwide. When it comes to the classics, Clayton shared 
that he reserves a particular reverence for the Zig Zag Girl 
illusion. “If I were stuck on an island, with only one illusion 
to perform, I would choose the Zig Zag,” Clayton said. 
“Yeah, I know everyone says it’s been overdone, but the 
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audiences I perform for don’t know 
it and they think it’s awesome,” he 
added, noting that he has performed 
the Zig Zag Girl illusion with a 
volunteer right in the middle of a 
client’s living room.

Additionally, Clayton pointed out that 
he built one of his classic illusions as 
an homage to his idol and inspiration, 
Mark Wilson. “Mark Wilson had a 
sawing-in-half illusion that fooled and 
inspired me to do illusions,” Clayton 
said. “The current version that I built 
and use is a tribute to Mark Wilson’s, 
designed by Francis Martineau for 
him,” he added. Praising the design 
of Martineau as timeless in retaining 
all the grandeur that was initially 
intended, Clayton took a moment to 
reflect on the authenticity of a good 

classic illusion. “Classics are classics 
for a reason, and that is because they 
are simply good and the audience 
enjoys them,” Clayton said.

Facing the challenges of being a solo 
performer, Clayton advised that he 
overcomes difficulties with some 
guidance he heard David Copperfield 
offer during an interview several years 
ago – “the three P’s: Passion, Patience, 
and Perseverance,” Clayton said. His 
perseverance is practically contagious, 
since there is always something in the 
works for Michael Clayton. He teased 
some exciting revelations by sharing 
that he has a magic children’s show 
featuring puppets and illusions in 
the pre-production stages, alongside 
his regular illusion assistant Sarah 
Bishop. “It will have stories behind 

each episode, and I am planning a 
closed market similar to YouTube for 
delivery,” Clayton said. “That’s all I can 
say for now,” he added.

In the meantime, Michael Clayton 
continues to baffle audiences with his 
unique blend of astonishment and 
commercial promotion. So, the next 
time a magic-themed advertisement 
features a Hooters Girl sawed in 
half, a bisected NFL cheerleader, or 
Miss Memphis 2020 finds herself 
hopelessly zig-zagged, take a good 
look at the magician, because Michael 
Clayton is probably the person doing 
the dividing.

More information about Michael 
Clayton can be found at http://www.
midsouthmagic.com. 
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SPECIAL REPORT

THE VARIETY 
ARTISTS PODCAST
JOHN ABRAMS - INSPIRING US ALL
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JOHN ABRAMS, THE MAN BEHIND THE HEADSET!

BY HAL MEYERS - AKA DAMEON
For quite a while I’d seen the Variety Artist Podcast 
mentioned on FaceBook, listened to a few, and was 
intrigued. Then Leland Faulkner mentioned he was just 
interviewed by John Abrams and had passed my name to 
him as a possible interviewee.

A short while later, I’d say maybe 3.5 minutes, I received a 
friend request from John. I responded then called him, I was 
fascinated by his follow through. We hit if off immediately, 
chatted, laughed a bit and then set a date for the podcast 
interview. Wow …… 

John sent out an information form to be filled out and a 
list of things to make the podcast a breeze. I picked up the 
recommended headset and made a short outline of some 
points we would cover … on the day of the interview John 
contacted me at the planned hour, made sure vocals were 
clear … again we laughed and just started chatting. We 
spoke over two hours, covering several topics, telling stories, 
sharing notes and having a wonderful time. 

Johns enthusiasm and his ability to make folks feel at 
ease is marvelous. His excitement is infectious and his 
love of variety entertainment and entertainers is evident 
throughout all his podcasts. 

When we were through he thanked me over and over … as I 
tried to thank him. Of course he had to edit the post down to 
around an hour - which he did beautifully. 

I was truly pleased by the outcome, and even more so when 
I recommended folks to him and he jumped at the chance to 
contact them.

John is a true gem … does all this, in his spare time … for free. 
You MUST check out the list of podcasts he has to offer, its 
astounding and the information contained in those podcasts 
is invaluable.

He deserves a standing ovation …… bravo John Abrams!

“SHOW BUSINESS – Treat 

those words in the ratio that 

they are spelled – One for 

the Show and two for the 

business” – Barry Freidman

Photos Top to bottom - Barry Friedman, Avner, The Evasons and Romany
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"ASK YOURSELF THIS “WHAT 
CAN I DO TODAY IN THE 

SERVICE OF MY ART THAT 
CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN 

SOMEONE’S LIFE TOMORROW?” 
– JERI GOLDSTEIN

A standard crowd 
for John during one 
of his shows.

I have a confession. I’m a huge fan of The 
Variety Artist podcast. Every time I listen 
I’m captivated and inspired.

You may not have heard of him, but John 
Abrams is the founder and host of The Va-
riety Artist Podcast. His motto is “Great Ad-
vice, Terrific Info, Amazing Stories… From 
Top Pros in The Biz”. He interviews all types 
of successful entertainers from around the 

world and makes it available for all of us 
for free! His probing questions bring out 
the best in each and every guest. Every 
week I discover something new about 
another successful entertainer. The Variety 
Artist Podcast is now being listened to in 
47 countries and 48 states in the U.S.

Who is he and why is he doing it?
John says: “I’ve been fortunate to make my 

56 VANISH Magazine      www.VanishMagazine.com

living performing in the Southern California area for the past 20 
years. It’s time to give back.

When I was a kid, I was taught that only TV & Movie stars could 
make a living performing. That you had to be Tom Hanks or 
Madonna. But I learned that it’s not so.  Not at all! There are thou-
sands of successful entertainers around the world, just like me, 
making a living doing the thing they love. You read about them 
every month in this magazine.

I wanted to create a Free resource for artists to learn from other 
successful artists.  After all, the best way to short cut success is to 
learn how others before you did it and emulate that process.
I’m always humbled by the generosity of my guests… magicians, 
clowns, belly dancers, jugglers, circus performers. They all share 
information that you just can’t get from a quick TV or magazine 
interview.

I also wanted to show that Stars are people too. Just because we 
see them on the covers of magazines and on TV shows, we think 
they must be mythical creatures that somehow received a gift 
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from the gods to make them megastars. 
Heck, they’re just like you and me. They 
found the art they loved, and they worked 
hard and smart to make it happen.
Every artist I interview has become suc-
cessful in their own way and their own 
time.”

Let’s back up a little ... After many acting 
classes and dropping out of Jr College as a 
theater major, John was a struggling actor. 
The 80s saw him beating the streets of 
Hollywood trying to get any acting job he 
could. A few commercials, some bit parts in 
movies, a documentary for Japan as Charlie 
Chaplin. He even worked for a commercial 
agent. But work wasn’t steady at all.

Then, in the 90s, John got a job with a 
corporate magician. He learned the ropes 
(magical pun intended) stage managing 
a traveling show with dancing girls, live 
tigers, the whole enchilada. Then, in 1998 
he went out on his own and did his first 
magic show. It was a birthday party. By his 
own admission, it wasn’t very good.  But 
time and persistence paid off. He created 
“Animal Magic” and quickly became one 
of the busiest magicians in Southern Cali-
fornia, performing 6 or 7 birthday parties 
every weekend.

But there was a problem. He just had his 
second daughter and, like many of us, was 
away every weekend. So, he transitioned 
his entire business to performing school 

assemblies. That way he could be away 
when the kids were at school and then 
home when they were home. He could 
take vacations when they took vacations. 
He could be the Dad he wanted to be.
He saw the trends in society and created 
educational shows for elementary schools. 
“The Bully Game” and “Random Acts of 
Character” are still very popular today 
(and yes, he’s still doing his flagship show 
“Animal Magic”).

So, after performing over 6000 shows 
(John’s best estimate) for kids of all ages, 
he’s decided to share. Every week he inter-
views successful performers. He finds out 
how they did what they did. He gets advice 
on how to steer a career. He unearths fasci-

 “THE GUY WHO’S 
SHOVELING ELEPHANT 

POOP… AT LEAST HE’S STILL 
IN SHOW BIZ.” - KEITH 

NELSON

PHOTOS Left - Master Payne
Below left - Niels Duinker 

Right - Nick Lewin
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“

Bob Fitch

Peter Norgaard

Fank Oliver

“SHE TOLD ME ‘YOUR DOLL 
FREAKS ME OUT’.  THERE WAS 

AN INVITATION I COULDN’T 
PASS UP!” – MARK MERCHANT

nating stories about each and every guest.

Here’s the short version of some of John’s favorite stories from his 
guests:
•  How, after a tragic incident, did Steve Axtell develop an affinity 
for birds?
•  How Steve Trash was inspired by Mr. Electric and Philippe Petit.
•  Keith Nelson’s story about burning man and the drive by shoot-
ing range.
• The story of the Evasons surrounded by sharks.
• How Master Payne got his name.
• How Christopher T. Magician came up with “Yay Taco”.
• How a fortunate series of events made Frank Olivier famous.
• Bob Fitch’s hilarious story about Carol Channing and the “Fresh 
Flounder from Finland”.
• Ironically, both Craig Diamond and David Shiner have stories of a 
volunteer’s dentures flying out.
• Paul Romhany’s story of having to perform magic for the TSA – At 
the airport!
• Hal Meyers aka Dameon performing in North Korea.
• David Skale’s story of Arnold Schwarzenegger skinny dipping 
while David changed into his Batman outfit.
• Leland Faulkner’s brush with the KGB.• Mike Miclon’s 
bloody face.
And many artists stints on AGT, Penn & Teller Fool Us, Johnny 
Carson and more.

And, if you’re looking for some free advice from the masters… here ya 
go. These are some of John’s favorite quotes from some of his favorite 
people (directly from The Variety Artist Podcast)

“If you’re working with people that you love, they’re gonna love you.” 
– Annie Banannie

“Clowns solve complicated problems in simple ways and simple prob-
lems in complicated ways.” – Avner Eisenberg

 “SHOW BUSINESS – Treat those words in the ratio that they are spelled 
– One for the Show and two for the business” – Barry Freidman

“You can’t be sad when you dance!” – Celeste DeCamps

“Figuring out your character is the #1 thing you can do!” – Christo-
pher T. Magician

 “Be creative.  It’s fun!  It’s healthy!  And it sets you apart from the 
competition.” – Dale K

59VANISH MAGAZINE      www.VanishMagazine.com

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com


from the gods to make them megastars. 
Heck, they’re just like you and me. They 
found the art they loved, and they worked 
hard and smart to make it happen.
Every artist I interview has become suc-
cessful in their own way and their own 
time.”

Let’s back up a little ... After many acting 
classes and dropping out of Jr College as a 
theater major, John was a struggling actor. 
The 80s saw him beating the streets of 
Hollywood trying to get any acting job he 
could. A few commercials, some bit parts in 
movies, a documentary for Japan as Charlie 
Chaplin. He even worked for a commercial 
agent. But work wasn’t steady at all.

Then, in the 90s, John got a job with a 
corporate magician. He learned the ropes 
(magical pun intended) stage managing 
a traveling show with dancing girls, live 
tigers, the whole enchilada. Then, in 1998 
he went out on his own and did his first 
magic show. It was a birthday party. By his 
own admission, it wasn’t very good.  But 
time and persistence paid off. He created 
“Animal Magic” and quickly became one 
of the busiest magicians in Southern Cali-
fornia, performing 6 or 7 birthday parties 
every weekend.

But there was a problem. He just had his 
second daughter and, like many of us, was 
away every weekend. So, he transitioned 
his entire business to performing school 

assemblies. That way he could be away 
when the kids were at school and then 
home when they were home. He could 
take vacations when they took vacations. 
He could be the Dad he wanted to be.
He saw the trends in society and created 
educational shows for elementary schools. 
“The Bully Game” and “Random Acts of 
Character” are still very popular today 
(and yes, he’s still doing his flagship show 
“Animal Magic”).

So, after performing over 6000 shows 
(John’s best estimate) for kids of all ages, 
he’s decided to share. Every week he inter-
views successful performers. He finds out 
how they did what they did. He gets advice 
on how to steer a career. He unearths fasci-

 “THE GUY WHO’S 
SHOVELING ELEPHANT 

POOP… AT LEAST HE’S STILL 
IN SHOW BIZ.” - KEITH 

NELSON

PHOTOS Left - Master Payne
Below left - Niels Duinker 

Right - Nick Lewin
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Bob Fitch

Peter Norgaard

Fank Oliver

“SHE TOLD ME ‘YOUR DOLL 
FREAKS ME OUT’.  THERE WAS 

AN INVITATION I COULDN’T 
PASS UP!” – MARK MERCHANT

nating stories about each and every guest.

Here’s the short version of some of John’s favorite stories from his 
guests:
•  How, after a tragic incident, did Steve Axtell develop an affinity 
for birds?
•  How Steve Trash was inspired by Mr. Electric and Philippe Petit.
•  Keith Nelson’s story about burning man and the drive by shoot-
ing range.
• The story of the Evasons surrounded by sharks.
• How Master Payne got his name.
• How Christopher T. Magician came up with “Yay Taco”.
• How a fortunate series of events made Frank Olivier famous.
• Bob Fitch’s hilarious story about Carol Channing and the “Fresh 
Flounder from Finland”.
• Ironically, both Craig Diamond and David Shiner have stories of a 
volunteer’s dentures flying out.
• Paul Romhany’s story of having to perform magic for the TSA – At 
the airport!
• Hal Meyers aka Dameon performing in North Korea.
• David Skale’s story of Arnold Schwarzenegger skinny dipping 
while David changed into his Batman outfit.
• Leland Faulkner’s brush with the KGB.• Mike Miclon’s 
bloody face.
And many artists stints on AGT, Penn & Teller Fool Us, Johnny 
Carson and more.

And, if you’re looking for some free advice from the masters… here ya 
go. These are some of John’s favorite quotes from some of his favorite 
people (directly from The Variety Artist Podcast)

“If you’re working with people that you love, they’re gonna love you.” 
– Annie Banannie

“Clowns solve complicated problems in simple ways and simple prob-
lems in complicated ways.” – Avner Eisenberg

 “SHOW BUSINESS – Treat those words in the ratio that they are spelled 
– One for the Show and two for the business” – Barry Freidman

“You can’t be sad when you dance!” – Celeste DeCamps

“Figuring out your character is the #1 thing you can do!” – Christo-
pher T. Magician

 “Be creative.  It’s fun!  It’s healthy!  And it sets you apart from the 
competition.” – Dale K
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“Today’s kid audiences are tomorrow’s adult 
audiences.” - Danny Orleans

“Early is on time. On time is late. And late is 
fired!” - Danny Taylor

 “Why would Batman show up at a kids 
party?” – David Skale

 “You can always find something good to say 
about someone or something.” – Hal Meyers 
aka Dameon

 “The guy who’s shoveling elephant poop… 
at least he’s still in show biz.” - Keith Nelson

 “We want to make the world a better place 
one smile at a time!” - Eddie & Lili

“My Dad always taught me IF IT’S TO BE, IT’S 
UP TO YE!” - Mark Daniel

“She told me ‘your doll freaks me out’.  There 
was an invitation I couldn’t pass up!” – Mark 
Merchant

“There’s only one universal language… body 
language.” – Michael Troutman

“You may have done it a thousand times, but 
the audience may be seeing it for the first 

time.” - Mike Miclon
“Practice, practice, practice… But don’t wait 
until it’s perfect!” - Ray Anderson

“Show business is great, but at the end of my 
life I really don’t think I’m going to say I wish I 
did more shows, I think I’m going to say I wish 
I spent more quality time with my family… 
So that’s what I’m doing.” - Robert Baxt

“Be so unique in the marketplace, that they 
have to ask for YOU!” – Steve Trash

Ask yourself this “What can I do today in the 
service of my art that can make a difference 
in someone’s life tomorrow?” – Jeri Goldstein

The future of Podcasting is looking bright!
Just like Netflix and streaming is quickly re-
placing the major TV networks, podcasting 
is slowly (maybe not so slowly) replacing 
radio. Why? Lots of reasons.  

First, you can find a podcast for whatever 
interests you.  If you like sailing, you can 
find podcasts on sailing. If you like cooking, 
there’s 100s of podcasts on cooking. If you 
like the performing arts, you can listen to 
The Variety Artist (cheap plug). And they’re 
On Demand. You can listen any time you 
want. While driving, doing laundry, when-
ever. Secondly, advertisers are understand-
ing the power of advertising on podcasts. 
It’s trackable. Every dollar can be account-
ed for. Thirdly, for the younger generation, 
it’s now “cool” to listen to podcasts. Gone 
are the days of just listening to whatever’s 
on the radio. Any media that puts the end 
user in control wins.

So, subscribe to The Variety Artist Pod-
cast.  It’s easy.  It’s free.  And it puts you in 
control.
“Great Advice, Terrific Info, Amazing Sto-
ries… From Top Pros in The Biz”
John is available for speaking at your event.  
You can contact him at 
john@thevarietyartist.com.
Website:  www.TheVarietyArtist.com
Subscribe here:  https://www.thevariety-
artist.com/subscribe/
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PRODUCT HIGHLIGHT

TORNIMATION 
THIS REALLY IS ONE OF THE MOST VISUAL CARD ROUTINES I'VE 
SEEN IN QUITE SOME TIME. THIS IS WAY MORE THAN A TORN AND 
RESTORED CARD, AND THE FACT YOU CAN LEAVE THE FINAL CARD 
WITH A SPECTATOR AS A SOUVENIR MAKES THIS A WINNER.

YOU ARE SUPPLIED WITH MORE THAN ENOUGH CARDS TO GET YOU 
GOING AND A GIMMICK THAT MAKES THIS SO EASY TO PERFORM. IT 
WILL REQUIRE SOME PRACTICE BUT NOTHING THAT MOST PEOPLE 
WITH SOME SKILL LEVEL COULDN'T DO. 

AS WITH ANYTHING MENNY PRODUCES THE STRUCTURE OF THE 
ROUTINE AND HANDLING ARE VERY WELL THOUGHT OUT. HIS 
TEACHING IS VERY THOROUGH AND THERE IS A LITTLE BONUS AT 
THE END SO YOU HAVE A VARIETY OF WAYS TO PRESENT IT. MY 
FAVORITE THOUGH IS MENNY'S HANDLING BECAUSE SO MUCH 
HAPPENS TO THE CARD FROM A TORN CORNER HEALING BACK ON 
THE CARD BUT THE FACE TOWARD THE BACK, AND THEN IT MOVES 
ALONG TO THE MIDDLE WHERE IT IS HANDED OUT. IF YOU WANT TO 
FREAK PEOPLE OUT THIS COULD VERY WELL DO IT!!

Animated Torn and Restored effect!

Award-winning, international entertainer, 
Menny Lindenfeld, is back with another 
truly mesmerizing and powerful visual 
effect.

TORNIMATION is the MOST POWERFUL Torn 
and Restored effect you'll ever perform! 
You tear a card, heal it back together in an 
impossible way, then using only your sheer 
force of will, cause the healed card-piece 
to ANIMATE and VISUALLY GLIDE ACROSS 
THE CARD. Ending with an IMPOSSIBLE 
SOUVENIR for the spectator to keep forever.

Tear, Heal, Animate... TORNIMATION.
POWERFUL & VISUALLY STUNNING 
ANIMATION EFFECT.
No Magnets.
No Threads.
TORNIMATION card is handed out at the 
end without switching.
FREE BONUS EFFECT: Non-animated Torn 
and Restored effect included.
Comes complete with HIGH QUALITY & 
LONG LASTING gimmicks + custom printed 
card deck (printed by USPCC).
Ready to perform within minutes of 
opening the box.
Video tutorial (Download / Full HD 1080p / 
74 minutes).

MY THOUGHTS:
Having been lucky enough to get an early 
copy of this I’ve been able to practice and 
perform it - the reactions really freak people 
out. The fact they get to keep the signed 

MENNY LINDENFELD
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card at the end really sells this effect.  This is a card trick 
like no other. Menny has created an extremely practical 
routine where a card is chosen and signed. One corner 
is torn off and thrown away. . The other corner  is torn 
off and turned around where it actually MOVES to the 
middle of the card. The card has healed itself and this 
extremely odd looking card can now be handed out 
for the spectator to keep. It is something so out of the 
ordinary and visual they will be talking about this for 
a long time. Everything comes in a hard box which 
is great for storage and transport, however the only 
pocket space this will take up is a deck of cards which 
are your non-gimmicked cards and the one gimmick 
card you’ll need. This can be added anytime to the deck 
you are using. 

WHAT YOU GET: This comes with a special deck of 
gimmick cards so you can perform this 54 times - the 
cards are Bicycle cards and match regular red backed 
cards. . The nice thing is when you practice this, as I did, 

you only have to use one of the gimmick 
cards and can use this over and over to 
get the handling down. You also get a 
TWO special gimmicks that is extremely 
clever and helps make this possible. You 
only need one of these but the other one 
can be custom made to match a different 
color deck OR you can make two up. It’s 
always great to have an extra, but these 
are well made and will last a very long 
time. 
Also included is an excellent tutorial 
where you will not only learn the 
handling for the animated version but 
also a non-animated version. You will 
need to supply your own deck of cards 
and you will destroy a card each time so 
you will need to start collecting a certain 

card from a deck and use these each time. 

The structure of the routine makes this 
easy to learn and Menny does a fantastic 
job explaining everything in detail. He 
leaves nothing out and makes it easy to 
follow. With cards in hand you should 
be able to do this smoothly after a little 
practice. The gimmick is brought in and 
out of play at times in the routine that 
make sense and is never seen by the 
spectator.  This is best viewed with people 
in-front of the card so they can see what 
is happening, but I love this because 
it happens at eye level and is great for 
strolling magic. The addition of having a 
card signed makes this even stronger and 
more impossible, and because you leave 
the extremely odd looking card with the 
spectator at the end they will definitely 

want to keep this and show friends. It’s a 
little like the mismade dollar bill where at 
the end they get to keep something they 
would never have seen before. 

There are many surprises packed in to this 
routine from the moment the card is torn 
and it heals itself on to the card, to where 
it actually moves and finally is handed 
out. This is best for the person with some 
card skill however Menny goes through 
everything so even if you have little skill 
with cards you will be able to do this with 
practice.
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easy to learn and Menny does a fantastic 
job explaining everything in detail. He 
leaves nothing out and makes it easy to 
follow. With cards in hand you should 
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practice. The gimmick is brought in and 
out of play at times in the routine that 
make sense and is never seen by the 
spectator.  This is best viewed with people 
in-front of the card so they can see what 
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it happens at eye level and is great for 
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card signed makes this even stronger and 
more impossible, and because you leave 
the extremely odd looking card with the 
spectator at the end they will definitely 
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little like the mismade dollar bill where at 
the end they get to keep something they 
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 David J. Attwood

MY  VIEW

Trying to get work in the 90’s was tough for me. 
I was doing a lot of fifty dollar birthday party 
shows but what I really wanted to was dive into 

the close up scene. Getting a gig strolling was tough 
for this tuxedo sporting magician. Because I was a little 
embarrassed to admit to the magicians of my local 
circle that I wasn’t a successful close up  magician, my 
lecture series wasn’t booked and I hadn’t finished my 
volume of work that was going to be produced by L&L, 
I was hesitant to ask for advice from the more experi-
enced brethren. I had no idea how to get work so I just 
did what I thought was the best thing to do. I decided 
to bust out on my own and carve a whole new path. 
Life would have been so much simpler if I had just men-
tored up and asked.

I started my new sales job with a brochure that I made 
on my jet ink printer. Armed with a skip in my step, I 
started pounding the pavement. I tried to meet with 

JUST THE TIP

 David J. Attwood

MY  VIEW

managers of every restaurant or bar in the 
city. The response was luke warm to say the 
least. Did they not know the power of what 
I was offering? Did they not know that I 
was going to be giving each one of their 
customers a Las Vegas experience with 
their burger and beer?

The toughest part was to break through 
the idea of what a close up magician would 
lok like for the establishment. The general 
consensus of those that I was talking to 
was that I would walk in with big floppy 
shoes and Pagliacci make up. I would do a 
quick presentation for the decision mak-
ers and to sweeten the deal, I eventually 
offered a free night of entertainment so I 
could demonstrate the power of what I was 
offering to do. I mean, who could refuse 
free? It was the busiest summer of my life 
as I went from pub to restaurant to hotel 
with my sponge balls and omni deck. I was 
slaying and the audiences were loving my 
performance but I was never landing the 
gig. Just about every single restaurant, 
hotel and bar in town was happy to let me 
walk around and entertain their guests but 
when it came to discussing a short term 
contract, nothing.

I wanted so badly to be the magician with 
a residency to call my own but all I was 
doing was giving free entertainment to the 
city of Victoria.

Then one night I came upon a small tucked 
away neighborhood pub with a solid clien-
tele. People on their way home from a hard 
day’s work would stop in and hoist a few. I 
thought that this would be a nice place to 
get my feet in the game and it was close 

to my house. The owner was old school 
Langford and couldn’t see the value in 
having a magician work in his place. 
After talking with him over a pint, we 
agreed that I could work but I would only 
be paid in tips. Basically busking.
It didn’t matter.

I was now the resident magician in a pub 
in Langford BC and I could not be more 
excited.

I felt like a professional; like a real magi-
cian.

For the first couple of weeks I was work-
ing, I would walk in, wearing my suit and 
just simply do my routines from table to 
table. It resulted in me getting my five 
dollar handshake from two tables. For 
the two hours of blasting out my magic I 
was getting paid ten dollars.
I tweaked my close up act to include 
a bill switch. I would change their two 
dollar bill into a one hundred dollar bill 
and switch it back but because it wasn’t 
the strongest routine in my set, I would 
do that effect near the beginning of my 
eight minutes with them.

Then I would watch in horror as they 
folded up the bill and put it back in their 
wallets.

I had a eureka moment I mean if they 
had time to put the money away. What if 
I took away that option and made it the 
last trick that I did in my set.

The money effects that I had were not 
the strongest in my routines but it was 
a sacrifice I was willing to make because 

baby needs new shoes. I stabbed the 
bill with a pen. I switched the bill from 
a fiver to a C note and then the signed 
bill ended up in a locked bill tube but 
nothing. They would clap and put their 
damned money away.

I was going hungry people.

Then I decided that iI wasn’t going 
to worry about the tips anymore and 
started to focus on the act, the routine. 
I couldn’t live with myself sacrificing my 
big closer ending for a tip….even though 
it literally meant I wasn’t going to be 
eating.

It was the best decision I made. I learned 
that having the money effect be the sec-
ond to last trick in my eight minute set 
gave the spectators enough time to take 
the bill and folded into the five dollar 
handshake position. They would fold the 
bill and slip it into a sloppy finger palm. 
Then they would give me a handshake 
and secretly slip me the money.

I put the money effect second from the 
end and boom I was pocketing that bill. 
Whatever bill I was using for the effect 
was the one that they were slipping me. 
One table the woman handed me a ten 
dollar bill and said that she could not 
give me the money because it was her 
lunch money for the next day. At the end 
of the set, she STILL gave me the money. 
Now I’m talking food out of HER mouth.
So if you are working in a place for just 
the tip then make sure that you put a 
money effect into our routine but make 
sure that it is second from the last trick 
so they have time to fold the money into 
the five dollar handshake.
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started pounding the pavement. I tried to meet with 
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managers of every restaurant or bar in the 
city. The response was luke warm to say the 
least. Did they not know the power of what 
I was offering? Did they not know that I 
was going to be giving each one of their 
customers a Las Vegas experience with 
their burger and beer?

The toughest part was to break through 
the idea of what a close up magician would 
lok like for the establishment. The general 
consensus of those that I was talking to 
was that I would walk in with big floppy 
shoes and Pagliacci make up. I would do a 
quick presentation for the decision mak-
ers and to sweeten the deal, I eventually 
offered a free night of entertainment so I 
could demonstrate the power of what I was 
offering to do. I mean, who could refuse 
free? It was the busiest summer of my life 
as I went from pub to restaurant to hotel 
with my sponge balls and omni deck. I was 
slaying and the audiences were loving my 
performance but I was never landing the 
gig. Just about every single restaurant, 
hotel and bar in town was happy to let me 
walk around and entertain their guests but 
when it came to discussing a short term 
contract, nothing.

I wanted so badly to be the magician with 
a residency to call my own but all I was 
doing was giving free entertainment to the 
city of Victoria.

Then one night I came upon a small tucked 
away neighborhood pub with a solid clien-
tele. People on their way home from a hard 
day’s work would stop in and hoist a few. I 
thought that this would be a nice place to 
get my feet in the game and it was close 

to my house. The owner was old school 
Langford and couldn’t see the value in 
having a magician work in his place. 
After talking with him over a pint, we 
agreed that I could work but I would only 
be paid in tips. Basically busking.
It didn’t matter.

I was now the resident magician in a pub 
in Langford BC and I could not be more 
excited.

I felt like a professional; like a real magi-
cian.

For the first couple of weeks I was work-
ing, I would walk in, wearing my suit and 
just simply do my routines from table to 
table. It resulted in me getting my five 
dollar handshake from two tables. For 
the two hours of blasting out my magic I 
was getting paid ten dollars.
I tweaked my close up act to include 
a bill switch. I would change their two 
dollar bill into a one hundred dollar bill 
and switch it back but because it wasn’t 
the strongest routine in my set, I would 
do that effect near the beginning of my 
eight minutes with them.

Then I would watch in horror as they 
folded up the bill and put it back in their 
wallets.

I had a eureka moment I mean if they 
had time to put the money away. What if 
I took away that option and made it the 
last trick that I did in my set.

The money effects that I had were not 
the strongest in my routines but it was 
a sacrifice I was willing to make because 

baby needs new shoes. I stabbed the 
bill with a pen. I switched the bill from 
a fiver to a C note and then the signed 
bill ended up in a locked bill tube but 
nothing. They would clap and put their 
damned money away.

I was going hungry people.

Then I decided that iI wasn’t going 
to worry about the tips anymore and 
started to focus on the act, the routine. 
I couldn’t live with myself sacrificing my 
big closer ending for a tip….even though 
it literally meant I wasn’t going to be 
eating.

It was the best decision I made. I learned 
that having the money effect be the sec-
ond to last trick in my eight minute set 
gave the spectators enough time to take 
the bill and folded into the five dollar 
handshake position. They would fold the 
bill and slip it into a sloppy finger palm. 
Then they would give me a handshake 
and secretly slip me the money.

I put the money effect second from the 
end and boom I was pocketing that bill. 
Whatever bill I was using for the effect 
was the one that they were slipping me. 
One table the woman handed me a ten 
dollar bill and said that she could not 
give me the money because it was her 
lunch money for the next day. At the end 
of the set, she STILL gave me the money. 
Now I’m talking food out of HER mouth.
So if you are working in a place for just 
the tip then make sure that you put a 
money effect into our routine but make 
sure that it is second from the last trick 
so they have time to fold the money into 
the five dollar handshake.
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PRODUCT HIGHLIGHT

ARCHITECT OF THE MIND
+

LIVE ACT (PENGUIN LIVE) 
IF YOU DON'T KNOW THE NAME DREW BACKENSTOSS THEN YOU 
SHOULD GET YOURSELF ACQUAINTED WITH HIM AND HIS WORK. 
DREW HAS RECENTLY RELEASED TWO AMAZING PRODUCTS; THE 
FIRST IS A BOOK AND THE SECOND IS A LIVE PERFORMANCE PLUS 
LECTURE.

THEY BOTH ARE VERY IN-DEPTH AND EVERY MENTALIST WILL GET 
SOMETHING FROM THIS AMAZING VOLUME OF WORK. THIS IS THE 
FIRST TIME A PRODUCT HIGHLIGHT HAS INCLUDED TWO PIECES OF 
WORK FROM ONE PERFORMER. 

 

AVAILABLE www.mindofandrews.com/
aotm.html
PRICE: $100.00

It’s been a long time since I’ve read and 
re-read a book like this in mentalism. This 
book is filled with so much material from 
essays on getting more business to some 
truly strong pieces of mentalism. Let me 
start by the very first thing I put in to 
practice after reading and it worked 100% 
for me and as a result has actually increased 
my business. It’s the chapter called 
Leading The Witness. This is a system Drew 
developed over the past couple of years 
to consistently generate higher-caliber 
and marketable testimonials. Seriously 
this alone was worth several times more 
than the price of the book. The one thing I 
feel I always lacked was how to ask clients 
for testimonials that I knew would work 
and could be used. As soon as I read this 
I put it in to practice and the results were 
incredible. I now get everybody to write 
a testimonial and also make it super easy 
for them to do. Drew really shares one of 
the most powerful secrets for anybody 
who might be in show business, either a 
magician, mentalist or whatever.  He really 
opens up to his approach on this subject 
and I’ve never read anything better, he 
even gives you his entire script on what he 
asks.

I immediately found his style of writing 
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brought me in to what he wanted to get across and the 
opening of each effect taught feels like you are there at 
a performance. 

The book is 326 pages and amongst the incredible 
effects you’ll also read TEN essays all offering valuable 
advice from Drew’s experience.  The chapter entitled 
Let’s Agree … to Agree are Drew’s thoughts on using 
contracts and the exact contract he uses.  In this chapter 
he outlines the “Performance Agreement” that he has 
refined over many years and while he isn’t offering 
legal advice he certainly has put together something 
everybody can use or get solid information on how to 
put one together. He covers everything from ‘The Show’, 
Stage, Sound, Lighting, Parking, Start time, Permits, 
Fee, etc. I have often been asked my performers 
about contracts, or as Drew calls them, “Performance 
Agreements,” and from now on I’ll be sending them to 
this buy this book for the best example. 

He also tackles a subject I’ve thought 
about for over 30 years. It's the standing 
ovation and what it means. It’s a great 
subject and something I’ve seen others 
try, some succeed and some fail. There 
are so many questions and probably 
no real answer but this might help you 
work towards getting one. It’s not about 
the cheesy methods I’ve seen many use 
where they literally beg their audience 
to stand, but rather making people 
connect with you in a way that they feel 
you deserve one. I agree with him when 
he says, “you must do everything in your 
power to DESERVE it!”

Along with the essays there are almost 
20 truly powerful routines that are right 

up there with any mentalist I’ve seen 
working today. Drew’s material isn’t 
wishy washy but is hard hitting and very 
entertaining. His methods are diverse as 
are the presentations but the one thing 
that I loved about all of his effects was the 
fact they have been performed by him 
and I could see myself doing any of them. 
The book is laid out so you get the full 
script and performance for each routine 
followed by the methodology. He has 
also painstakingly given the inspirations 
for each routine, which shows a lot of 
research in to everything he does. 

Without going in to too much detail 
about each routine I will say that you 
really could put an entire show together 
with the material included. It is all 
mentalism but certainly any magician 

could add material from this book to their 
show. For those who love the ACAAN effect 
there is a very easy version in here for you 
too. What I like about his version is that 
it is quite hands off and the effect itself is 
very direct and almost self-working.  This 
routine can be performed anytime you 
want in your regular card act. 

Most of the material is for the stand-
up performer and works in intimate 
conditions, parlor or stage. Like me, 
Drew is an AVID proponent of the “Pack 
Small - Play Big” mentality. The routine 
“Catch Me If You Can” fills that objective 
in that you get a LOT of mileage out of 
five manila coin envelopes, a few business 
cards, a check, and a piece of paper. This 
routine uses several techniques which 
combined together give a very powerful 
routine. During this routine Drew has again 
provided the full script and it’s important to 
follow as he keeps the audience’s interest 
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effects you’ll also read TEN essays all offering valuable 
advice from Drew’s experience.  The chapter entitled 
Let’s Agree … to Agree are Drew’s thoughts on using 
contracts and the exact contract he uses.  In this chapter 
he outlines the “Performance Agreement” that he has 
refined over many years and while he isn’t offering 
legal advice he certainly has put together something 
everybody can use or get solid information on how to 
put one together. He covers everything from ‘The Show’, 
Stage, Sound, Lighting, Parking, Start time, Permits, 
Fee, etc. I have often been asked my performers 
about contracts, or as Drew calls them, “Performance 
Agreements,” and from now on I’ll be sending them to 
this buy this book for the best example. 

He also tackles a subject I’ve thought 
about for over 30 years. It's the standing 
ovation and what it means. It’s a great 
subject and something I’ve seen others 
try, some succeed and some fail. There 
are so many questions and probably 
no real answer but this might help you 
work towards getting one. It’s not about 
the cheesy methods I’ve seen many use 
where they literally beg their audience 
to stand, but rather making people 
connect with you in a way that they feel 
you deserve one. I agree with him when 
he says, “you must do everything in your 
power to DESERVE it!”

Along with the essays there are almost 
20 truly powerful routines that are right 

up there with any mentalist I’ve seen 
working today. Drew’s material isn’t 
wishy washy but is hard hitting and very 
entertaining. His methods are diverse as 
are the presentations but the one thing 
that I loved about all of his effects was the 
fact they have been performed by him 
and I could see myself doing any of them. 
The book is laid out so you get the full 
script and performance for each routine 
followed by the methodology. He has 
also painstakingly given the inspirations 
for each routine, which shows a lot of 
research in to everything he does. 

Without going in to too much detail 
about each routine I will say that you 
really could put an entire show together 
with the material included. It is all 
mentalism but certainly any magician 

could add material from this book to their 
show. For those who love the ACAAN effect 
there is a very easy version in here for you 
too. What I like about his version is that 
it is quite hands off and the effect itself is 
very direct and almost self-working.  This 
routine can be performed anytime you 
want in your regular card act. 

Most of the material is for the stand-
up performer and works in intimate 
conditions, parlor or stage. Like me, 
Drew is an AVID proponent of the “Pack 
Small - Play Big” mentality. The routine 
“Catch Me If You Can” fills that objective 
in that you get a LOT of mileage out of 
five manila coin envelopes, a few business 
cards, a check, and a piece of paper. This 
routine uses several techniques which 
combined together give a very powerful 
routine. During this routine Drew has again 
provided the full script and it’s important to 
follow as he keeps the audience’s interest 
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up as so often lacks in a lot of chair tests. 

If you are looking for a strong opening 
then I highly recommend Obviously 
Influenced. This is Drew’s take on  the two 
envelope bank night. He has a number of 
subtleties which proves your ‘expertise’ 
over human behavior. This is the perfect 
opener because it establishes you as 
somebody who can certainly influence a 
persons thoughts even though they try 
to fight you. Everything seems fair, and it 
really is, and there are a number of really 
great moments that will have the audience 
on your side from the start. If you want to 
start off a show with a great impression 
that will keep people interested from the 
get go, then this is it! Drew also talk about 
how to do this in a close-up situation. At 
the end of the routine you will learn an 
updated version that really takes this to an 
entirely new level. I love the face Drew has 
performed these routines and continues to 
find subtle ways to improve upon them if 
something comes up during his research. 

Then entire production of this book from 
the contents to the actual book itself, hard 
cover, is of the highest quality and I rank 
it as one of the best books on mentalism I 
have ever read!! If you are looking for real 
world material, essays that will help elevate 
your performance and business skills this 
book has it all and more.

PENGUIN LIVE ACT 
(DOWNLOAD)

PRICE $40.00
AVAILABLE: www.penguinmagic.com

What will he teach?
A 45 minute stand-up mentalism act. 
Drew will walk us through a version of 
the show he’s currently using - a show 
that has stunned audiences around the 
country for the last four years. While this 
act was designed for corporate audiences 
numbering as high as 900 in attendance, 
he's also performed it numerous times 
for universities and even at house parties 
with no more than 20 guests. The act is 
extremely scale-able, versatile, and travel-
friendly.

Although he'll teach the majority of 
methods in play, the real focus of this 
lecture is the structure behind the act itself. 
This will be a master class on concepts 
such as establishing your theme, designing 
your character, creating "flow" though call-
backs, layering methods, and strategies 
to build the impact and pacing of your 
show. He will also share his 10 Step Process 
for Designing an Act; his technique to 
encourage standing ovations; and a few 
business tips that will help you earn more 
from your existing gigs.

Highlights of the act include...

KISSing PINs- Drew's super simple but 

extremely effective solution to ethically 
revealing someone's PIN. The audience 
will be convinced that the on stage 
participant freely makes up a random 
PIN in real-time (even changing his mind 
in the process) yet you reveal the four 
digits in increasingly impressive ways 
that demonstrate the basic techniques 
of mind reading. There is no pre-show, 
stooging, math, electronics or peeks. 
The combination of classic methods is 
guaranteed to make you smile.

Obviously Influenced- A two-envelope 
"bank night" routine that makes 
everyone who didn't play wish they had! 
It also functions as a running thread 
throughout the show and provides one 
of the climaxes to the act. A number of 
subtleties result in an extremely realistic 
display of your mastery over human 
behavior. Drew employs very different 
methods from those typically used for 
this plot. Careful scripting and clever 
routining make this 100% sure-fire, 
completely hands-off, and gimmick free.

Omni-test- This is an entire 10-15 minute 
act on its own but it also forms the 
backbone of the larger set and paves the 
way for the show's finale. This sequence 
blends together a number of classic 
principles, engages several members of 
the audience, and produces an avalanche 
of interesting, varied, and visual 
revelations. If you think book tests are 
"outdated" or "unconvincing" this might 
change your mind.

The Ultimate Trust Exercise 
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(PERFORMANCE ONLY)- One of Drew's signature pieces. A Russian 
roulette with a purpose. This goes far beyond merely avoiding 
bodily harm and culminates in four inexplicable moments of 
mind reading. He's not at liberty to divulge everything, but you're 
certain to be inspired by what he does tip - along with the overall 
thinking that went into this.

Solo-fab- Drew's take on confabulation designed with the solo 
performer in mind. There's no secret writing or assistants and 
the predictions are visible to everyone even in larger venues. If 
you've always wanted to achieve a similar impact to the "Master 
Prediction System" without the associated cost, legwork, or 
limitations than look no further!

BONUS #1 - With your purchase you'll receive the full lecture 
notes used by Drew and Dan during the filming. This document 
is intended to be a companion guide to the video content and 
contains even more details on the concepts discussed. DON'T 
PASS IT UP!

BONUS #2 - Following the lecture's filming Drew asked Marc 
Paul to review over the footage and provide feedback on the 
performance. The hour long Skype conversation that ensued 
captured a variety of insights from Marc's vast professional 
experience. The topics covered include: tips on stagecraft, 
troubleshooting some of the techniques used in the act; and a 
discussion on general performance theory. A recording of this 
Skype call is provided as a separate file on the download page. 
THIS IS A MINI-LECTURE ALL ON ITS OWN!

MY THOUGHTS:
Where do I begin to start. I have seen MANY lectures in my career 
on mentalism, but few come even close to giving everything 
away as this one does. Prepare to sit back and enjoy watching 
and learning for over FOUR hours!! If you have never heard of 
Drew before then you should make a point of getting to know 
his work. What I truly love about this lecture is that you will learn 
exactly how Drew designs his act. This is VITAL information for 
EVERY SINGLE performer who gets up in front of an audience. The 
structure of any act is important and everything in here ties in 
together making it flow. You will get to see a full live performance 
followed by detailed instructions with nuances and ideas that 
are applicable to anyone's act. Even if you are given 10 minutes 
to do you need to structure it so it flows and makes sense. If you 
really watch this in its entirety and listen to the advice you will 
get some truly great tips on this important subject. This act is not 
only portable but also offers a lot of variety. While it all packs in to 
a carry on it does play very big. Drew shares his working material 
however I don’t suggest trying to copy him. He talks about 
originality and how to make sense of what he shares and apply it 
to your own style. 

The work that went in to this lecture is quite staggering. You are 
also supplied with a PDF of the notes Drew and Dan Harlan used 
and they are very detailed. You’ll want to print these off and spend 
time going over them once you’ve watched this lecture. Yes, you’ll 
learn amazing routines BUT there is so much more taught on here 
that any level of performer can learn from. Even after 30 years of 
performing professionally I still found information on here that 
made me sit up and take note. Drew’s style of performing is very 
charming and you instantly are drawn in to his performance. 
When people say mentalism is boring then they haven’t seen 
Drew perform. He takes the audience on a journey and his 
show is filled with humor, amazement and charm. He is very 
charismatic, respectful performer, whose humanity and empathy 

transpires through his interaction with his audience. This smile is 
as genuine as his methods are well constructed and clever and 
subtle.  No matter what type of performer you are this will help 
you understand how to tie an act together and make things flow 
rather than ‘here’s a trick,’ type of performance. This is the REAL 
VALUE of this material. 

His Ultimate Trust Experience is one of my favorites on here, 
and even though he doesn’t teach this routine, you will see how 
important scripting and structure are when done right. Obviously 
Influenced is another example of an amazing routine. This is an 
updated version of his routine in his book Architect of the Mind. 
This is played a little differently in this performance as he has 
made a few changes since the book was published. Either way, as 
an opening or as a set-up then a finale this is a killer routine. Even 
little things like how to clip large envelopes to a briefcase so the 
entire audience can see them is extremely smart and shows every 
single part of his act has been well thought out. 

We are talking HOURS of material here and then to top it off you 
have the BONUS material!!! In my opinion as somebody who has 
seen literally HUNDREDS of lectures via this type of format, I would 
hands down say THIS was by far one the most giving, inspirational 
and enjoyable to watch. We get to learn so much just by watching 
the performance, then we get to hear the incredible SKYPE call 
with Marc Paul which for me was something I’ve never heard or 
seen done before. 

I need to find another star so I can give this SIX stars out of FIVE!!!!!
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Paul to review over the footage and provide feedback on the 
performance. The hour long Skype conversation that ensued 
captured a variety of insights from Marc's vast professional 
experience. The topics covered include: tips on stagecraft, 
troubleshooting some of the techniques used in the act; and a 
discussion on general performance theory. A recording of this 
Skype call is provided as a separate file on the download page. 
THIS IS A MINI-LECTURE ALL ON ITS OWN!

MY THOUGHTS:
Where do I begin to start. I have seen MANY lectures in my career 
on mentalism, but few come even close to giving everything 
away as this one does. Prepare to sit back and enjoy watching 
and learning for over FOUR hours!! If you have never heard of 
Drew before then you should make a point of getting to know 
his work. What I truly love about this lecture is that you will learn 
exactly how Drew designs his act. This is VITAL information for 
EVERY SINGLE performer who gets up in front of an audience. The 
structure of any act is important and everything in here ties in 
together making it flow. You will get to see a full live performance 
followed by detailed instructions with nuances and ideas that 
are applicable to anyone's act. Even if you are given 10 minutes 
to do you need to structure it so it flows and makes sense. If you 
really watch this in its entirety and listen to the advice you will 
get some truly great tips on this important subject. This act is not 
only portable but also offers a lot of variety. While it all packs in to 
a carry on it does play very big. Drew shares his working material 
however I don’t suggest trying to copy him. He talks about 
originality and how to make sense of what he shares and apply it 
to your own style. 

The work that went in to this lecture is quite staggering. You are 
also supplied with a PDF of the notes Drew and Dan Harlan used 
and they are very detailed. You’ll want to print these off and spend 
time going over them once you’ve watched this lecture. Yes, you’ll 
learn amazing routines BUT there is so much more taught on here 
that any level of performer can learn from. Even after 30 years of 
performing professionally I still found information on here that 
made me sit up and take note. Drew’s style of performing is very 
charming and you instantly are drawn in to his performance. 
When people say mentalism is boring then they haven’t seen 
Drew perform. He takes the audience on a journey and his 
show is filled with humor, amazement and charm. He is very 
charismatic, respectful performer, whose humanity and empathy 

transpires through his interaction with his audience. This smile is 
as genuine as his methods are well constructed and clever and 
subtle.  No matter what type of performer you are this will help 
you understand how to tie an act together and make things flow 
rather than ‘here’s a trick,’ type of performance. This is the REAL 
VALUE of this material. 

His Ultimate Trust Experience is one of my favorites on here, 
and even though he doesn’t teach this routine, you will see how 
important scripting and structure are when done right. Obviously 
Influenced is another example of an amazing routine. This is an 
updated version of his routine in his book Architect of the Mind. 
This is played a little differently in this performance as he has 
made a few changes since the book was published. Either way, as 
an opening or as a set-up then a finale this is a killer routine. Even 
little things like how to clip large envelopes to a briefcase so the 
entire audience can see them is extremely smart and shows every 
single part of his act has been well thought out. 

We are talking HOURS of material here and then to top it off you 
have the BONUS material!!! In my opinion as somebody who has 
seen literally HUNDREDS of lectures via this type of format, I would 
hands down say THIS was by far one the most giving, inspirational 
and enjoyable to watch. We get to learn so much just by watching 
the performance, then we get to hear the incredible SKYPE call 
with Marc Paul which for me was something I’ve never heard or 
seen done before. 

I need to find another star so I can give this SIX stars out of FIVE!!!!!
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non-profit magic school in La Paz, Bolivia.  Maria’s passion for the 
school was evident as she shared stories of her annual trip to visit 
the school.  Maria is originally from Bolivia and growing up there 
simply was no magic.  During her yearly visits Maria brings along 
an oversized suitcase full of donated cards, silk, rope and pretty 
much anything else that she can get her hands on.  The recipients 
of this magical suitcase are the students of The Bolivia Magic 
School.  Maria shared some of the economic issues in Bolivia as 
well the great challenge to get magic props and resources to the 
students.  This is where you can help. First off, please help support 
Bolivia Magic by getting the word out on social media.  You can 
help by clicking “LIKE” on their Facebook page and sharing it with 
your network.

Like Bolivia Magic on Facebook

The Bolivian Academy of Magic and Illusionism was founded 
in April 2009 by Milton Flores Marquez who performs as Magic 
Byron.  His vision is to raise the quality of magic in his country in 
order to show the worlds acts that arise from Bolivia and contrib-
ute to the growth of magic.  His goal is to encourage young peo-
ple and children to learn the art of magic through regular classes 
twice a week.  In addition to this the school also holds competi-
tions and regular shows.
Have a look at a short video which will tell you more about the 
school and some of its students.   I’ll wait here for you...

The Bolivia Magic School

You’re back! I’m hoping that after watching the video that you 
felt the love for magic from Mago Byron and his students.  Maria 
shared with me the story of Raquel who is a stellar magic student.  
Despite the classes only costing about $3 Raquel’s parents are 
unable to pay for both her classes and transportation to get there.  
So for every class Raquel has made the choice to walk 60 blocks 
each day just so she can attend magic class.  That how badly this 
young girl wants to be a magician.  Talk about commitment…look 
out Carrisa Hendrix!  This is just one story as these young Bolivian 
magicians at the school try to improve their craft.  The school 
has had some success stories as one of their students recently 
received recognition in a regional magic competition.  Arian, a 
16-year-old student of the school, recently won the Grand Prix 
of Magic in Peru.  This success is a testament to the commitment 
of Mago Byron as he mentors and shares his love of magic with 
them. 

Back in Canada I shared Mago Byron’s story with my school’s 
Principal and before we knew it, we had plans for a charity magic 
show with part proceeds going to the school.  I’d like to thank my 
friend the amazing Rob Zabrecky for being willing to step up and 
perform at this event.  I would also be most appreciative if you 
the reader would consider supporting Bolivia Magic by donating 
to a little fundraiser that we here at Vanish Magazine have initi-
ated.  Simply go the following link and donate to this most worthy 
cause.  After you’ve done so you can feel grateful knowing that 
you did your part to create some “real” magic in the world.  Thank 
you in advance for your generous support!

https://www.gofundme.com/manage/3pcqd-bolivia-magic-school 

Next month my column will look at ways to help make your 
next performance a powerful presentation.  Remember, Magic is 
Education!

Jeff Christensen (M. Ed.)
CelebrateTheChild.me
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King of Magic is distributing magic items worldwide from Japan. 

We are on the top of the list for distributing our own original products in Japan.  

We have our own producting factory. King of Magic will continue creating and distributing new magic.

If you have any questions please contact us at:   

shawn@kingofmagic.net  (Native English Speaker)
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MAGIC REVIEWS

MAGIC REVIEWS

PAUL ROMHANY & FRIENDS

If you would like to have your product reviewed 
in Vanish, then post it to the Magic Review team.

With an audience of over 100,000 readers your 
product will reach a wider audience than any 
other trade magazine. 

NOTE: We get sent A LOT of magic to review and 
ONLY CHOOSE the products we feel deserve the 
space. Not ALL products will make the review 
column.

M A G I C 
REVIEWS

87VANISH MAGAZINE      www.VanishMagazine.com

M3 - MIDNIGHT 
BREAKFAST BY THE 
OTHER BROTHERS

1 

PRICE: $25.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

Midnight Breakfast is a gigantic leap forward in the "Out to Lunch" 
principle as it requires no rubber bands, no clips and is 100% 
organic with everyday objects. With this invisible gimmick, you 
can perform every Out to Lunch effect to create powerful, visual 
moments. 

The Other Brothers also teach new and original effects never 
before possible with existing gimmicks, including a deeply fool-
ing multi-phase routine, using any currency, involving: a torn & 
restored bill, magic that happens in the spectator's hands and an 
object to impossible location. 

Midnight Breakfast by The Other Brothers and The Abstract Effect 
Team is one of the most versatile utility gimmicks on the market; 
from mentalism to visual magic, you can do it all with just one 
gimmick!

MY THOUGHTS:
As somebody who has spent pretty much his entire magic career 
(over 30 years) working on the OTL principle it is very hard to im-
press me with any ‘new’ type of OTL idea. The Other Brothers have 
created something that isn’t quite new but certainly have come 
up with variations that warrant a great series of routines using this 
principle. In my own At The Table lecture I share my latest creation 
using one business card with no rubber band or any cover. The 
idea of using money can also be found in the book by TC Tahoe 
and myself but TOB have taken this to a brand new level. Yes, they 
impressed me with this and I truly love their thinking and what 
they have created.

You receive a link to an online tutorial - and make sure you watch 
the ENTIRE video - not only because you’ll learn everything you 
need but also because they are funny and make learning enjoy-
able. You also get the gimmick, which is very simple but works like 
a charm. It is important to note that they are using US currency, I 
tried this with our plastic money and it really isn’t as good because 
you can’t fold our money, it bounces back, which is a shame 
because I so wanted to do this with Canadian currency. I know 

the UK, NZ, Australia, Canada and I’m sure other countries all have 
plastic currency so just be aware that it might not work - at least 
not as well as the US paper currency.

The effect itself is actually several incredible effects - as they say 
in the video if you put together every great magic effect using 
bills you’d end up with this routine. It has a torn and restored, an 
incredible transposition, bill to impossible location and so much 
more. There is very minimal set-up required but it’s well worth the 
effort. The gimmick they supply does the work for you, and makes 
it very easy to perform the miracles. What I love about this routine 
is that the magic happens in the spectator's hand. The magic is 
incredibly strong and quite honestly you wouldn’t need to learn 
any other routine with a note if you perform the entire series they 
teach. 

You are also supplied with two regular envelopes and they show 
you how to gimmick them for an incredible bill to location idea. 
It’s very easy to do and again the envelope can be held by the 
spectator.

It is obvious they have put a lot of thought in to getting the most 
out of their gimmick and this is one of the strongest routines using 
paper currency I've seen. 

CHOICE BY JERMOE 
SAULOUP2 

PRICE: $39.95
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

In 2009, Jérôme Sauloup developed a trick called "Automatic 
Open Prediction," and fooled many magicians with it: Gaetan 
Bloom, Dirk Losander... After a few evolutions, he came up with a 
2-deck presentation even more impossible because the specta-
tors were doing all the work. Shawn Farquar and Eric Jones had 
the chance to witness this routine and were blown away. 

After 10 years in development, Choice is now available! The idea 
is very simple. You show 2 decks, a red one and a blue one. You 
hand them out to 2 spectators; they will deal down as many cards 

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFkmHj9MHCQ
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PRICE $49.95
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE www.murphysmagic.com

THINNER (Diminishing Card Case + Diminishing Cards): 

You remove a deck from a card case, the card case magically flat-
tens out! 

With the cards in your hands, you squeeze them with your finger-
tips and one fourth of the deck seems to disappear! 

You will repeat that 3 times, and each time about 1/4 of the cards 
disappear! 

At the end you'll only have 4 cards in your hands -- these are the 4 
Aces (or any 4 cards you want). 
Easy to perform and self contained 
No palming of any kind 
Long lasting gimmick 
VERY visual and customizable 
Perfect for close-up or parlor -- it was Mathieu's closer at the 
Magic Castle for years

MY THOUGHTS:
An extremely visual shrinking deck and card illusion best per-
formed for a formal close-up or parlor style show. You receive 
extremely well made gimmicks that will last a lifetime, plus a 
special card case. These are all hand made by Mathieu and he has 
been working on this for many years to get it to the point where 
it is easy to perform for any level. There is also a Vimeo tutorial 
where you will learn everything you need to know from the han-
dling to replacing cards if you want different faces at the end. The 
effect is that you take out a deck of cards and instantly the case 
becomes incredibly thin. The deck then visual becomes thinner 
and thinner until you are left with only four cards. These cards 
could be four selections or four aces. The deck I received had four 
queens. Mathieu shows you how to customize the routine for 
different presentations. The method itself makes this super easy 
to perform for most levels of performers. This has to be viewed 
face on although the cover is excellent but it does need to be 
viewed from the front. I’ve never seen this method used in close-
up before and it really works well in this case - it’s something you 
would know about if you do illusions.Because it is pretty much 
self-working you have nothing to palm or hide and can almost 
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THINNER BY 
MATHIEU BICH3 

as they want and stop whenever they want. Then, they exchange 
the cards they stopped on. When the two cards are revealed, 
they are the same! And as a kicker ending, all the other cards are 
completely blank. 

This trick is dead easy to do, and the magician never touches the 
cards! The spectators are activating the gimmick by themselves. 
Includes a bonus effect with a borrowed deck of cards. 
Decks and gimmick provided 
The magician never touches the cards 
Completely hands off and self-working 
Quick reset 
Easy enough for the beginner and strong enough for the pro 
2 variations explained: in the hands (for strolling magic) or on the 
table

MY THOUGHTS
What an amazing routine!!! The method is simple and it’s easy to 
do however the effect is incredibly strong and has a strong impact, 
with two kicker endings.  You receive two blank decks, the special 
something you need plus regular cards needed. You also receive 
a link to the online tutorial. You can watch it in French or English. 
There is an excellent variation using a borrowed deck and the ‘gim-
mick’ which makes this a great effect to fool magicians if you can 
borrow a bicycle deck from them. You will also learn a great way to 
perform this for strolling magic so everything happens in the spec-
tators hands. What is nice about this is that at the end they spread 
the cards and find the chosen cards and they will not find the 
gimmick. This is what makes this such a great routine. It’s almost 
as though they can examine everything. Again, a simple idea but 
used to your advantage here. This is a great routine if you want to 
involve more than one person in a card trick. 

The third variation taught REALLY takes this to an all new level for 
the blank deck ending. It allows for something very subtle that 
allows you to show what they think is a deck of regular cards, mak-
ing the blank deck ending even more impossible. The handling 
here is super easy and you actually don’t have to handle the cards, 
if you use two spectators they can do all the work.  

I love the fact this has variations but my personal favourite is the 
final method taught. This could easily find it’s way in to any act - 
from sit-down close-up to strolling magic. Yes you have to carry 
two decks with you just for this effect alone, however the pay off 
is definitely worth it. I can see why this has fooled many top magi-
cians and will easily fool any audience.

perform it out of the box once you practice it a few times.  

If you do Youtube or Social Media magic then this would be a 
great routine to do as you can do it face on to the camera and it 
can be done pretty quickly without talking. Mathieu mentions he 
closes his act with this routine and it really would make a great 
closer although it can be performed at anytime as it is set-up in 
your pocket.  It comes in a plastic case so you can use this to pro-
tect the gimmick during travel. You are also supplied with an extra 
‘something’ should you need to repair the card case at all. 
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PRO-SHOW HOLDER 
BY GARY JAMES4 

PRICE: $35.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE www.murphysmagic.com

Great way to perform a magical production! 

Pro Show Holder holds a shot glass, fruit, beer bottle, pool ball, 
deck of cards, etc. Loop for belt with press stud, or it can just hang 
on waist band or back.

MY THOUGHTS:
I’ve been using this for quite some time to produce my 8-Ball for a 
routine I do in strolling magic. This is extremely well made in high 
quality leather with perfect stitching and is easy to get on and 
off your belt or your waist band. The design makes it the perfect 
holder for a deck of cards, a shot glass, a small bottle, etc. or if you 
want to free up pocket space. The design of this tool allows easy 
access to the object but most importantly is designed so the lem-
on or ball won’t fall out.  There is also a short tutorial on how to use 
various objects and how to get them from the gimmick. If you are 
looking for a way to safely hold any small object and easily have 
access to it this is the perfect tool. Extremely well made and can be 
placed anywhere on your belt either the side or back ready to steal 
the object. Great for the strolling magician or close-up worker.

LIGHT BY MICKAEL 
CHATELAIN5 

PRICE: $35.00
AVAILABLE All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

A PROFESSIONAL routine that will find a place in your close-up 
repertoire! 

After more than two months of touring in the USA, I'm releasing 
one of my pet personal routines, one that I do in my close-up act, 
one that's both original and REALLY magical! 

Performed at my lecture at the Blackpool Magic Convention in 
2019 in front of more than 650 magicians, LIGHT won over all, both 
professional and amateur! 

A lot of you saw it, a lot of you asked me for it! Today, without 
further ado, here it is - LIGHT! 

Effect: 

Take out your deck of cards. 
Offer them for examination and have them shuffled. 
A card is freely chosen and even signed, if you wish. 
While your spectator is signing the card, you remove a light bulb 
from your pocket. 
Rub it on your arm, explaining that you're charging it with electric-
ity. 
Your spectator will begin to get curious, but you're not done! 
You then take the same bulb and screw it into the middle of the 
card case!
(Close-up, we can guarantee that this situation will not fail to 
surprise your spectators.) 

Let's sum up what's just happened: 

1. A card has been freely chosen. 
2. The card has been signed and lost in the deck. 
3. A light bulb has been screwed into the card case 

The deck is placed face down on the table next to the card case. 
No one (and this is true) knows where the spectator's card is in the 
deck. 

Show your hand empty. You then bring one card at a time towards 
the light bulb. One by one, the cards touch the bulb. Suddenly, 
one and only one card makes the light bulb react by lighting up! 
Pull the card away, the light bulb goes out! Bring the card towards 
it again, and the bulb lights up! 

http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://illusions.Because
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9i9AFzdZw4E


PRICE $49.95
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE www.murphysmagic.com

THINNER (Diminishing Card Case + Diminishing Cards): 

You remove a deck from a card case, the card case magically flat-
tens out! 

With the cards in your hands, you squeeze them with your finger-
tips and one fourth of the deck seems to disappear! 

You will repeat that 3 times, and each time about 1/4 of the cards 
disappear! 

At the end you'll only have 4 cards in your hands -- these are the 4 
Aces (or any 4 cards you want). 
Easy to perform and self contained 
No palming of any kind 
Long lasting gimmick 
VERY visual and customizable 
Perfect for close-up or parlor -- it was Mathieu's closer at the 
Magic Castle for years

MY THOUGHTS:
An extremely visual shrinking deck and card illusion best per-
formed for a formal close-up or parlor style show. You receive 
extremely well made gimmicks that will last a lifetime, plus a 
special card case. These are all hand made by Mathieu and he has 
been working on this for many years to get it to the point where 
it is easy to perform for any level. There is also a Vimeo tutorial 
where you will learn everything you need to know from the han-
dling to replacing cards if you want different faces at the end. The 
effect is that you take out a deck of cards and instantly the case 
becomes incredibly thin. The deck then visual becomes thinner 
and thinner until you are left with only four cards. These cards 
could be four selections or four aces. The deck I received had four 
queens. Mathieu shows you how to customize the routine for 
different presentations. The method itself makes this super easy 
to perform for most levels of performers. This has to be viewed 
face on although the cover is excellent but it does need to be 
viewed from the front. I’ve never seen this method used in close-
up before and it really works well in this case - it’s something you 
would know about if you do illusions.Because it is pretty much 
self-working you have nothing to palm or hide and can almost 
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THINNER BY 
MATHIEU BICH3 

as they want and stop whenever they want. Then, they exchange 
the cards they stopped on. When the two cards are revealed, 
they are the same! And as a kicker ending, all the other cards are 
completely blank. 

This trick is dead easy to do, and the magician never touches the 
cards! The spectators are activating the gimmick by themselves. 
Includes a bonus effect with a borrowed deck of cards. 
Decks and gimmick provided 
The magician never touches the cards 
Completely hands off and self-working 
Quick reset 
Easy enough for the beginner and strong enough for the pro 
2 variations explained: in the hands (for strolling magic) or on the 
table

MY THOUGHTS
What an amazing routine!!! The method is simple and it’s easy to 
do however the effect is incredibly strong and has a strong impact, 
with two kicker endings.  You receive two blank decks, the special 
something you need plus regular cards needed. You also receive 
a link to the online tutorial. You can watch it in French or English. 
There is an excellent variation using a borrowed deck and the ‘gim-
mick’ which makes this a great effect to fool magicians if you can 
borrow a bicycle deck from them. You will also learn a great way to 
perform this for strolling magic so everything happens in the spec-
tators hands. What is nice about this is that at the end they spread 
the cards and find the chosen cards and they will not find the 
gimmick. This is what makes this such a great routine. It’s almost 
as though they can examine everything. Again, a simple idea but 
used to your advantage here. This is a great routine if you want to 
involve more than one person in a card trick. 

The third variation taught REALLY takes this to an all new level for 
the blank deck ending. It allows for something very subtle that 
allows you to show what they think is a deck of regular cards, mak-
ing the blank deck ending even more impossible. The handling 
here is super easy and you actually don’t have to handle the cards, 
if you use two spectators they can do all the work.  

I love the fact this has variations but my personal favourite is the 
final method taught. This could easily find it’s way in to any act - 
from sit-down close-up to strolling magic. Yes you have to carry 
two decks with you just for this effect alone, however the pay off 
is definitely worth it. I can see why this has fooled many top magi-
cians and will easily fool any audience.

perform it out of the box once you practice it a few times.  

If you do Youtube or Social Media magic then this would be a 
great routine to do as you can do it face on to the camera and it 
can be done pretty quickly without talking. Mathieu mentions he 
closes his act with this routine and it really would make a great 
closer although it can be performed at anytime as it is set-up in 
your pocket.  It comes in a plastic case so you can use this to pro-
tect the gimmick during travel. You are also supplied with an extra 
‘something’ should you need to repair the card case at all. 
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PRO-SHOW HOLDER 
BY GARY JAMES4 

PRICE: $35.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE www.murphysmagic.com

Great way to perform a magical production! 

Pro Show Holder holds a shot glass, fruit, beer bottle, pool ball, 
deck of cards, etc. Loop for belt with press stud, or it can just hang 
on waist band or back.

MY THOUGHTS:
I’ve been using this for quite some time to produce my 8-Ball for a 
routine I do in strolling magic. This is extremely well made in high 
quality leather with perfect stitching and is easy to get on and 
off your belt or your waist band. The design makes it the perfect 
holder for a deck of cards, a shot glass, a small bottle, etc. or if you 
want to free up pocket space. The design of this tool allows easy 
access to the object but most importantly is designed so the lem-
on or ball won’t fall out.  There is also a short tutorial on how to use 
various objects and how to get them from the gimmick. If you are 
looking for a way to safely hold any small object and easily have 
access to it this is the perfect tool. Extremely well made and can be 
placed anywhere on your belt either the side or back ready to steal 
the object. Great for the strolling magician or close-up worker.

LIGHT BY MICKAEL 
CHATELAIN5 

PRICE: $35.00
AVAILABLE All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

A PROFESSIONAL routine that will find a place in your close-up 
repertoire! 

After more than two months of touring in the USA, I'm releasing 
one of my pet personal routines, one that I do in my close-up act, 
one that's both original and REALLY magical! 

Performed at my lecture at the Blackpool Magic Convention in 
2019 in front of more than 650 magicians, LIGHT won over all, both 
professional and amateur! 

A lot of you saw it, a lot of you asked me for it! Today, without 
further ado, here it is - LIGHT! 

Effect: 

Take out your deck of cards. 
Offer them for examination and have them shuffled. 
A card is freely chosen and even signed, if you wish. 
While your spectator is signing the card, you remove a light bulb 
from your pocket. 
Rub it on your arm, explaining that you're charging it with electric-
ity. 
Your spectator will begin to get curious, but you're not done! 
You then take the same bulb and screw it into the middle of the 
card case!
(Close-up, we can guarantee that this situation will not fail to 
surprise your spectators.) 

Let's sum up what's just happened: 

1. A card has been freely chosen. 
2. The card has been signed and lost in the deck. 
3. A light bulb has been screwed into the card case 

The deck is placed face down on the table next to the card case. 
No one (and this is true) knows where the spectator's card is in the 
deck. 

Show your hand empty. You then bring one card at a time towards 
the light bulb. One by one, the cards touch the bulb. Suddenly, 
one and only one card makes the light bulb react by lighting up! 
Pull the card away, the light bulb goes out! Bring the card towards 
it again, and the bulb lights up! 

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_x53TaIplkM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6v2ke_wqxs
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CREATING THE 
IMPOSSIBLE BY 
CHRIS WARDLE AND 
JAMES WARD

CROSSFIRE BOOK 
TEST BY CHRIS 
PHILPOTT

6 You try with other cards, but nothing happens. Only one card - 
ONE card - causes the bulb to turn on. 

Turn over the card! You guessed it; it's the spectator's signed, 
selected card! 

To finish, hand out EVERYTHING (bulb, card, card case) for exami-
nation! Your spectators will find NOTHING! 

This incredible routine has been in Mickael's repertoire for years. 
Don't let this amazing effect pass you by! 

Don't forget these points: 
Easy to do 
No forcing or manipulation 
The effect is incredible, the bulb seems to light up upon contact 
with the card. This is a stunning moment! 
Resets immediately, no preparation 
Both your hand and the card case are empty 
Use your own deck of any brand 
You saw LIGHT at my lecture, so you know how truly magical it is! 

A signature creation of Mickael Chatelain, offered by GiMick Magic, 
and distributed by Murphy's Magic Supplies.

MY THOUGHTS:
An amazing gimmick combined with an excellent routine that 
will light up any room. You receive the gimmick, a lightbulb, a 
template to cut a hole in a card box and a link to a tutorial. The 
method has been worked out to make this s an extremely decep-
tive and clean handling. You can literally show everything out in 
the open and the audience can inspect everything before and 
after the effect. Such a novel way to find a signed card. This would 
be a perfect routine to perform strolling or seated and ideal for 
restaurant workers. The reset is instant and takes up very little 
pocket space. The quality of the gimmick is very high and comes 
with a recharger that you plus in to your computer or wall outlet.  
This is such a novel way to find a signed card and you can certainly 
add this to any routine you do where a card is signed. It would 
make a great addition to any type of ambitious card routine. The 
effect is that the signed card is the only one that will make the 
little lightbulb light up. There are some extremely great touches in 
here so you can show your hands clean after each card is touched 
to the bulb. Mickael has produced some great magic but this may 
very well be my favourite  The novelty, the simplicity and the easy 
handling will make this a favourite for many magicians. It’s going 
in to my close-up act for sure. Because of the nature of the gim-
mick you could possibly use the gimmick for many other ideas but 
I wouldn’t want to tip the method so would stick to the routine. 
There is also a great little bonus using just five cards and one will 
light up the bulb. This opens up to some pretty good patter and 
presentation possibilities. 

PRICE: $79.95
AVAILABLE: all magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

Crossfire is a fast, clean, and stunning new book test, in which you 
read the thoughts of between 4 and 8 spectators (no process, no 
writing and no fishing!). This not only features some incredibly 
clean mind-reading, but also features a surprise twist kicker end-
ing! 

The performer shows a copy of one of the most magical books 
ever written: Peter Pan. Every page appears different (they are), 
and ungimmicked (they are not). The performer riffles through the 
book - a spectator calls stop; the performer stops exactly on that 
page and has the spectator remember a word (no peeks). 

Then, in a manner similar to the multiple card selection (one of the 
greatest effects in magic), between 3 and 7 more people also call 
stop as you riffle, and they think of a word. 

Without asking a single question, the performer quickly rattles off 
several details about the word: "I'm getting nothing. Maybe that's 
the point. I'm sensing an absence, something missing..." He writes 
a word on a white board or pad. He asks the spectator to name her 
word: "Lacking". The performer shows his board: he has written 
"Lacking". 

But as he moves on, he faces some difficulties: some people are 
resistant to mind reading. Half the words are nailed quickly and 
precisely, but with the others, the performer can't seem to name 
the precise word although he always gets close (like saying "Leg" 
instead of "Limb", "Cask" instead of "Cork"). 

In the end, he's only got half the words right. But then in a surpris-
ing revelation, he shows he's predicted all the other words as well 
(see video for details). 

While the book is small enough to fit in your back pocket, the ef-
fect is big enough to wow a large theatre! 

The copy of Peter Pan appears identical to the one used in The 
Tossed Out Book Test ("Frankly, if this had been mine, I would not 
have sold it, but kept it for myself." - Richard Osterlind), so the two 
effects can be used together

91VANISH MAGAZINE      www.VanishMagazine.com

THE MAGIC MAN 
PROJECT - VOL. 1
BY ANDREW ELAND

8 

MY THOUGHTS:
WOW - Craig has knocked this book test out of the park!!! I have 
collected and performed book tests for over 30 years and this one 
has instantly become one of my favorites. There are so many great 
things about this book test but the two main features include 
having up to EIGHT people look at different parts of the book and 
each think of a different word, and the other is the way you reveal 
the final words. This is what makes this such a different type of 
book test. The book you receive is PETER PAN and I really like the 
way Craig ties this story in with asking the audience to get in tune 
with their inner child. This is an excellent way to make sure every-
body does as instructed. The download tutorial is fun to watch 
as Craig doesn’t take himself too seriously, but serious enough to 
make sure everything is explained in detail. He leaves NOTHING 
out. The performance is filmed at The Magic Castle where he gets 
a standing ovation, and it’s easy to see why because of the way 
this routine is structured  It’s the ‘magician in trouble’ syndrome 
however the payoff is HUGE!!  The finale is extremely clever and 
reminds me somewhat of Magic Squares in that it has a very 
strong impact once the audience see what you have done. As if 
the method isn’t clever enough, for those like me who don’t have 
the best memories you’ll be pleased to know there is NOTHING to 
memorize. Craig really has thought of everything!! 
Because it uses up to eight people (you need four at least)  this is 
best suited for close-up or parlor style performance. 
Another reason I like this book test is that there is absolutely NO 
fishing for words - you know what are thinking - it’s very direct.

This is one of the best book tests I’ve ever come across simply be-
cause you have a FULL routine with kicker ending. It’s not just the 
fact you can tell somebody a word they are thinking, it’s all about 
the reveal.

PRICE: $12.95
DOWNLOAD VIDEO from all magic dealers.

In this electrifying new HD download series, Magic Man shares 
two of his favorite rubber band routines. These are two real-world 
routines that he has been performing for over 20 years - refined 
and tweaked through thousands of performances in every envi-
ronment possible! 

You will learn:
The Boomerang Band routine
A mini rubber band routine including Magic Man's unique presen-
tation for the Crazy Man's Handcuffs
These are real world, in-the-trenches routines that have been audi-
ence tested and perfected! 

Full HD | Full live and in-studio performances included | Real world 
magic | 1 hour 

Who is Magic Man? 

Magic Man is one of South Africa's best kept secrets. Magic Man 
has been touring North America, Canada and Asia for the past 20 
years building an impressive list of achievements. From the Rolling 
Stones at the Sticky Fingers restaurant in London to the wrap-up 
party in Vancouver for U2's Zooropa Tour, Magic Man has enter-
tained the finest! 

He has worked at the Edinburgh Festival and headlined at top 
nightspots across Europe, Canada and South Korea. Combining 
unbelievable sleight-of-hand with his unique sense of humor, 
Magic Man can keep any room enthralled with wonder for hours! 

Download the video and start learning from Magic Man!

REVIEW BY NICK LEWIN

Originally hailing from South Africa, the Magic Man is Andrew 
Eland. Eland is considered to be one of the finest busking magi-
cians in the world. On the evidence of this video, it is easy to 
see why. For 20 years, Andrew has been touring North America 
enthralling audiences with his intriguing blend of sleight of hand 
and humor. In this video, he demonstrates two of
 his pet routines, and the live footage and excellent tutorials make 
“Magic Man Project: Volume One” a perfect learning tool.

If you are looking for two strong rubber band effects to add to 
your repertoire, then I really can’t imagine a more reasonable or 
practical learning tool than this download. These fully formed, and 
performance tested routines are both excellent variations on the 
classic effects on which they are based. While I have never been a 
great fan of elastic band magic, I played with these routines and 
was amazed at the punch they packed with real-world audiences. 

Highly recommended I give this video a hearty five-star rating.

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NniQTb0GwUE
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6 You try with other cards, but nothing happens. Only one card - 
ONE card - causes the bulb to turn on. 

Turn over the card! You guessed it; it's the spectator's signed, 
selected card! 

To finish, hand out EVERYTHING (bulb, card, card case) for exami-
nation! Your spectators will find NOTHING! 

This incredible routine has been in Mickael's repertoire for years. 
Don't let this amazing effect pass you by! 

Don't forget these points: 
Easy to do 
No forcing or manipulation 
The effect is incredible, the bulb seems to light up upon contact 
with the card. This is a stunning moment! 
Resets immediately, no preparation 
Both your hand and the card case are empty 
Use your own deck of any brand 
You saw LIGHT at my lecture, so you know how truly magical it is! 

A signature creation of Mickael Chatelain, offered by GiMick Magic, 
and distributed by Murphy's Magic Supplies.

MY THOUGHTS:
An amazing gimmick combined with an excellent routine that 
will light up any room. You receive the gimmick, a lightbulb, a 
template to cut a hole in a card box and a link to a tutorial. The 
method has been worked out to make this s an extremely decep-
tive and clean handling. You can literally show everything out in 
the open and the audience can inspect everything before and 
after the effect. Such a novel way to find a signed card. This would 
be a perfect routine to perform strolling or seated and ideal for 
restaurant workers. The reset is instant and takes up very little 
pocket space. The quality of the gimmick is very high and comes 
with a recharger that you plus in to your computer or wall outlet.  
This is such a novel way to find a signed card and you can certainly 
add this to any routine you do where a card is signed. It would 
make a great addition to any type of ambitious card routine. The 
effect is that the signed card is the only one that will make the 
little lightbulb light up. There are some extremely great touches in 
here so you can show your hands clean after each card is touched 
to the bulb. Mickael has produced some great magic but this may 
very well be my favourite  The novelty, the simplicity and the easy 
handling will make this a favourite for many magicians. It’s going 
in to my close-up act for sure. Because of the nature of the gim-
mick you could possibly use the gimmick for many other ideas but 
I wouldn’t want to tip the method so would stick to the routine. 
There is also a great little bonus using just five cards and one will 
light up the bulb. This opens up to some pretty good patter and 
presentation possibilities. 

PRICE: $79.95
AVAILABLE: all magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

Crossfire is a fast, clean, and stunning new book test, in which you 
read the thoughts of between 4 and 8 spectators (no process, no 
writing and no fishing!). This not only features some incredibly 
clean mind-reading, but also features a surprise twist kicker end-
ing! 

The performer shows a copy of one of the most magical books 
ever written: Peter Pan. Every page appears different (they are), 
and ungimmicked (they are not). The performer riffles through the 
book - a spectator calls stop; the performer stops exactly on that 
page and has the spectator remember a word (no peeks). 

Then, in a manner similar to the multiple card selection (one of the 
greatest effects in magic), between 3 and 7 more people also call 
stop as you riffle, and they think of a word. 

Without asking a single question, the performer quickly rattles off 
several details about the word: "I'm getting nothing. Maybe that's 
the point. I'm sensing an absence, something missing..." He writes 
a word on a white board or pad. He asks the spectator to name her 
word: "Lacking". The performer shows his board: he has written 
"Lacking". 

But as he moves on, he faces some difficulties: some people are 
resistant to mind reading. Half the words are nailed quickly and 
precisely, but with the others, the performer can't seem to name 
the precise word although he always gets close (like saying "Leg" 
instead of "Limb", "Cask" instead of "Cork"). 

In the end, he's only got half the words right. But then in a surpris-
ing revelation, he shows he's predicted all the other words as well 
(see video for details). 

While the book is small enough to fit in your back pocket, the ef-
fect is big enough to wow a large theatre! 

The copy of Peter Pan appears identical to the one used in The 
Tossed Out Book Test ("Frankly, if this had been mine, I would not 
have sold it, but kept it for myself." - Richard Osterlind), so the two 
effects can be used together
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MY THOUGHTS:
WOW - Craig has knocked this book test out of the park!!! I have 
collected and performed book tests for over 30 years and this one 
has instantly become one of my favorites. There are so many great 
things about this book test but the two main features include 
having up to EIGHT people look at different parts of the book and 
each think of a different word, and the other is the way you reveal 
the final words. This is what makes this such a different type of 
book test. The book you receive is PETER PAN and I really like the 
way Craig ties this story in with asking the audience to get in tune 
with their inner child. This is an excellent way to make sure every-
body does as instructed. The download tutorial is fun to watch 
as Craig doesn’t take himself too seriously, but serious enough to 
make sure everything is explained in detail. He leaves NOTHING 
out. The performance is filmed at The Magic Castle where he gets 
a standing ovation, and it’s easy to see why because of the way 
this routine is structured  It’s the ‘magician in trouble’ syndrome 
however the payoff is HUGE!!  The finale is extremely clever and 
reminds me somewhat of Magic Squares in that it has a very 
strong impact once the audience see what you have done. As if 
the method isn’t clever enough, for those like me who don’t have 
the best memories you’ll be pleased to know there is NOTHING to 
memorize. Craig really has thought of everything!! 
Because it uses up to eight people (you need four at least)  this is 
best suited for close-up or parlor style performance. 
Another reason I like this book test is that there is absolutely NO 
fishing for words - you know what are thinking - it’s very direct.

This is one of the best book tests I’ve ever come across simply be-
cause you have a FULL routine with kicker ending. It’s not just the 
fact you can tell somebody a word they are thinking, it’s all about 
the reveal.

PRICE: $12.95
DOWNLOAD VIDEO from all magic dealers.

In this electrifying new HD download series, Magic Man shares 
two of his favorite rubber band routines. These are two real-world 
routines that he has been performing for over 20 years - refined 
and tweaked through thousands of performances in every envi-
ronment possible! 

You will learn:
The Boomerang Band routine
A mini rubber band routine including Magic Man's unique presen-
tation for the Crazy Man's Handcuffs
These are real world, in-the-trenches routines that have been audi-
ence tested and perfected! 

Full HD | Full live and in-studio performances included | Real world 
magic | 1 hour 

Who is Magic Man? 

Magic Man is one of South Africa's best kept secrets. Magic Man 
has been touring North America, Canada and Asia for the past 20 
years building an impressive list of achievements. From the Rolling 
Stones at the Sticky Fingers restaurant in London to the wrap-up 
party in Vancouver for U2's Zooropa Tour, Magic Man has enter-
tained the finest! 

He has worked at the Edinburgh Festival and headlined at top 
nightspots across Europe, Canada and South Korea. Combining 
unbelievable sleight-of-hand with his unique sense of humor, 
Magic Man can keep any room enthralled with wonder for hours! 

Download the video and start learning from Magic Man!

REVIEW BY NICK LEWIN

Originally hailing from South Africa, the Magic Man is Andrew 
Eland. Eland is considered to be one of the finest busking magi-
cians in the world. On the evidence of this video, it is easy to 
see why. For 20 years, Andrew has been touring North America 
enthralling audiences with his intriguing blend of sleight of hand 
and humor. In this video, he demonstrates two of
 his pet routines, and the live footage and excellent tutorials make 
“Magic Man Project: Volume One” a perfect learning tool.

If you are looking for two strong rubber band effects to add to 
your repertoire, then I really can’t imagine a more reasonable or 
practical learning tool than this download. These fully formed, and 
performance tested routines are both excellent variations on the 
classic effects on which they are based. While I have never been a 
great fan of elastic band magic, I played with these routines and 
was amazed at the punch they packed with real-world audiences. 

Highly recommended I give this video a hearty five-star rating.

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SqCDTNdunTI
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Get your product sold 
throughout the world.

DEDICATED TEAM TO SERVE YOU!

Our friendly and knowledgeable 
team is here to personally handle 
our dealer and vendors’ needs.

WWW.MURPHYSMAGIC.COM
1.800.853.7403

With 20 years of buying experience,
we find the best products available.

OVER 12,000 PRODUCTS!
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