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Internatonal Magic Magazine
VANISH

Getting this month's magazine out on time was a little touch and go. My 
beloved computer, which has served me incredibly well for many years, 
is finally struggling to keep pace. VANISH MAGIC MAGAZINE takes up not 
only a great deal of time but a tremendous amount of hard drive space, not 
to mention taxing my RAM to it’s limits. When the magazine switched over 
to monthly editions I felt my trusty MAC starting to feel the pressure, alas 
and alack, over the past week - Ricki (yes, I call him Ricki ) has decided to go 
on strike.

This turn of events meant MANY late nights and very early mornings 
getting everything together so you can continue to enjoy the latest in 
news, articles and stories from around the world.  As they say, 'The show 
must go on' and this also applies to publishing VANISH each month, 
despite set backs. 

I am truly excited to have Yigal Mesika as our feature artist for the 
September issue. He is someone I've greatly admired and respected in the 
business. He takes a lot of pride in everything he does, and does everything 
well. If you create your own magic effects or have thought about releasing 
a trick THIS is the article you will want to read. If you've used any of Yigal's 
products or are about to invest in Tarantula II then you will be pleased to 
get some behind the scenes insight and background pertaining to his 
impeccable product development, incredible attention to details and 
unbelievable warranty. We all have a lot to learn from him and I'm honored 
he agreed to be interviewed for VANISH.

Last month we lost a real treasure in our craft with the passing of Eugene 
Burger. I have only seen him twice. The first time was at FISM in Dresden 
where I saw him lecture. I was so enthralled with what he had to say I didn't 
see any other lectures. I didn't want to forget what he’d said and the impact 
his theatrical style had on me. The second time was a few years ago when 
I appeared at the PCAM. I performed my Chaplin act on the gala show, 
and the next day Eugene was talking to people when he broke away and 
came over to me to say how much he enjoyed my act. It was a very short 
conversation but quite possibly the biggest thrill of my life and certainly a 
moment I will treasure forever. RIP Eugene.

I have yet to make it to Magic Live, however, thanks to Lupe Nielsen’s 
detailed notes and David Linsell’s wonderful photos I feel like I was in 
attendance. Finally, thank you to Lorena Watters for supplying the amazing 
photos for the review of the show UNBELIEVABLE featuring Murrary 
Hatfield and Teresa. It all happened at the last hour prior to publication and 
she spent hours getting these to me. 

Paul Romhany

THE SHOW GOES ON...

FROM THE
EDITOR

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
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TAYLOR MARTIN'S INDY MAGIC 
MONTHLY MOVES TO ITS NEW HOME ON 

SEPTEMBER  5

Starting Tuesday, September 5, Taylor Martin 
moves his long-running magic show, Indy 
Magic Monthly to the Indy Eleven theatre 
at IndyFringe. Indy Magic Monthly is the 
longest running regular spin-off of the 
IndyFringe Festival which started in 2005.

 

The opening show will feature an all-star 
cast including Dayton, Ohio’s Matthew 
David Stanley, known for his side-splitting 
magic and comedy, and from Chicago, 
a rising star of the Windy City, Patrick 
Livingston. Patrick epitomises  the new style 
of magician that you see on the latest TV 
magic shows.  And finally, Peru, Indiana’s 
Mentalist Jim Keplinger will be there to read 
your mind in his own mysterious ways. 

 

"We've loved our nine-year association with 
Theatre on the Square, but it's time to move 
into a new theatre purpose-built for magic. 
The Fringe theatres host the January Winter 
Magic Festival and with that comes the 
ability to reach out to a wider audience who 
love magic.” explained Taylor.

 

"I'll continue to host the shows and perform 
a piece or two myself. We'll be able to attract 
world-class magicians to a purpose-built 
theatre ideal for showcasing magic,” says 
Taylor. "I'm hoping for at least another 10 
years of presenting great magic to the fine 
folks of Indiana."

 

NEWS

Master Magician Eugene Burger touched the lives of 
thousands of people -- and his teachings have reached 
countless more. You can preserve Eugene's legacy 
while helping hundreds of talented, dedicated magi-
cians learn the art and craft of magic at the School 
Eugene most loved.

The Estate of Eugene Burger -- administered by 
Michael Burke and Robert Charles in Chicago, and fol-
lowing Eugene's wishes -- has founded a special, new 
Eugene Burger Legacy Fund at the McBride Magic & 
Mystery School in Las Vegas.

Every dollar of your gift will help talented magicians 

EUGENE BURGER
LEGACY FUND

who need financial assistance learn from world-famous magicians and magic teachers 
at the world's most important school for serious students of magic.

On behalf of the Estate of Eugene Burger and on behalf of the Faculty and Staff of the 
Magic & Mystery School, thank you for honoring Eugene in this way -- and for making 
a big difference in the life of a deserving magician who needs a hand to "grow in the 
art of magic."

Michael Burke and Robert Charles
The Estate of Eugene Burger

Lawrence Hass, Ph.D.
Associate Dean, Magic & Mystery School

VISIT: http://www.magicalwisdom.com/eugene

June 1, 1939 - August 8, 2017
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AVERY CHIN AND SYLVIA LIM 
QUICK CHANGE RECORD 

Thalapathy Vijay will be seen playing triple roles in his upcoming film MERSAL out of which 
one of the roles will have him performing some magic tricks. The makers of MERSAL, Sri 
Thenandal Films, roped in professional magicians as consultants for the film who trained 
the actor. One of the magicians, Dani Belev, says that Vijay is very dedicated to every scene 
he shot and was very respectful to everyone on the sets.

Speaking about the tricks taught to Vijay and how Vijay learnt them, Dani says that if Vijay 
decides to become a magician, he will be the best. “I can’t tell you much about the exact 
tricks which we taught him, but I can say that if he decides to become a magician, he will 

Malaysian magicians Avery Chin and 
Sylvia Lim may have broken their 
record for the most costume changes 
in a minute during a performance on 
Saturday night.

The married couple changed costumes 
25 times during their performance at the 
Penang Street Food Festival at Lebuh 
Pantai here.

The huge crowd which attended were 
mesmerised as Lim changed from 
costume to costume in a screen used by 
Chin for the act.

Chin said their latest attempt was one 
more costume compared to their last 
performance in Tokyo, Japan on Aug 27 
where they made 24 costume changes in 
a minute.

He said the performance there earned 
them a record in the Guinness World 
Records while their feat in Penang would 
have to be verified first.

Upcoming movie MERSAL excel in it, because he really masters 
every technique and every move very 
fast and utmost sincerity,” Dani added 
further.

Dani Belev said, “I can’t believe I had the 
chance to work with such a popular 
actor. It was an absolute pleasure 
working with him, because he is very 
dedicated to every scene that he has to 
shoot and a real perfectionist. He was 
also very respectful to every advice we 
gave him and made everything really 
perfect.”

MERSAL is being directed by Atlee 
who will be associating with Vijay for 
the second time after Theri. Speaking 
about director Atlee, Dani says, “It’s 
always pleasure to work with people 
who know what they are doing and 
who have a know-how on what they 
want from others. Director Atlee always 
listened to our advice about magic and 
was keen in presenting it in interesting 
ways. I was really happy to work with 
him and help him give inputs on the 
intriguing magic effects you will see in 
the movie.”

DANI BELEV
ROLE OF CONSULTANT
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A revolutionary breakthrough in the
Card Through Window plot.

With PRISMA LITES you will have 
the ability to control light with 
superhuman ability. 

Predictions, revelations, and spirit 
writing are just the beginning...

Now available at your favorite MM dealer:

Visit www.murphysmagic.com for more.
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This completely impromptu routine was inspired by my good friend Ray Roch, while sitting 
at the local golf course having lunch he showed me a version using a plastic bottle and a 
little gimmick. I took this idea and discovered a method that required no gimmick and was 
copmletely impromptu. I have also worked out a way to reverse the procedure and have the 
coin 'pop' out the bottom of the bottle - perhaps that will be in another edition of VANISH.

Ray has since shown me another version that takes his original to a completely different level. 
Maybe he too will one day share it the with readers of VANISH.
 
In the meantime enjoy --- COIN IN BOTTLE. 

BOTTLEin
COIN

By Paul Romhany

TRICK
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CAREY'S CORNER
PULSE LOCATION OFFSHOOT

I don't know if you ever used the 
old pulse location trick. I've always 
loved it.
Here's a little offshoot:

Pre reverse say the 5 of hearts in the 
middle of a face up deck which is 
boxed. It can be a stranger if you so 
wish.

Bring out the box and hold it in your 
palm up right hand, thumb on top 
fingers beneath. "Today we are going 
to try an experiment in thoughts and 
human connection. Madam, would 
you please hold my wrist as if you were 
a nurse taking my pulse. I am going to 
call out 5 random playing cards and 
we will see if there is a connection be-
tween us. They say the inflections in a 
persons voice can often give their true 
thoughts or feelings away. I will try to 
keep the tone of my voice neutral. Just 
see if you can sense or feel a mental 
connection between one of those 
cards and you and me."

The cards are called out and the 
spectator makes her choice. The cards 
are removed from the box and spread. 
There is just one face down card 
amongst the face up cards. It proves to 
be your thought is also theirs- the 5  of 
hearts.

M.o: just hold the box with firm 
upward pressure from fingers and 
downward pressure from the thumb. 
I always name the target card third of 
the five cards. When I name it I simply 
release the thumb and finger pressure, 
which causes them to feel  or 'sense' a 
card.

The script is tight and does most of the 
work for you

TRICK
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MAGIC TRICK

Method:

Let the spectator select a card with an in the 
hands spread.
Now ribbon spread the cards on the table 
but there are a few points you have to look 
out for, for this move to work.

-The spread must be a straight diagonal line 
and maintain neatness.

When the cards are on the table as de-
scribed before you will ask the spectator 
kindly to return their card and you will insert  
the card into the spread, keep the hand 
that is not inserting the card on the spread 
around the position the card is inserted with 
the fingers spread out (This so the cards 
won’t move too much). When the card is half 
inserted move it to the right if right-handed 

IMAGINATION
TRIUMPH

R
BY RICO WEELAND

Here is THE TURTLE MOVE you'll need to learn for this routine.
Effect: This move helps you to turn over a card that is inserted in a deck 
that is ribbon spread on the table. 

14 VANISH Magazine      www.VanishMagazine.com

and to the left, if left-handed so that the card clears the 
spread and when you release the card it will be laying under 
the spread. Now with the left hand lift up the spread and get 
ready to do a spread turn over, while you do this the right-
hand takes over with the thumb holding the top of the wave 
and your hand in front of the spread, continue the turn over 
and with the other hand start to scoop up the wave. this will 
hide the card under the spread. The inserted card will be 
reversed now.

IMAGINATION TRIUMPH
EFFECT:
In this triumph like-effect the spectator will imagine their 
card turning over and a few moments later their card is 
reversed. Then the cards will be shuffled face-up into face-
down, the spectator will imagine the cards being reversed 
into the right position and the cards will be back into posi-
tion.

METHOD:
Phase 1:
For the first phase you will let the spectator pick a card and 
then you will return the card in the turtle wave return fash-
ion which will reverse the first card.

Phase 2: You will remove the reversed card and table it, tell 
some patter, now return the card face down in the turtle 
wave spread fashion. (This will reverse the card again)

Have the cards squared up and face up onto the table, now 
riffle up the pack with the thumb till you spot a face down 
card (The selection) after you spot this card let a few cards 
fall and split the pack at this point. Move the top half the 
right and turn this packet over. You can now spread both 
packets on the table towards you as long as you keep the 
top cards of the left packet squared, this will show that all 
the cards are indeed face-up, face-down.

Now shuffle the 2 packets face up into face down but make 
sure you riffle the right pack faster than the left packet, hold 
1 card of the right packet back till the left hand is only hold-
ing one card back, let the right-hand card fall and now let 
the left-hand card fall.

You are now going to execute a push through shuffle but 
with a second card block transfer(This means you transfer 
the top card of the right packet(The second card in the 
shuffle) to the left packet).

You will now finish the push through and strip the face-up 
packet out with the right hand. While you strip this packet 
out you will point to your spectator while making a quote, 
put the striped out packet on top.

Now do a triumph kind of display as following: lift up the top 
3/4th of the cards and move them forward in a diagonal, leaf 
the cards on the first packet, do this again but now move the 
top half forward, do this again but only with the top card.
 

Gather the cards and get a break under the top card. Transfer 
this top card to the bottom by means of a double undercut. 
Now show that some cards are face up by lifting up in the 
top half, other cards are face down by lifting up in the bot-

tom half and that some cards are back to back by lifting up in 
the middle (A natural break will form in the middle from which 
you can lift the cards). Transfer this packet from the right hand 
to the left hand(left-hand palm up) now put the packet back 
on the deck by turning the palm of the hand down, but while 
you do this push the top card of the cards in the hand over so 
that it reverses this card.

Your situation now will be as follows: on the bottom 1 card 
reversed, in the middle the selection reversed and the whole 
deck face down.

pick up the deck with the bottom reversed card facing to the 
top. Now execute an erdnase color change to indicate the mo-
ment the magic happens.
Spread the cards face down but spread the bottom cards as a 
block so that the reversed card at the bottom doesn’t show.

COMMENTS:
1.    The reason that you will point while striping out the card 
is that this hides the discrepancy of cutting the top half to the 
top.

2.    A way of making sure the bottom cards don’t spread at the 
end is to turn the cards over with the right hand, let the cards 
hit the thumb of the left hand so that It will create a step to the 
right, this step will make it easier to not grip the bottom few 
cards.

CREDITS:
-Daryl, Secrets of a Puerto Rican Gambler:  Second dealing the 
bottom card as a switch.
-Charles Nyquist, Ribbonspread Hide-Out: CardShark. Darwin 
Ortiz
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IMAGINATION
TRIUMPH

R
BY RICO WEELAND

Here is THE TURTLE MOVE you'll need to learn for this routine.
Effect: This move helps you to turn over a card that is inserted in a deck 
that is ribbon spread on the table. 
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PRODUCT HIGHLIGHT

TARANTULA II
YIGAL MESIKA

WITHOUT A DOUBT THE MOST ADVANCED INVISIBLE THREAD REEL 
ON THE MARKET. THIS NEW VERSION OF TARANTULA GOES WAY 
BEYOND THE ORIGINAL WITH SOME EXTREMELY CLEVER DESIGN 
ADDITIONS INCLUDING NEW BATTERY SO YOU NEVER HAVE TO 
REPLACE IT AS WELL AS AN INCREDIBLE FEATURE WHERE IT IS ALWAYS 
ON AND GOES TO SLEEP AFTER 10 SECONDS. 

THESE, AND OTHER ADVANCEMENTS ENABLE THE PERFORMER TO 
USE IT TO DO SOME INCREDIBLE FLOATING OR MOVING EFFECTS. 

MY FIRST MOTORIZED THREAD REEL WAS  A JOHN KENNEDY REEL, 
WHICH I STILL OWN, AND IT'S AMAZING HOW FAR THIS IDEA OF 
USING INVISIBLE THREAD WITH A MOTORIZED REEL HAS COME.  I 
HAVE BEEN USING THE ORIGINAL TARANTULA SINCE IT FIRST CAME 
OUT AND NOW WITH THIS NEW VERSION I HAVE FOUND IT OPENS UP 
A WHOLE NEW DOOR OF IMPOSSIBILITIES.  

1. A rechargeable battery that will last 
you over 100 performances on just 
one single charge. No more expensive 
batteries! 

2. You can instantly lock and unlock 
the motor at any moment you wish. 
Absolutely no set-ups! 

3. The micro motor is now completely 
silent and provides the IT reel with 
constant perfect tension. 

4. Say goodbye to old-school ITR 
mechanical reels or button reel 
activation! A new motorized and 
patented Soul Technology™ is ready 
when you are and enables you to operate 
completely hands free. 

5. The revolutionary stealth design is now 
far more intuitive, more comfortable, and 
extremely easy to master. 

6. A brand new video tutorial with Yigal 
Mesika himself teaching you new effects, 
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performance tips, and psychological subtleties 
that will elevate your performances to new 
heights. Beginners and working professionals 
will definitely be blown away by this high-impact 
content. 

Effects You'll Learn
Floating Candy/Lifesaver
Hover-Ring
Haunted Pack
Floating Bill
Magnetic Bill
Bonus PK Touches
The Tarantula II can produce real magic anytime, 
anywhere, and in any light condition. You can 
operate completely hands-free without having to 
wear any special jewelry or clothing. The magic 
happens right under the spectator's nose and you 
can perform completely surrounded. 

This unique device is easy to master and will give 
you endless possibilities.

“  
THIS IS BY FAR THE VERY 

BEST USE OF A CELL 
PHONE I HAVE EVER 

SEEN. IF YOU WANT TO 
PERFORM A MIRACLE 

THEN THIS IS IT! 

MY THOUGHTS:
Having used this now for a little 
while I only have great things to say 
about it. I've been using motorized 
thread reels since John Kennedy 
released his version using nylon. 
This is the most advanced thread 
reel on the market and it allows 
me to do some pretty incredible 
routines.

The reel itself has some great new 
additions and features over the 
original including the rechargeable 
battery. You only need to plug it in 
to your USB port and you are good 
to go - the charge could last as long 
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as 4 months before you need to charge it up again. The 
other good thing about this is that you won't lose power 
and each time you use the reel the tension will be the same. 
In the original, with a regular battery the reel would lose 
some juice as the battery got weaker. 

For me, the greatest advancement is the fact that it is 
always on so there is not need to turn the gimmick on or 
off. You pull out the thread and it working straight away, 
then will go to sleep after 10 seconds.  This means that the 
gimmick is now hands free. This is the first time anybody 
has come up with this idea for a motorized reel and you no 
longer have to try and turn it on. There is also a locking and 
unlocking feature which is super easy to use. There is much 
less movement on this version in order to do the effects.

While noise was never an issue for me with the first version, 
they have made this new one much quieter. You can no 
longer hear any tell tale sign of a motor and so in quieter 
working conditions this will no longer be an issue.

Overall the design is far more superior. It fits much better 
and I'm not sure if the material is different but it seems to 
be more comfortable to wear. To me, this is like a thumbtip 
and is always in my pocket enabling me to perform a real 
miracle at anytime.

The fact this reel is in plain sight yet goes completely 
undetected is what makes it the best version ever 
produced. The original concept is still there and this is the 
reason I've always enjoyed using this. The thread itself is 
also the best on the market. The idea of invisible thread is 

that it is invisible. There have been, and continue to be a 
few new versions from people trying to replicate what Yigal 
has done, but all miss the most important point, INVISIBLE 
THREAD IS INVISIBLE!! I recently saw a new model and the 
thread the thread was way too thick. With this version Yigal 
has managed to get the perfect thread that is strong yet still 
very thin. 

The download teaches you some great routines. My 
favorites are the floating ring and Haunted Deck. With the 
floating ring you are able to make a finger ring float from 
your hand on to a spectator's finger.  This is my favorite 
effect to do and is as magical as you will ever get.

Because of the locking and unlocking feature on this new 
version you can now do the cleanest Haunted Deck routine. 
You use a borrowed deck if you want and the set up is so 
easy and clean. You lay the deck on the floor and move 
back, and when you are ready the deck will move and the 
chosen card spin out. Quite possible the cleanest and most 
baffling of any Haunted Deck routine I've seen.

I have had so much fun with Tarantula II. Yigal has hit every 
mark when it comes to producing a gimmick that can be 
used by everybody under almost every kind of condition. 
So far I would easily say THIS is the top piece of magic for 
2017 - great value, excellent production and product and 
something everybody will be using. 
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AVAILABLE IN TWO DIFFERENT STYLES
For more information visit www.sansminds.com

“I’ve never done a video testimonial 
before, but [VAPR Watch] deserved it. 
This is an awesome product.”

Shawn Farquhar

“My manipulation skills are “minimal” 
at best. But this product has trans-
formed me into a close-up God!”

Franz Harary

“I am only gonna say this once. Vapr Watch is phenomenal. It’s a GAME 
CHANGER and now on top of my “every day carry” list...”

Eric Jones

“Just get it. You will use it!”
Alan Rorrison

“[VAPR Watch] is extremely high quali-
ty and a well thought out design.”

Patrick Kun

“VAPR Watch is the most innovative 
smoke device in history. Just the way 
it’s assembled and hand crafted is pure 
magic. It’s the ultimate tool for the 
close up worker!”

Morgan Strebler

“I love the amount of smoke [VAPR 
Watch] produces”

Shin Lim

“This is a piece of art. It’s JAMES 
BOND’s watch. Extremely well made!”

Paul Rohmany

“I“I am absolutely biased to say this, but 
Vapr Watch is a watch that I am proud 
to war, and it makes me a better magi-
cian. Really!”

Will Tsai
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YIGAL MESIKA
FEATURE

Y
The name Yigal Mesika is synonymous with 
levitation and invisible thread work, in particular 
his incredible Spider Pen and Tarantula products. 
Both items are widely used by magicians around 
the world and continue to be some of the most 
advanced invisible thread creations on the market. 
The BIG news in magic this week is the launch of 
TARANTULA 2.0. I had a sneak preview and sat 
down with Yigal to discuss his business practices, in 
particular taking a product from idea to market. 

To understand the making of a successful product 
you need to understand the person behind it. One 
of the main things I grasped from talking to Yigal 

was his passion for everything he does.  There are 
certain steps he follows which have made him a 
success and allowed him to live the life he dreamt. 
However, if you want to create  popular magic items, 
here he will share with us some of his secrets. 

Yigal was born in Israel and moved to America 
in 2000. As a youngster he was encouraged by 
a magician to learn English and study as many 
books as possible. After school he visited his 
mentor, FAUST, and helped him build props in his 
warehouse, learning the craft from the inside out. 
He observed that Faust always improved tricks and 
would not perform magic ‘out of the box’. This was 

Breaking the Mold one Step at a Time

By PAUL ROMHANY

PHOTOS by Cory Barker 
www.corybarkerphoto.com

TO 
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His research included discovering 
if there was anything similar 
on the market, and if so … and 
he couldn’t make a significant 
improvement … then he would 
not invest his time or money 
taking it further. 

engraved in Yigal's mind at an early age and gave him an awareness 
of what it takes to create props and make you stand out from 
others, further cementing his desire to be a magician. 

As a young child he remembered constantly creating things out of 
necessity. At age 11 he made a cutting board at school and spent 
months working on it as a gift for Mothers Day. He watched her 
cut on it all the time and it gave him great satisfaction to know his 
creations were good enough for people to use.

When Yigal was 12 he lived in a rough neighborhood, he had a 
cage of doves which local criminals would break into …stealing 
his birds. The cage itself was welded to the floor so they couldn’t 
take it, however, they broke the lock several times and took his 
doves. He realized any lock can be broken quite easily by snapping 
it apart with a metal bar, so he came up with the idea of blocking 
the U-shape opening which he had a local welder build. His new 
invention stopped the thieves from breaking into his cage. This 
from a kid who was only 12 years old! 

Yigal’s fascination with thread work began at 14. He became 
obsessed with the possibilities of invisible thread and realized 
people loved the effects he created. At 17 he purchased his first 
ITR but soon thereafter he realized it had flaws. It was the best reel 
out there, and in those days used very thick thread, made noise, 

and he could not pull out enough thread for effects he wanted 
to present. Being the creative person he was Yigal knew there 
could be something better. Over a very long period of time he 
repeatedly experimented and made various prototypes suiting 
his needs. 

When he was 24 he saw John Kennedy’s Power Reel which used 
a small motor to pull a nylon sewing thread. Over time Yigal 
changed the motor, making it micro small, and also include the 
finest invisible thread. With John’s blessing Yigal started to create 
his version and The Spider Pen was born … which changed the 
game of invisible thread work opening a door of possibilities for 
magicians while creating visual impossibilities for spectators.

The original Tarantula followed, implementing the idea of a 
100% accessible yet completely hidden thread reel. The first idea 
was hiding a micro motorized reel in a thumb-tip, which lead 
to many variations. Then he discovered the Sonata gimmick, 
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His research included discovering 
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he couldn’t make a significant 
improvement … then he would 
not invest his time or money 
taking it further. 
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Y i g a l  p e r f o r m i n g  h i s  f l o at i n g  r i n g  w h e r e  t h e  r i n g  f l i e s  f r o m  h i s  h a n d  o n 
t o  t h e  s p e c tat o r ' s  f i n g e r .

a clever way of showing your palms empty while hiding something in plain sight. He then cut it in half and added his micro motorized reel to it and the Tarantula gimmick was born. By designing it from a reformed Sonata gimmick combined with a very small yet powerful reel Yigal realized he was on to something special. To Yigal it looked like a Tarantula, hence the name was born.  

While working on the original concept for Tarantula his neighbor, a singer about to start a tour, asked him to be in her music video. She wanted a magic effect where a ring would fly up and spin from one person’s hand to another’s hand, landing on their finger. Yigal worked on this for six months and soon realized the impact this emotional visual magic had on people. The biggest advantage is you can do it right under their noses and they never see a thing.

During the creating process Yigal experimented with numerous methods and every possible version as well as the material to construct it. His research included discovering if there was anything similar on the market, and if so … and he couldn’t make a significant improvement … then he would not invest his time or money taking it further. 

This is advice every magician who wants to create or sell a magic trick should listen to. Research is the most important part of any product if you are thinking about putting something on the market. Today, with the Internet, there is no excuse not to know what is out there.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet veroconsetur voluptatem miapa

Yigal making a lifesaver float around him and up in to his 
mouth. You can create the impossible with Tarantula II.

TARANTULA I I

PROTECTING IDEAS
Years ago, when Yigal bought the rights to LOOPS from Finn Jon, he discovered people were copying and 
producing them without permission. He looked around 
at larger companies like Coca Cola and realized they all 
put a trademark on their products and ideas. His first 
Trademarked product in magic was The Spider Pen ® 
followed by LOOPS ®.  also Mr Mesika followed with patents 
as well to protect is intellectual property.

Developing a cohesive product thinking about making 
something more well integrated more intuitive can take 
years of work. After working with a product like Tarantula, 
the thought process/steps become second nature. You start to realize all the subtleties and keep making 
improvements. However, sometimes it can be dangerous 
because your mind can spend all day long with just this 
one thing.
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The first Tarantula took six months to get to market while the new version took several years. The new release was very close to production about five times, but Yigal wasn’t 100% happy with it, so he halted manufacture to make improvements. This shows the commitment he has with products he releases. He created a company that magicians KNOW delivers a first rate product. 

When I asked him about the money back guarantee 
offered from his company, on ANY product he sells, Yigal said, “in all the years we have only had ONE person return something, and that was because the 

father felt The Spider Pen was too hard for his 8 year 
old son to learn.” 

I don’t know of any other magic manufacturer or producer with this policy and it shows in the pride he has for his work.

To succeed in the magic business Yigal offers the following advice.

Embrace something that makes you unique. Try and 
create a new wave rather than jump on something that already exists. Once you find your angle that’s when things will change and work with your strengths. A lesson he discovered while watching Uri 

Geller on television. Whenever Yigal bent a spoon people always mentioned Geller. It was then he realized he needed something unique so people would talk about Yigal and not Uri. From that point on he never bent a spoon again.

“THE BETTER THE PRODUCT THE MORE RESPECT YOU GET FROM YOUR CUSTOMERS.”

BRANDING
There are many elements to branding and each element must fit together to make you unique. If you don’t do that you will just fall in to a standard mold. David Blaine did everything opposite of what we saw on television from David Copperfield. Blaine didn’t fall in to the mold but rather broke free to stand out.

Yigal, only has a few selected items, but each offers an infinite possibility of ideas. LOOPS for example or The Spider Pen are only limited by your imagination. 

CONTENT
Content is also very important. 

You need to create something significantly different and not create something just for the sake of creating. 

A product is a composed of many different elements. Everything has to be cohesive and fit together. The devil is in the details as they say, it’s a process and if you don’t follow the process somebody else will do it for you … and you are out of the game.  

INSPIRATION
Yigal’s advice is not to limit yourself to magic as your only inspiration. Expand your horizons by asking yourself what is it that others do that you don’t. 

For example, look at musicians and what makes one stand out from the other. Yigal loves fashion and technology and is always looking at designers, how they package and style. His inspiration for packaging came from outside of magic, and was a game changer. 

BEYOND MAGIC
His creative drive does not stop at magic. When he first came to the USA he had terrible skin irritations which made him shy and uncomfortable and held him back from performing. There were no products on the 
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ADVICE FOR GETTING 

“Research is the first thing you should do. If 
something already exists think about how a 
new version would enhance what is already 
there. Does it enhance it enough? Ask close 
friends and seek their opinion. See what 
their first reaction is for the first few seconds. 
It is that initial reaction that you should 
listen and watch for. After a time they might 
overthink what you showed them.”

R E S E A R C H1

 “The next step is making a prototype then 
ask people again and see what they say. 
Listen to close friends but also listen to your 
gut instinct. If you don’t believe in the idea 
then how will others. There needs to be a 
passion for the idea. Do you see yourself 
doing this down the road in a few years? If 
the answer is yes then move forward with 
the idea.”

L i s t e n2

Try to do something that suits you that 
others might embrace as well.

S u i t s  Y o u3

Various live photos of Yigal performing 
his miracles.

F E A T U R E  A R T I C L E

Y i g a l ' s  p e r s o n a l  a d v i c e  f o r 
a n y b o d y  w h o  w a n t s  t o  ta k e  a 

p r o d u c t  f r o m  z e r o  t o  h e r o . 
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If you have an idea you think is spectacular 
and will be around for a very long time 
then you need to protect it. A trademark is 
very powerful, in addition you might also 
want to look at a provisional patent which 
is very inexpensive and good for one year 
and allows you to decide if you want to go 
forward with a full patent at a later stage. 
More info can be found at USPTO.gov, which 
is the site for the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office.

P r o t e c t  y o u r  i d e a s6

Part of Yigal’s thought process is trying to 
create strong effects magicians can do out of 
the box but they have to be friendly to use 
and versatility is a big plus. 

S t r o n g  e f f e c t s4

 If your intention is just to make big money 
from creating an effect to sell to other 
magicians … then find another way to make 
more money. 

B e  r e a l i s t i c5

 PRODUCT TO MARKET 

You need to know the market you are going 
after, being aware of strengths and your 
vision so you can distinguish your items 
from everybody already out there. 

K n o w  t h e  m a r k e t7
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market to help him, so again, out of necessity 
he set out to find something to solve his bad 
skin problems and stop him from getting 
rashes after shaving. Over the years he ended 
up creating a solution which resolved the 
issue and is being released to the general 
public in about a year from now.

CONCLUSION
If you use Yigal’s business model as an 
example of how to develop and produce 
magic you can’t go wrong. He stands by 
everything he does and is proud of his 
accomplishments. He hasn’t released 
hundreds of tricks but rather takes pride in 
knowing he is respected and his products 
WILL be used for years to come. Magic is like 
Oxygen for Yigal, it’s something he loves. 
He never looks at the clock because he 
enjoys it so much. The thrill for him is seeing 
others performing what he creates, just like 
that little eleven year old boy who made a 
cutting board for his mother. That is what 
drives him and keeps him creating.

With the release of Tarantula 2.0 the magic 
world is yet again about to see a huge 
advancement in thread technology. From 
the young boy who created a lock thieves 
couldn’t break to a man who has created 
the world’s most advanced invisible thread 
reel … Yigal Mesika continues to inspire and 
break the mold. 
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MAGIC  
LIVE

Please note: this “Magic Live” report, 
provided by Lupe Nielsen, is deeply 
culled from her extensive blog report 
found at: https://nnmagic.com/magic-
live-2017-lupes-review/ 

The theme for this year’s Magic Live, was 
“The Road Less Traveled.” We were reminded 
to take “side trips” in our life’s journey. Take a 
detour in order to learn more, take risks, and 
encounter surprises. All this will hopefully 
help us improve ourselves and our magic.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 13, 2017 – FIRST DAY
Screening of “The Gambler’s Ballad” – 
Century Theaters – Orleans Hotel – 4:00 pm

The opening event was informal, 
piggybacked to the convention. This film 
produced by Penn Jillette is a tribute to 
master magician Johnny Thompson. Johnny 
is Penn and Teller’s magic consultant, 
confidant and friend. The documentary is 
about the collaboration he did with Penn 
on a dramatic piece of card magic titled: 
“The Gambler’s Ballad”. Penn mastered the 
piece and now performs it with John as a 
duo, with John playing the part of the old 
gambler.

There was time for a question and answer 
session after the film, and it should be 
officially released within the next few 
months.

OPENING NIGHT PARTY AND DEALERS
The convention started with a big bang and 
a huge party for all the attendees at 7:00 
pm.

The theme was the 1950s and 60s. People 
were encouraged to wear the leather 
jackets, poodle skirts, etc. The attendees 
looked quite festive in their outfits.

There were fifty dealers – a veritable 
magic nirvana for those who wanted to 
purchase the newest items and magic 
novelties. Everything from books, coin 
magic, fancy electronic mentalism gadgets, 
sound systems, publications, collectibles, 
floating tables, clever card tricks, illusions, 
magic posters, and so much more were 
represented.

On the opening night, for every $20 
purchased, you received a raffle ticket for 
generous price packages (each totaling 
approximately $1250). There were seven 
prizes for seven lucky winners.

MONDAY – AUGUST 14, 2017 – SECOND 
DAY
GENERAL SESSIONS – 10:00 AM
The convention took off with the General 
Sessions. Stan Allen came on stage to 
welcome us to the event.

MC’s for the General Sessions were Julie Eng 
and Johnathan Levit, who kept the program 
moving smoothly throughout the morning. 

The speakers were:

Simon Pierro: The “iPad Magician”, spoke 
about his creative magic path using an iPad 
to become a viral phenomenon on YouTube.

Joshua Jay with Dr. Lisa Grimm, a 

CONVENTION REPORT

Words: Lupe Nielsen || Photos: David Linsell
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researcher and Psychology Professor who 
researches human cognition. Joshua and Dr 
Grimm conducted a study of how humans 
react to and what they like about magic. 
The biggest tip of this lecture was that 
audiences remember entertainers who have 
a proper introduction before a performance, 
which includes a list of their credentials, 
creating more fanfare.

Danny Creed: Lectured about Personality 
Profiling. The bottom line is we all have a 
product to sell – in this case our act, show 
or presentation – and there is someone on 
the other side of the receiving end willing 
to buy it.

Abbey Goldrake: For me, this was the 
highlight of Magic Live. Abbey is David 
Goldrake’s wife. David is the current resident 
magician at the Tropicana Hotel and Casino. 
Twenty-two months ago something went 
very wrong during their rehearsal of the 
double levitation. They fell and Abbey 
broke her C3 and C4 vertebrae. She became 
paralyzed and some doctors predicted a 
life where she would be unable to walk or 
do the most basic tasks without assistance. 
After months of physical therapy and 
excruciating pain she stood and walked 
by herself. There wasn’t a single dry eye in 
the theater after her talk. She continues 
to overcome the odds, and it is a sight to 
behold. David, who as the main caretaker, 
gives her his love and full support. He is an 
angel.

Twenty-two months 
ago something went 

very wrong during their 
rehearsal of the double 

levitation.

Collection of selfies and photos by Lupe Nielsen
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MAGIC  
LIVE
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Cyril: Aquarium Illusion: My jaw dropped 
open when Cyril lectured about his famous 
Aquarium Illusion, which has gone viral on 
YouTube. He explained the entire methodology 
around this elaborate effect. It was amazing 
to see the attention to detail he and his crew 
used creating one of magic’s most memorable 
effects.

Jason England and Richard Hatch: Detecting 
Erdnase – The real identity of Erdnase is a 
mystery in the world of magic. Dick Hatch is 
one of the foremost scholars on the subject, 
Jason England specializes in everything 
Erdnase.

Anthony Owen: Mentalism. I heard mixed 
reviews from people around the convention 
about this lecture, which appealed to those 
who perform mentalism.

Ken Scott: Magic for all Audiences. Sixty five 
percent of Ken’s bookings come from family 
shows.

THE CLOSE UP EXPERIENCE – 7:30 PM
We witnessed highly skillful magic, effects 
and moves few of us regular mortals will ever 

be able to master. Fro me the performers 
lacked a “hook”, story or reason to care 
about the tricks.

 Yu Ho-jin – Performed a 
customized card trick, where the cards 
spelled the name of the event: 

 David Kovac – MC for the rest of 
the show.

 Mike Pisciotta – Performed a 
series of four ace locations. 

 Ben Earl – did cards.

 Garrett Thomas – Facilitated the 
recall of his name writing an ambigram. 
Right side up, it spelled “Garrett” and 
upside down “Thomas”.

 Bill Cheung – The last performer, 
did “Any Card Called For”, where a couple 
of chosen cards rose out of a glass at will.

EVENING SHOW – 10:00 PM
A good show, with novel and quite 
interesting acts.

 MCs: Passing Zone: Owen 
Morse and Jon Wee, are very talented 
jugglers who have an engaging style and 
demeanor. They performed in between the 
acts and kept the show fllowing smoothly.

 David Goldrake: Opening act, 
performed his illusion of walking through 
a sheet of steel. 

 Po Cheng Lai: A manipulative act 
with mostly fans and silks, very skillful.

 Niek Takens: From Holland, 
who studies under Mike Walther and Ger 
Copper does a highly    
skillful manipulation act.

 Levent: Norm and I have known 
Levent for many years. His comedy routine 
did not disappoint. He has a rapid fire style 
of amazing manipulation, clever sight gags  
and probably the best Sympathetic Silks in 
magic. Brilliant!
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Magic Live

 Simon Pierro: The “iPad Magician”, did not 
disappoint with the interaction he had with the  device, 
bringing two dimensional objects out of the screen in his 
hands.

 Jonathan Goodwin: Closed the show with an 
impressive, very dangerous, real crossbow act.

TUESDAY – AUGUST 15, 2017 – THIRD DAY
GENERAL SESSIONS
 MCs: Johnathan Levit and Julie Eng with Jason 
England
 Nicholas Night: Nicholas, discussed – the  “Profit 
Ability” podcast, dedicated to exploring what makes some 
people successful.

 Levent: 3D Printing for Magicians – Levent is a 
magic geek who knows the history and nuances behind 
each effect he performs. He is never afraid to use new 
technology to improve his methods.

 Luke Korem: Spoke about the documentary 
“Dealt”, featuring card mechanic Richard Turner.

 Richard Turner: …the subject of the “Dealt” 
documentary. Other than his skill, the single most 
amazing fact about Richard is his blindness. He wowed us 
with a card version of the Tower of Hanoi puzzle.

 David Williamson: Currently the Ringmaster at 
the Circus 1903 Show at the Paris Hotel and Casino. He is 
one of the most cherished performers in our industry.
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“ THERE IS NO  
CONVENTION LIKE 
IT IN THE WORLD.

FOCUS SESSIONS – AFTERNOON
 Darwin Ortiz: Creating Drama Through Conflict. 

 David Sandy and Christopher Hart: The Workshop. From what I 
saw, they must have been teaching, I believe … nuances of the Dye Tube.

CLOSE UP CLINIC: Eight tables with a magic expert at each location. 
Attendees could approach any table and learn directly from each expert:

  Norman Beck – Talked about the Stripper Deck

  Bill Goodwin – Card magic

  Howard Hamburg – Card magic

  Joshua Messado – Miniature Linking Rings

  Jamy Ian Swiss – Memorized Deck work

  Paul Vigil – Fast and Loose effect

  Paul Wilson – Coin Magic

  Tyler Wilson – Card magic

JOHN ARCHER – IN CONCERT
This was a one-man show. John is an engaging performer. He presented 
several mentalism type routines. In between each effect he sang and 
played the ukelele … he was hilarious.

THE FINAL THAYER MYSTERY – 49 BOXES EXPERIENCE
A special interactive experience …

We were seated in groups of eight. Several boxes were brought to our 
table. The object was to open the boxes and solve mysteries and puzzles 
giving us clues to open all 18 locks closing the main box on the center 
table. All eight people at our table had to participate as a group in 
accomplishing the task. The audience managed to open all the locks in 
the main box within an hour. Inside the box was a recording of Thayer 
commending us for our efforts and praising us because we learned the 
meaning of “collaboration”.

WEDNESDAY – AUGUST 16, 2017 – FINAL DAY
GENERAL SESSIONS
MCs: Johnathan Levit and Julie Eng
They did a wonderful job with a delightful chemistry between them, and 
they kept the sessions flowing smoothly and on time.

Here are the speakers:

 Michael Borys, Alex Lieu: The Curious Histories of the 49 Boxes 

45VANISH MAGAZINE      www.VanishMagazine.com

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com


Magic Live

 Simon Pierro: The “iPad Magician”, did not 
disappoint with the interaction he had with the  device, 
bringing two dimensional objects out of the screen in his 
hands.

 Jonathan Goodwin: Closed the show with an 
impressive, very dangerous, real crossbow act.

TUESDAY – AUGUST 15, 2017 – THIRD DAY
GENERAL SESSIONS
 MCs: Johnathan Levit and Julie Eng with Jason 
England
 Nicholas Night: Nicholas, discussed – the  “Profit 
Ability” podcast, dedicated to exploring what makes some 
people successful.

 Levent: 3D Printing for Magicians – Levent is a 
magic geek who knows the history and nuances behind 
each effect he performs. He is never afraid to use new 
technology to improve his methods.

 Luke Korem: Spoke about the documentary 
“Dealt”, featuring card mechanic Richard Turner.

 Richard Turner: …the subject of the “Dealt” 
documentary. Other than his skill, the single most 
amazing fact about Richard is his blindness. He wowed us 
with a card version of the Tower of Hanoi puzzle.

 David Williamson: Currently the Ringmaster at 
the Circus 1903 Show at the Paris Hotel and Casino. He is 
one of the most cherished performers in our industry.

44 VANISH Magazine      www.VanishMagazine.com

“ THERE IS NO  
CONVENTION LIKE 
IT IN THE WORLD.

FOCUS SESSIONS – AFTERNOON
 Darwin Ortiz: Creating Drama Through Conflict. 

 David Sandy and Christopher Hart: The Workshop. From what I 
saw, they must have been teaching, I believe … nuances of the Dye Tube.

CLOSE UP CLINIC: Eight tables with a magic expert at each location. 
Attendees could approach any table and learn directly from each expert:

  Norman Beck – Talked about the Stripper Deck

  Bill Goodwin – Card magic

  Howard Hamburg – Card magic

  Joshua Messado – Miniature Linking Rings

  Jamy Ian Swiss – Memorized Deck work

  Paul Vigil – Fast and Loose effect

  Paul Wilson – Coin Magic

  Tyler Wilson – Card magic

JOHN ARCHER – IN CONCERT
This was a one-man show. John is an engaging performer. He presented 
several mentalism type routines. In between each effect he sang and 
played the ukelele … he was hilarious.

THE FINAL THAYER MYSTERY – 49 BOXES EXPERIENCE
A special interactive experience …

We were seated in groups of eight. Several boxes were brought to our 
table. The object was to open the boxes and solve mysteries and puzzles 
giving us clues to open all 18 locks closing the main box on the center 
table. All eight people at our table had to participate as a group in 
accomplishing the task. The audience managed to open all the locks in 
the main box within an hour. Inside the box was a recording of Thayer 
commending us for our efforts and praising us because we learned the 
meaning of “collaboration”.

WEDNESDAY – AUGUST 16, 2017 – FINAL DAY
GENERAL SESSIONS
MCs: Johnathan Levit and Julie Eng
They did a wonderful job with a delightful chemistry between them, and 
they kept the sessions flowing smoothly and on time.

Here are the speakers:

 Michael Borys, Alex Lieu: The Curious Histories of the 49 Boxes 

45VANISH MAGAZINE      www.VanishMagazine.com

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com


– an interview with the creators of the 
“Thayer Mystery” puzzle presentation.

 Ray Anderson: Redefining Success 
– Ray is a remarkable performer who’s been 
working  for 30 years in “Esther’s Follies” 
in Austin, Texas. Combining current event 
comedy,  dance and magic.

 Denis Behr: The Conjuring Archive. 
Denis created the most comprehensive 
index of magic publications on the internet, 
free to all. The audience was in awe. To see 
his work go to:    
http://www.conjuringarchive.com/

 Homer Liwag: Arrangement in 
Gray and Black – Homer is a prolific artist, 
magician, director,  designer, photographer 
and cinematographer who has been 
working for David Copperfield for over 
twenty years.

 Johnny Thompson: Reflections – 
At 83 years of age, he is going strong and is 
one of the top consultants in the business. 
Johnny has met practically everyone worth 
meeting in show business and has great 
stories to share with all.

 Eric Mead: Lectured on his version 
of Three-Fly, the popular coins across on 
fingertips effect invented by Chris Kenner.

FOCUS SESSIONS
 Ben Earl: Real Magic – take the 
time to analyze magic to make it seem real 
to spectators.

 Yu Ho-jin: The Rehearsal Process 
– a specific and goal oriented method to 
rehearse magic.  

Brian South, Michael Rosander: Innovation 
thru Brainstorming

LIVE ONSTAGE – 9:00 PM
 MC: Steve Valentine
 Jordan K: A grocery themed 
manipulation act, very cleverly executed.

 Blake Vogt: caught the latter part 
of his routine …he revealed stools that 
matched a prediction.

 Pohang Huang: Did a tribute act 
to a poem “Saying Goodbye to Cambridge 
Again.”

 Alex Ramon: Performed his 
signature “Die Box” routine with an iPad.

 Patrick Lehnen: An act sitting at 
a table interacting with several props on it, 
including a lamp.

 Viktor Kee: Wow! Viktor was the 
juggler in the bill, absolutely stunning act.

 Double Fantasy: Vitaliy an Helena 
Gorachevski performed their quick change 
act.

Farewell Party - Was packed with over 1000 
attendees.

FINAL THOUGHTS:
Magic Live did not disappoint this year. Stan 
Allen and his crew put on a great event, and 
people seemed to be quite happy with the 
content. There is no other convention like it 
in the world. 

Magic Live scheduled for August 5 – 8, 2018.
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IN MEMORY \\

EUGENE BURGER 
PERSONAL THOUGHTS BY NICK LEWIN

August 9th 2017 was a really bad day 
for the magic world. Losing Eugene 
Burger seemed to strike a stunningly 
sad chord with magicians around the 
world. Almost everyone in our com-
munity has a great Eugene story or 
memory because anyone who shared 
even the tiniest amount of time with 
him felt that they were a part of his 
most intimate inner circle. That is just 
the kind of person Eugene Burger 
was. The magic world has many par-
ticipants, but you can count on the 
fingers of one hand the number of 
its ambassadors that are in the same 
league as this wise and wonderful 
man. Losing both Eugene and Daryl 
within a year of each other has been 
a huge blow to the magic world.

This year I decided to attend Stan 
Allen’s MAGIC LIVE convention in 
Las Vegas. While it would be totally 
inaccurate to imply that I did so in 
order to spend some time with Mr. 
Burger, it was certainly in my mind 
that I might well get to hang with Mr. 
B. Catching up with Eugene has been 
a favorite part of many conventions 
I have attended. Whether discussing 
magic, metaphysics, or life in general, 
you left a meeting with Eugene a far 

better educated person. How-
ever, I suspect many of us will 
best remember Eugene for his 
glorious and ever present sense 
of humor.  Burger’s love of life 
and laughter was invariably and 
perfectly intertwined with the 
more serious side to his nature. 
He really was a lot of fun.

Last year at the Atlanta Harvest 
of Magic I ended each evening 
of the event sharing a pizza with 
Eugene and discussing things 
both magical and metaphysical. 
Good company, good conversa-
tion and good pizza--now that 
is what a magic convention is all 
about for me.  On the evening I 
was to introduce Eugene in the 
Gala Show he gave me his intro 
and it included the fact that he 
was the Dean of McBride’s Magic 
& Mystery School, Las Vegas, 
Nevada. I told him it was time 
that McBride promoted him and 
that I was doing so myself, and 
I had anointed him to be the 
Bishop of the Mystery School. It 
only seemed correct. After I told 
Eugene he erupted into one of 
those rich, rumbling chuckles 

// STYLO
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that so frequently punctuated his conver-
sations so I think he liked the idea too.

As the oldest contributor to Vanish 
Magazine I very often seem to receive the 
task of writing memorials and obituaries 
as magicians leave us. I am frequently 
amazed at how many years I have known 
these figures and participants in the 
magic scene. In my own mind I started 
to think of an idea that might be fresher 
and more meaningful in its approach 
to remembering Eugene. I did come up 
with one idea that seemed like a brain-

storm. I decided to use the MAGIC LIVE 
convention to collect some personal 
memories about Eugene. My idea was 
to use the convention and Vanish to 
create a multi-voiced  “Live Tribute.” I 
wanted to have everyone who wished 
to participate hand write a single sen-
tence on an index card and then build 
them into the graphics on the article. 
My idea was to make it a really per-
sonal memorial for a particular group 
of magicians at a specific location 
and time. It didn’t work out that way 
though. I arrived at the Orleans Hotel 
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in Las Vegas on August 13th complete with 
index cards, Sharpies, and a clipboard. The 
people I started to involve in our project 
were instantly eager and excited, however, 
the moment they held a card and a pen in 
their hands they became perceptibly un-
comfortable. The last thing I had intended 
was to make anyone uncomfortable, and 
I quickly realized that my idea had one 
severe flaw. Eugene was larger than life 
and his personal and professional influence 
on the magic community was too great to 
boil down to a few words. I quickly realized 
it took more than an index card to contain 

most magicians’ description of Eugene’s 
impact on magic and I quickly decided to 
abandon the idea.

In the upcoming months there will be 
much written about Eugene. There are so 
many people in the magic world that want 
to share their thoughts on Eugene that it 
is probably better left as a phenomena to 
be explored on social media and personal 
blogs. I am particularly confident that 
Eugene’s colleagues at the Mystery School 
will write something definitive about his 
life. At Vanish Magazine we were very 
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proud that Eugene was a part of 
our little family and contributed 
his words of wisdom to our maga-
zine as it grew and developed. I 
therefore decided to write this 
highly personal farewell to my 
friend of a quarter of a century. 
However I’m not going to write 
a detailed account of Eugene’s 
impressive accomplishments, but 
rather make note of how lucky 
we have been as individuals to 
have the blessing of his company. 
At this point in time the best 
tribute to Eugene I have read was 
written by Derren Brown and 
was featured in his blog. I would 
strongly recommend you check it 
out at http://derrenbrown.co.uk/
eugene/The blog post is beauti-
fully written and well worth your 
time in reading.

More importantly I am going to 
recommend some serious read-
ing of Burger’s own words, and I 
want to begin by suggesting that, 
if you haven’t already done so, 
you take the time to explore all 
of books that Eugene has written 
about the performance of magic. 
They are wonderful and should 
be in every magician’s library. 
While it is customary to emphasis 
Burger’s role as the philosopher 

of magic, never fail to notice how 
perfectly constructed his physical 
published routines are.  There is 
a reason that Eugene won those 
multiple awards and performing 
fellowship from the Academy of 
Magical Arts in addition to numer-
ous other awards from his peers. 
He was an awesome magician. A 
fine selection of Eugene’s routines, 
writing and DVDs can be purchased 
on the Magic & Mystery School 
website at https://www.magical-
wisdom.com/shop/creator/eugene-

burger?page=1&sort_by=pop 

One of the glorious things about 
Eugene was not just that he wrote 
such powerful books for the magic 
world, but the way he followed 
through on his role as a teacher. If 
you had a question about an item 
in one of his books, or something 
he had said about the magical 
arts, all you had to do was track 
Eugene down at a magic conven-
tion and he would take whatever 
time was needed to set you right. 

56 VANISH Magazine      www.VanishMagazine.com

Burger realized that the true teacher wasn’t 
just someone who wrote books or lectured 
at a podium but the person who spread his 
knowledge on a one-on-one basis.  Eugene 
had degrees in philosophy, a Bachelor of 
Divinity degree from Yale University and 
had taught these subjects at a University 
level, however I will always think of him 
at a magic convention taking the time to 
teach a single attendee something that he 
wanted to learn. I do not recall ever seeing 
Burger shortchange any magician when it 
came to sharing his time and energy with 
them.

Part of the true magic that Eugene embod-
ied was his ability to bypass any ideas of 
separation and cut straight to the heart of 
unification within the widely diverse par-
ticipants in the magic scene. The last time 
I registered for Magic Live was in 2009, 
actually although I was registered I really 
only got to spend 24 hours at the South 
Point Hotel in Las Vegas. We checked into 
a nifty suite at the hotel and hosted a fun 
party to celebrate the event. My youngest 
daughter Katrina, who was aged 23 at the 
time, was with us to help host the party. I 
was amazed to see her bond with Eugene 
instantly and spent the entire evening 

gossiping with him as if they were lifelong 
friends. I have contributed some personal 
photos of Eugene from these various con-
ventions to accompany this story.

As a writer, teacher, performer and phi-
losopher we are lucky to have had Eugene 
Burger around to help guide magic in such 
a thoughtful manner. Burger’s profound 
and meaningful explorations of the true 
roots of the magical arts have changed 
magicians across the globe. All of us here 
at Vanish magazine are deeply saddened 
by the loss of Eugene and are proud that 
he took the time to add his special touch 
to our magazine. Magic will never be the 
same without Eugene, however it will 
always be elevated and improved because 
of the time he spent with us. Farewell my 
friend.
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COMEDY SPONGE 
BALL ROUTINE 
COLIN UNDERWOOD

In this month edition, I offer one of my favourite sponge ball routine. You'll need sponge balls, a silk and a small bottle. 
There is also the addition of the production of a soccer ball. You will notice I also use the glasses as misdirection and 
gives reason for me to do certain actions. This is all part of the 'character' that I developed over many years. 

You can see how much the character comes in to this routine and his mannerisms are very important. You will need 
to find your own character as this suits me, and most likely won't fit you. It's a great example of how important the 
character is and how to use it to your advantage.

ENJOY ....

TRICK KING OF MAGIC
Japan's LArgest worldwide distributing Magic Shop

Dealer Info

h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g o f m a g i c . n e t

King of Magic is distributing magic items worldwide from Japan. 

We are on the top of the list for distributing our own original products in Japan.  

We have our own producting factory. King of Magic will continue creating and distributing new magic.

If you have any questions please contact us at:   

shawn@kingofmagic.net  (Native English Speaker)

 

Ultimate 
Handy Sound

Wonder SiB

Maric Cup

Hole Magician’s Buddy Air DancingPenetration
Impossible

Card Through Meshbag Maric Pulltop Maric Glass

Wonder FB Wonder ATR Wonder Sealer

Wonder Board Wonder Donut Wonder Orchestra

Performance

Explanation

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aUJ9sOU8r6E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RlAwe7XjJDo
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A ‘REAL’ MAGIC 
SHOP IN THE UK 

Merlins of Wakefield were established in the 
UK in 1995 by two  local professional 
magicians Phil Peters and Mark Lee. 
Between them, they have over 50 years of  
experience, and have over 3000 magic items 
in stock + access to over 12000 more.                                                                                        
                      CALL IN AND SEE THE MAGIC FOR YOURSELF 
 

We are now exclusive UK distributors for 3D Magic Works. These fantastic effects are all made using 
a 3D printer.  Order yours today—Click on the pictures for more details! 

 

 
 
 

  Block Off          Dom Spots      Chip Switch        Astra Ball 
Our own best sellers include : 
 
 
 
      Drift           Las Vegas  
                     Rainbow Deck            Economicon 
 

MERLINS OF WAKEFIELD (UK) 
15 The Springs, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF11QE 

Tel: 01924 339933 
email: merlins@btconnect.com 

www.merlinswakefield.com 

http://www.showbizmagic.com
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HELPFUL TIPS

TWELVE 
TRAVEL 
TIPS FOR 
MAGICIANS 
 What makes the perfect trip when you travel? 

Is it just luck - or is there a secret formula you 
can use to make the most of your journey?

H
aving travelled to 124 
countries in the past twenty 
five years I feel confident 
in the fact that I am an 
experienced traveller. 

Fifteen of those years have been working 
on cruise ships, which with a lot of ups 
and downs  As I read all the posts on Social 
Media from younger performers I realize 
they are all going through the same things I 
did when I started out.

In my book The Real Deal I shared hundreds 
of experiences that happened during my 
travels as well as those of close friends.  
For those who travel I highly recommend 
getting this book. It's a massive 450 pages 
with lots of great advice, stories and 
information for the novice to full time 
professional. 

Here is just a few tips I've picked up over 
time ...

BY: PAUL ROMHANY
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I cover each suit with a plastic dry cleaning 

bag. Then fold each outfit over and place 

in your suitcase, hanger and all. They WILL 

NOT WRINKLE. Unpacking is a breeze ... 

just open your suitcase and start hanging 

things in the closet. 

Always label my bags, they have been lost before and make sure you know what your luggage looks like. If it is lost then you will have to describe it to the airlines, color, size, shape , etc. Remember tags do come off so I make sure I have two tags on at different places. If an airline is unable to trace the owner, or if luggage hasn’t been claimed after at least three months, it ends up at the Unclaimed Baggage Center in Scottsboro, Alabama-–a veritable Land of Lost Luggage. 

Keep important extras close at hand. 
Women might want to stash an extra pair of 
panty-hose in their purses, and men might 
put a underpants in their briefcases. Having 
extras like these can reduce stress if you 
run into unexpected problems.

 Clothing that is slightly creased or 

wrinkled can often be freshened up by 

steaming. Just hang those items in the 

bathroom while taking a hot, steamy 

shower and often the wrinkles will 

fall out.  I also pack some of my dress 

shirts in tissue paper, just like they 

were in the store, this also keeps them 

from wrinkling

To prevent catching colds especially on ships and on planes is to carry some antiseptic cream. I take a cotton bud and put some around the inside of my nose before flying. It just helps any bugs that are in the air getting any further. 

 • Be medically 

prepared. Always travel with a 

first-aid kit that includes such 

items as pain relievers, adhesive 

bandages and cold medicine. 

Finding a pharmacy on a trip can 

be difficult and time consuming. At 

the same time, don’t overdo it.

Locking your luggage. There are certain rules in countries where you can no longer lock your luggage - HOWEVER, there are locks now available which are allowed by airlines and can be opened by security if necessary. These locks are expensive but worth it.

Invest in duplicates. All performers 

have experienced that sinking feeling 

when they realize they’ve forgotten 

a cell phone charger or toiletries bag. 

It’s worth investing in a duplicate set 

of chargers for your tech devices and 

an extra assortment of toiletries that 

always stay in your travel bag.

Never get annoyed with airport 
security.  Unfortunately they hold 
all the power and occasionally you'll 
meet someone who abuses it.  Getting 
frustrated or angry won't help get you 
through to your gate any faster - in 
fact, you can end up missing your flight. 
My advice is to chill and just go with the 
flow. Everything works out in the end.

Call ahead and ask. I have a checklist of 

things I ask hotels for in advance. I like 

to exercise, so before travel I like to get a 

map of the area and find out if the hotel is 

connected to a local gym with a spin class 

and pool.
When my wife and I spent 3 months in 

Singapore for work we joined the local gym.

Become a packing minimalist. 
When was the last time you 
evaluated the contents of your 
travel bags? If you’re like many 
frequent travelers, you probably 
pack on autopilot and include 
items you have stopped using. 
So before the next trip, carefully 
examine what you pack and 
eliminate anything that isn’t 
necessary. 

Charge up. Create a checklist of power 
devices you need on trips and review 
it a night ahead to make sure they’re 
all fully charged. I have a designated 
place in my home office where I charge 
my travel must-haves. It’s on the same 
counter as my keys and wallet so I’m 
sure to grab my charged items before 
leaving.

Road trips, like haircuts, don’t often go wrong - 
but when they do, just chill out. 
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WE SHIP WORLDWIDE AT VERY REASONABLE RATES Visit www.murphysmagic.com for more.

ALL THAT GLITTERS IS NOT GOLD.

TRUE BEAUTY IS JUST KNOWING WHERE TO LOOK.

http://www.showtimemagic.com
http://facebook.com/showtimemagicproducts
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COIN GRIFTER 2.0

WAYNE FOX
A professional magician for the last 23 years, A member of the Inner Magic Circle with gold star of 
performance, an expert in Coin Magic and creator of The Knockout Prediction Outdone, 5221, Safe 
Keeping and Obliter8. Co presenter of The Wizard Product Review. A consultant for stage and screen. 
Famously received a standing ovation for his complete sell out Lecture Tour 'ChatterFox' at The 
Magic Circle HQ London 

www.magicfoxproducts.com
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BY DANNY ARCHER

SMOKE & MIRRORS MAGIC THEATRE

EXPLORE \\
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UPCOMING SHOWS

Friday, September 8 @ 8:00 PM

Saturday, September 9 @ 8:00 PM

Peter Samelson insists that he doesn’t do magic; he 

only helps people to see it. He is an illusionist/enter-

tainer/philosopher, blending simplicity and sophisti-

cation as he provokes thought and inspires wonder.

PETER SAMELSON

Friday, September 15 @ 8:00 PM

Saturday, September 16 @ 8:00 PM

DAVID CORSARO — He has seen a million faces and 

amazed them all

David Corsaro has been a professional magician for 

over 25 years. David performs for all audiences, from 

the Museum of Natural History to our Armed Forces 

and their families.

DAVID CORSARO

Since my last article, my partner Marty and 
I have been working feverishly to open the 
Smoke & Mirrors Magic Theater. I just read 
my last article and see that I was calling for 
a July opening. We missed that date but we 
settled on August 18th as the opening day 
(18 is a very lucky number I am told). With 

a date in mind we booked two wonderful 
performers Will Fern for that date. Con-
struction crawled along at what seemed 
to us a snail's pace as my landlord worked 
on his project of redoing the front of the 
building to make our theater ADA compli-
ant (handicap accessible).

For over a month, the only way we could 
get into the building was by scaling a 
ladder in front. The outside project which 
should have taken two weeks to complete 
is still not finished as I write this. Nothing 
we could do about it so we focused on 
getting the insides done. Periodically, the 
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building inspector was called out to inspect the work done before 
allowing us to continue and we passed every inspection with fly-
ing colors.

It was amazing to see the theater, lobby and magic shop begin 
to take shape. Rugs went down, paint went up and the day the 
truck came to deliver sixty brand new theater chairs (which had 
to be hand carried up ladders and into the space was a big day). 
Showcases and stock was ordered for the magic shop. A long time 
friend of ours Marc DeSouza lent us the many posters of all shape 
and sizes that we hung on the walls of the shop and theater.

We put up a new website just to handle selling tickets to the 
public (and less likely that they would poke around in the online 
magic shop). Every day that went by was bringing us closer to Aug. 
18th and it soon became clear to us all that the landlord would not 
have his project done in time (and some of our final details were 
also taking longer than expected).

The PR started to work, and Marty and I were on local radio, TV 
and newspaper and people started to find out about us. We had 
shows listed on the website through November, but no one was 
buying a ticket. Finally, my brother bought five seats in the first 
row and that broke the dam and tickets started to sell. We added 
magician and side show marvel (and one on Penn’s mentors) Doc 
Swan to the bill. The steps outside were finally completed and 
we could walk like men into the building. As each day went by it 
was obvious to me that we would not be done on the inside. The 

first show sold out and it is now days before the opening and we 
still had no lights and sound in the theater. Every visit brought 
something new; bathroom sinks and toilets went in, the doors to 
the shop and theater were installed, the drop ceiling in the magic 
shop went in.

The day before the 18th they started to install the sound and lights 
but didn’t finish. The handrail for the steps (one of the many build-
ing codes we had to adhere to) were not working out because of 
the unique design of this non-traditional theater and that was a 
big concern as the building inspector could fail us for that alone. 
Marty had a friend that he called in and within forty-eight hours 
he had fabricated and installed the handrails. It was coming down 
to the wire and our fear was that the landlord’s problems with the 
front would stop us from opening. As I lie in bed the night before 
Friday I was excited but also apprehensive… what if we had to 
cancel at the last minute?

Friday dawned and MArty and I were at the MAC early and saw 
them working hard on sound, lights and so many other proj-
ects. Marty and I were pricing and putting stock away when the 
building inspector showed up around 2 PM. We were on pins and 
needles as our general contractor showed the inspector around 
and explained our situation (that we had two sold out) shows 
this weekend with sixty people due to start arriving in five hours. 
Finally he agreed to let us open conditionally to do these shows 
and then he would grant us a thirty day extension to complete the 
rest of the items he wanted done. 

The seats in the front row (which allow for 
two handicapped seats) were finally in-
stalled and we got a quick tutorial on how 
to run the sound and lights (not finished 
but enough for the show). Marty and I had 
decided not to perform on the first show 
because we didn’t need the added stress 
and it turned out to be a wise move, as the 
Friday was one of the most stressful days of 
my life. The work stopped for the day, and 
as the crew was leaving out the back door, 
the ticket buying public started to come in 
the front door.

There were friends and family and lots of 
people we didn’t know. We brought in four 
demonstrators to work behind the counter 
and help usher people to their seats. A 
mini coloring book was the very first sale 
as people strolled around and looked at 
the many colorful posters that lined the 
walls of the lobby and shop. Will and Doc 
were in the green room getting ready as 
we opened the doors to the theater for the 
first time and people found and took their 
seats.

Finally it was showtime, and Marty and I 
thanked the crowd for coming and intro-
duced Will Fern and the Smoke & Mirrors 
Magic Theater was off and running. The 
show was tremendous with lots magic and 
laughs (Will’s trick with a blow up sex doll) 
and some great stunts (Doc walking across 
ten feet of broken glass with a lady from 
the audience on his back). The audience 
were appreciative and the first show was in 
the bag. At least 80 % of the people walked 
over to the Tavern on Pine (about 300 feet 
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“IT HAS BEEN A LONG HARD (AND EXPENSIVE) 
JOURNEY ... "

away) and ate and drank and reveled 
in the wonders that they had just 
witnessed.

We did it all again the next night 
and it went even better on Saturday 
night (and don’t you know that Doc 
picked my girlfriend to carry on his 
back for the glass walk). It has been 
a long, hard (and expensive) journey 
and every time I walk into the build-
ing I have to pinch myself as I am the 
co-owner of the Magical Arts Center 
and the Smoke & Mirrors Magic 
Theater. Today is Friday and we have 
a show tonight with Chris Capehart 
headlining and Marty and I opening 
up for him. Upcoming performers 
include; Peter Samelson, Rocco, Jon 
Stetson, Eric Jones, Garrett Thomas 
and too many more to list.

People are calling about Magic 
Classes, birthday parties and we 
have a private party booked for the 
Sunday. A new chapter in my life will 
start tonight and I for one can’t wait 
to see what happens next. If your life 
and travels takes you to the Phila-
delphia area, please stop by and see 
what a dream looks like made whole. 
I’ve got to run… it’s Showtime!

The theater is a custom-designed 
sixty seat magic theater, built in 
the European style, with the focus 
on perfect sight lines and sound 
for the audience and unmatched 
conditions for the performer. 
While these types of theaters are 
popping up in different cities in 
Europe, to the best of our knowl-
edge, this will be the first such 
theater in the US.  The theater will 
present shows for adults in the 
evenings and is also available for 
rentals for corporate and private 
events. We also have a second 
sixty seat theater called the Little 
Theater, where we will present 
family shows and birthday party 
shows.

The Magical Arts Center in 
Huntingdon Valley, PA, contains a 
magic theater, a brick and mortar 
magic shop, a magic school and 
eventually a séance room. It’s the 
brainchild of Marty Martin and 
Danny Archer. The two principles 
have over 60 years of combined 
experience in the world of magic, 
as creators, entertainers and ven-
dors. They are both acknowledged 
as experts in their field.

Garrett Thomas
Wednesday, September 20 / 7:30 PM

If you care about magic as an art, you 
must see Garrett Thomas; Motivational 
Speaker for Magicians. Why do you do 
what you do? Do you want to take it to 
the next level? Just spend some time 
with Garrett, and you will soon learn how 
to further your magic in simplicity, clar-
ity, and most importantly, how to evoke 
astonishment.

Nathan Kranzo
Friday, September 29 @ 8:00 PM
Saturday, September 30 @ 6:30 PM

Nathan Kranzo is a full time entertainer 
who has acquired a reputation for creat-
ing unique and original magic. Born 
and raised in Michigan Nathan honed 
his entertainment skills in the resorts of 
northern Michigan and then went on to 
tour the country mastering his craft.

Jason Ladanye
Friday, October 6 @ 8:00 PM
Saturday, October 7 @ 6:30PM

Jason Ladanye will be demonstrating how 
easy it is to win in Las Vegas if you have 
his skill set. He’ll show you what can be 
done with a deck of cards after a lifetime of 
studying sleight of hand. It will be a night 
of magic and crooked gambling demon-
strations that you’ll never forget.  

INTERCHANGEABLE MODULES NOW AVAILABLE
Easily convert your Signature Sketchpad Card
Rise to the Happy Birthday Card Rise and vice-
versa with our add-on modules.

THE ROSE PAD
Imagine... In full view the drawing of a black 
rose transforms - its petals slowly burstingrose transforms - its petals slowly bursting
into glorious color. The art, thus
changed, is handed  out as a
memorable magical gift.  

Watch the videos at vimeo.com/magikraft/videos
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93 WORLDCUP BUKRO 2GIL
MAPOGU SEOUL S.KOREA 
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 LOOK FOR THIS SIGN

COME IN!!
TEK MAGIC CHANNEL

Incheon Airport Line to Hongik Univ. Exit 3
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WITH ORIGINAL 
KOREAN PRODUCTS

TEK
MAGIC

DIAMOND JIM TYLER

FOUR COIN LINE UP

BAM
BAR BET

BET: Four coins must start lined up as in Figure 1. Then while ob-
serving the rules all four coins must line up in a row as in Figure 6.
 
 
THE RULES: Move only one coin at a time. When a coin stops it must 
be touching two other coins. A coin cannot be used to push another 
coin. Coins cannot be placed on top of one another. The task takes 
only four moves.
 
Following on the heels of the previous betcha most will accept 
your wager out of curiosity. All will be amazed when you open your 
hand to reveal a penny and a nickel since the dime has apparently 
vanished!

 
SECRET: In the magic industry there is a 
well-known gaffed coin effect called the 
"Dime and Penny." The dime literally nests 
inside of the penny. Half of a dime is af-
fixed to half of a penny and this piece nests 
and locks inside of a hollow penny shell. 
When the two pieces are locked together 
it looks like a normal penny. You can visit 
your favorite magic shop or visit my web-
site www.diamond-jim.com/bamboozlers 
to find this item.
 
I promise that owning the Dime and Penny 
magic trick will be more fun than having a 
cricket in your shorts!
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LOUIE FOXX 
COIN THRU 
HAND 
 EFFECT:  YOU PUSH A COIN THROUGH YOUR HAND.  STOPPING AT SEVERAL TIMES TO SHOW THE COIN 
HAS INCREMENTALLY PENETRATED YOUR HAND, BEFORE FINALLY GOING ALL THE WAY THROUGH YOUR 
HAND. 

Here’s a quick demo video of the trick: 

     https://youtu.be/j6Hrm0frB7o

Gimmick:  You will need a flipper coin (I used one 
made by Johnson Products), and a jeweler’s saw 
(http://amzn.to/2fhlhCD).  My coin’s flipper is on the 
tails side, and for the sake of these instructions I’m 
going to assume that you are using one that is tails as 
well.   

Take the insert of the flipper coin and cut the end 
where it would hinge to the rest of the coin into a 
straight line. Now cut the insert into two pieces.  Put 
the rubber band around these two pieces and set 
them inside the shell.  

Working:  Show the coin’s head side, then set it into 
your left hand in finger palm position with the tails 
side up.  Turn your left hand over and keep main part 
of the flipper coin in finger palm while letting the 
insert into your right hand.  Your left hand makes a 
loose fist, keeping the outer part of the coin hidden. 

Hold the tails side of the coin towards the audience 
hiding the missing third of the coin behind your 
fingers.  Rub the coin on the back of your left hand, 
and rotate it so the missing third of the coin is on the 
back of your left hand.  It should look like one third of 
the coin has gone into your hand.  

Keep rubbing it back and forth and let it fold into a 
right angle.  I put my right thumb across the back 

of the part of the coin that folded.  This improves your angles by 
hiding that part of the coin.  

For the final push into your hand, the fingers of your right hand 
extend and make a rubbing motion.  Under cover of the rubbing 
motion you fold the coin completely in half and then steel in with 
your right middle finger in a one finger palm (curl palm?). Lift your 
hand away to show the coin is gone. 

Now open your left hand to show the heads side of outer part of 
the flipper coin as the coin that’s just penetrated through your 
hand.  

Notes:  The idea for this came from messing with a coin in bottle 
coin.  After doing some research I found the use of folding coin 
for a Coin Thru Hand was published in Vol. 3 No. 12 of the Pabular 
(Aug 1977).  The trick was called Half Through by Dorion Sagan 
who credits Harry Anderson as showing him the basic concept of 
using the folding coin to show the coin penetrating the hand. 

If you want to make the steal of the coin easier you can coat the 
backside of the flipper insert with rubber cement.  When you 
collapse the coin it will stick shut and is slightly easier to palm.  
However, you’ll need to coat it every time you do the trick, which 
adds reset time.  

This is an early version of my marketed trick called Slowpoke, 
however the gimmick in that trick is very different as it allows you 
to let go of the coin while it’s penetrating your hand.  
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made by Johnson Products), and a jeweler’s saw 
(http://amzn.to/2fhlhCD).  My coin’s flipper is on the 
tails side, and for the sake of these instructions I’m 
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well.   
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Notes:  The idea for this came from messing with a coin in bottle 
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It’s a really big show … 

Murray Hatfield and Teresa produced their second 
huge show for Vancouver's PNE fair, – UNBELIEVABLE! 
A Magical Experience –  described as: "A world-class 

magical showcase not to be missed! Watch in amazement 
and witness grand illusions. Come and be thrilled as we 
present champions of magic featuring Chipper Lowell; 
Canada’s Master Illusionists Murray Hatfield and Teresa; 
Danny Cole; and Shawn Farquhar, World Champion of 
Magic! UNBELIEVABLE magic, comedy and breathtaking 
illusions." 

We went to the show on opening night and it certainly lived 
up to its name. 

To give you an idea of the shows massive scope, each 
night for just over two weeks, the cast performed for 

BY PAUL ROMHANY

approximately 10,000 people. And, yes, in a venue this 
massive the use of large video screens is a must. It was 
obvious from the start that Murray and Teresa truly know 
to produce a spectacular evenings magical entertainment

The show opened with cameras in the audience slowly 
focusing on a ‘guy’ and his girlfriend. A quote appeared on 
the large screen, "show us a trick," and he proceeded to do 
so … a simple effect which lead to a killer 'silk thru phone' 
routine that revealed the shows title: UNBELIEVABLE on 
his cell phones screen. A wonderful way to open the show 
which had the crowd cheering right from the get go. We 
find out later the 'guy' was magician Danny Cole and the 
‘girlfriend’ his wife Stacey. 

Throughout the evening Murray and Teresa performed an 
incredible variety of illusions, showing the depth of their 
vast experience. It ranged from 'twister and stretcher' 
style illusions presented in a funny segment about “hiring 
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an assistant” to one of my all time 
favorites designed by Greg Frewin, a 
modern take on the ‘sub-trunk’. The 
show  culminated with the entire cast 
being produced using "Things That 
Go Bump in the Night,” with a very 
nice twist that I must admit caught 
me off guard with the production of 
Danny and Stacey Cole. The crowd 
jumped to their feet. 

I honestly believe Murray and 
Teresa are one of the most polished 
illusion acts in the world today and 
it certainly comes through in their 
performance. As producers they 
magically handle huge events and 
present world class shows which rival 
anything you see in Vegas or major 
entertainment venues. They always 
bring something new to every show. 
This year they changed the format 
slightly, having the acts appear 
at various times throughout the 

evening, which kept the pace moving. 
Fifty minutes flew by, like magic, 
because you were kept in suspense 
watching what was happening while 
waiting on the edge of your seats for 
what would happen.

As stated earlier, the use of video 
screens was not only necessary for a 
venue of this size, but used beautifully 
to enable and enhance intimate 
performances. Shawn Farquhar 
presented his mesmerizing Shape of 
My Heart routine sitting amongst the 
audience. Watching him do this for 
10,000 people gave quite a chill up 
my spine, as everyone sat in perfect 
silence fully engaged. Later in the 
show Shawn presented his hilarious 
Topsy Turvy Bottle routine, the best 
routine I've seen of this type. He 
followed with the Dancing Hanky in 
bottle using a child from the audience. 
The crowd loved Shawn, who, in 
my opinion, was perfectly placed 
throughout the show.

"A TRULY MAGICAL EXPERIENCE WITH AUDIENCES 
OF 10,000 PEOPLE EVERY NIGHT."
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For me, the highlight was Chipper Lowell. It was obvious as 
soon as he walked out on stage … here was Mr. Personality. 
Chipper had the audience standing up, laughing, cheering 
and clapping throughout the entire set. His comedy was 
hilarious which catches us off guard and makes his magic 
that much stronger. One of my favorite routines was his 
production of a bowling ball … from a water melon, which 
involved the entire audience choosing an item from a large 
list of things “you might have in the back of your car." If 
anyone can entertain an audience of this size it definitely is 

Chipper Lowell. Every time Chipper appeared on stage 
you had to smile and laugh - he has an infectious 
quality. The audience loved him verified by the huge 
applause at the end. A quick final Chipper note: I think 
his throwing a ventriloquist puppet off stage is one of 
the funniest bits of business I've ever seen.  

Danny Cole performed his incredible, original act. I 
love seeing his Matrix style suspension which played 
terrifically for this crowd. The highly visual material 
such as his color change costume worked beautifully, 

however, some of the smaller parts were a little lost in the 
venue, even with the projection screens, including his cut 
and restored cord which was difficult to follow because of 
the lighting and/or the color of the cord. Stacey was fantastic 
with her acting and expressions … helping to smooth over 
the hard to follow moments.

Overall this was a wonderful, high energy show. Murray and 
Teresa understand how to take an audience on a journey, 
and I would say, given the humongous venue they nailed 
every aspect and produced a stellar show which had people 
walking away loving magic. 

Last year when I reviewed them Murray told me it was 
a one off event because the PNE Fair never hires an act 
twice. However, the positive response from last year was 
so massive that management could not ignore it and 
brought them back for another year. 

After seeing this years show I hope they become a regular 
feature of this yearly event. Murray and Teresa are truly 
grateful the PNE has discovered their talents both as 
performers and producers. Fingers crossed we get to see 
a new show in 2018 at the Vancouver PNE featuring this 
amazing husband and wife team.
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BY BOB ABDOU

ventriloquist

My name is Bob Abdou and I’m a ventriloquist. I’m also a puppeteer. I live in both 
worlds – the world of strings, hands, rods, and fine artistic expression and the world 
of dummies, lip control and funny jokes. To the outside world, puppeteers and 
ventriloquists do the same thing: we both make inanimate objects come to life. But to 
those of us in the field, there is a world of difference

ALLIED ARTS

Some years ago the Puppeteers 
of America asked me to promote 
their national festival in Atlanta 
to the ventriloquist community. I 

couldn’t do it. Why? The Puppeteers festival 
was scheduled on the same week as the 
Ventriloquist convention in Ft. Mitchell 
Kentucky!  I wish I could attend both. I live 
in both worlds, but I have to admit that my 
heart is in the world of dummies, lip control 
and funny jokes.

 

As the current consultant for ventriloquism 
to the Puppeteers of America, I wanted to 
write this article to tell you about some 
of the differences that I have noticed 
between puppeteers and ventriloquists.  I 
want to reveal what’s in the mind of the 
ventriloquist and to let you all know that— 
even though we might seem “in-your-
face”—we’re okay people.

 

I’ll share just a couple of things I’ve 
observed being a part of the ventriloquist 
community for the last 24 years. There are 
always exceptions to the rules, and keep 
in mind that these opinions are mine and 
the thoughts reflected in this article do 
not necessarily reflect the views or beliefs 
of all ventriloquists or the ventriloquist 

community at large. With the legal 
disclaimers over, let’s begin.

TesTing: One, TwO, Three

Ventriloquists are hams. 

Give a ventriloquist a puppet and they will 
perform. A vent (we call ourselves “vents”) 
without a puppet might be quiet or even 
introverted, but given the opportunity and 
an audience (anyone with a pulse), any time 
is a good time for a show. Whether they’re 
in a restaurant, hotel lobby or doctor’s 
office, the show could go on. I know a vent 
that was thinking about performing at a 
funeral, and would have if we didn't tell her 
to reconsider!

 

 I’ve found the opposite is true for 
puppeteers. Puppeteers tend to be more 
reserved when it comes to performing. It 
has to be the right time and the right place, 
especially if a show needs a stage set up 
and lighting.

 

I will never forget my first experience at 
a special puppet festival at the Center for 
Puppetry Arts

in Atlanta. I was walking around with one of 
my puppets, chit-chatting with the crowd. 
This is a very, very common occurrence at 
a ventriloquist convention, but no one else 
was doing it at the puppet festival. I asked 
another puppeteer where everyone else’s 
puppet was. He told me that for the most 
part, puppet shows are theme-driven and 
need a stage so puppet people don’t walk 
around performing willy-nilly.

Wow, that hit me like a ton of twelve-inch 
foam!

 

As ventriloquists, we love showing off our 
puppets and our skills, and we love to 
make people laugh without a stage, no 
matter where, no matter when. Puppeteers 
are more structured when it comes to 
performing. They show off their puppets, 
skills and create laughter at the proper 
place and the proper time.

 

MeeT yOur Maker

 When two or more vents meet 
and talk about our "dummy" partners, the 
first question we ask is "Who made it?” For 
the most part, ventriloquists do not make 
their own dummies. There are two distinct 

 TO BE OR NOT TO BE
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As ventriloquists, we 
love showing off our 
puppets and our skills, 
and we love to make 
people laugh without a 
stage ... "
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groups: performers and makers. We have separate roles, but we 
go to the same conventions and we know each other well. Now 
with the internet, there seems to be more vents making their 
own dummies, but this is not yet the norm. If it is a traditional 
dummy with a control stick, we can almost guess the maker by 
their certain look: Marshall, Turner, Brown, Coats, Boley, Spencer, 
Robinson, Maher (the list goes on and on)…these are names that 
are part of most ventriloquist’s conversations. 

The figure makers depend on the performers to use their 
creations and the performers depend on the figure makers for 
their partners.  And if a dummy breaks, we have to send it back to 
certain figure makers for repair. 

 

On the other hand, most puppeteers make their own puppets. 
The creation of the puppets and the stage, lavish costumes, 
lighting, sound and effects is almost part of the performance. The 
performance is the last step: they design, sculpt, mold, sand, sew, 
glue, solder, drill, paint, then perform.

Shut Your Mouth

 Want to drive a ventriloquist crazy?  Give them a puppet 
without a moving mouth. There are exceptions—some famous 
ventriloquist have acts with puppets whose mouths didn’t move, 
but most need that moving mouth. A ventriloquist’s act is mostly 
done in dialogue, with the vent and the dummy in full view of 

the audience. The vent is one of the characters on stage and the 
dummy is the other.  Since the vent talks for the dummy, the 
moving mouth increases the illusion that the dummy is alive. The 
moving mouth and manipulation moves the viewer’s attention 
to the dummy. Puppeteers are usually out of sight during their 
performances so it’s not as important.

 

Read My Lips

 I confess, when I saw parts of the Broadway show 
"Avenue Q" I was confused and found it hard to focus on the show.  
It wasn’t just because there were half-body puppets floating in the 
air or because you could see the puppeteers (who weren’t really 
characters in the show.) I was distracted because the puppeteers 
lips were moving a lot! One of the illusions of ventriloquism is 
lip control or talking without moving your lips. Some don’t do it 
perfectly, but all vents will at least make the effort to control their 
movement somewhat. 

Okay, Edgar Bergen moved his lips a lot, but all the time he spent 
on radio took its toll. (Incidentally, at the end of his career, Edgar 
Bergen was performing in Las Vegas and a heckler said to him 
"Hey, you're lips are moving, Paul Winchell's lips don't move!” 
Bergen replied "Yeah, but Paul Winchell doesn't have millions 
in the bank!”) Bergen said that he wanted the millions listening 
on the radio to be able to understand him clearly, rather than 
impress the 100 sitting in the studio. In the vent world, the debate 
goes on. Is it more important to have perfect lip control or to 

90 VANISH Magazine      www.VanishMagazine.com

be entertaining?  Can a ventriloquist still be a ventriloquist 
without lip control? I’m sure this is not a debate in the world of 
puppeteers. 

 

Solo Act

 Puppeteers are more open to a wider variety of 
puppets than ventriloquists. Puppeteers don’t just stick with 
hand/glove puppets  — they use marionettes, body puppets, 
shadow puppets, object puppets, etc. Vents are more focused 
only on ventriloquism — using either hard dummies or 
soft puppets. One year, at the ventriloquist convention, a 
professional marionette company performed. It was an excellent 
show, but a lot of people in the audience just didn’t get it. They 
just couldn’t think outside the ventriloquist box. 

 

I’ve noticed that when a puppet show comes to town, other 
puppeteers attend the show, help with production, or volunteer 
their time to promote the show. Ventriloquists come from a 
tradition of one performer, one suit case, and one dummy. 
Vents are more solitary performers – a one man or woman act. 
That’s one important thing I appreciate about puppeteers, the 
comradery.  When I hang out with puppeteers (and magicians, 
clowns and mimes) I learn about becoming a better performer, 
not just a better ventriloquist.

 

Ventriloquist or Puppeteer

 Let it be known: ventriloquists are puppeteers. For 
some reason, certain ventriloquists don’t want to be known 
as puppeteers (it’s worked well for me – my stage name is “Mr. 
Puppet”!) but if entertainment had to be listed alphabetically, 
vents would be at the bottom of the list just above walkers (stilt), 
xylophone players, yodelers and zoo animals! Puppeteer would 
be way above any of that. That’s a good enough reason for me!

 As I said before, to the outside world, both vents 
and puppeteers do the same thing: we make inanimate 
objects come to life. Maybe one day we can join together at a 
convention — not just at the same time, but in the same place! 
Vents with their dummies and puppeteers with their puppets 
and an empty stage for all of us to perform. Now that would be 
one awesome “open-mic/potpourri”!  
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without a moving mouth. There are exceptions—some famous 
ventriloquist have acts with puppets whose mouths didn’t move, 
but most need that moving mouth. A ventriloquist’s act is mostly 
done in dialogue, with the vent and the dummy in full view of 

the audience. The vent is one of the characters on stage and the 
dummy is the other.  Since the vent talks for the dummy, the 
moving mouth increases the illusion that the dummy is alive. The 
moving mouth and manipulation moves the viewer’s attention 
to the dummy. Puppeteers are usually out of sight during their 
performances so it’s not as important.

 

Read My Lips

 I confess, when I saw parts of the Broadway show 
"Avenue Q" I was confused and found it hard to focus on the show.  
It wasn’t just because there were half-body puppets floating in the 
air or because you could see the puppeteers (who weren’t really 
characters in the show.) I was distracted because the puppeteers 
lips were moving a lot! One of the illusions of ventriloquism is 
lip control or talking without moving your lips. Some don’t do it 
perfectly, but all vents will at least make the effort to control their 
movement somewhat. 

Okay, Edgar Bergen moved his lips a lot, but all the time he spent 
on radio took its toll. (Incidentally, at the end of his career, Edgar 
Bergen was performing in Las Vegas and a heckler said to him 
"Hey, you're lips are moving, Paul Winchell's lips don't move!” 
Bergen replied "Yeah, but Paul Winchell doesn't have millions 
in the bank!”) Bergen said that he wanted the millions listening 
on the radio to be able to understand him clearly, rather than 
impress the 100 sitting in the studio. In the vent world, the debate 
goes on. Is it more important to have perfect lip control or to 
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be entertaining?  Can a ventriloquist still be a ventriloquist 
without lip control? I’m sure this is not a debate in the world of 
puppeteers. 

 

Solo Act

 Puppeteers are more open to a wider variety of 
puppets than ventriloquists. Puppeteers don’t just stick with 
hand/glove puppets  — they use marionettes, body puppets, 
shadow puppets, object puppets, etc. Vents are more focused 
only on ventriloquism — using either hard dummies or 
soft puppets. One year, at the ventriloquist convention, a 
professional marionette company performed. It was an excellent 
show, but a lot of people in the audience just didn’t get it. They 
just couldn’t think outside the ventriloquist box. 

 

I’ve noticed that when a puppet show comes to town, other 
puppeteers attend the show, help with production, or volunteer 
their time to promote the show. Ventriloquists come from a 
tradition of one performer, one suit case, and one dummy. 
Vents are more solitary performers – a one man or woman act. 
That’s one important thing I appreciate about puppeteers, the 
comradery.  When I hang out with puppeteers (and magicians, 
clowns and mimes) I learn about becoming a better performer, 
not just a better ventriloquist.

 

Ventriloquist or Puppeteer

 Let it be known: ventriloquists are puppeteers. For 
some reason, certain ventriloquists don’t want to be known 
as puppeteers (it’s worked well for me – my stage name is “Mr. 
Puppet”!) but if entertainment had to be listed alphabetically, 
vents would be at the bottom of the list just above walkers (stilt), 
xylophone players, yodelers and zoo animals! Puppeteer would 
be way above any of that. That’s a good enough reason for me!

 As I said before, to the outside world, both vents 
and puppeteers do the same thing: we make inanimate 
objects come to life. Maybe one day we can join together at a 
convention — not just at the same time, but in the same place! 
Vents with their dummies and puppeteers with their puppets 
and an empty stage for all of us to perform. Now that would be 
one awesome “open-mic/potpourri”!  
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experience, while reputable 
builders have no problem 
signing an NDA, this type of 
formality is not necessary, 
as the loss of reputation 
they would suffer should 
they share proprietary ideas 
with other clients is not 
worth it to them.

Question #4: 
Am I willing to keep an 
open mind?
During a recent visit with 
Thom Rubino, one of Las 
Vegas’ premier illusion 
builders whom I have 
worked with on a number 
of occasions, I asked Thom 
if there was one thing he 
hoped new clients would 
do when they come to 
him with an idea. Without 
hesitation, Thom looked at 
me and said, “Doug. Don’t 
bother me when I’m work-
ing the table saw!” 

Later over lunch Thom said, 
in answer to my question, 
that he hoped magicians 
would keep an open mind 
when they come to him 
with their ideas. Thom, who 
has created a presentation 
for magicians called, “From 
Concept to Completion”, 
went on to explain that 
on the journey from a 
drawing---often on a paper 
napkin---to a finished prop, 
an illusion idea will typically 
change a number of times, 

and magicians need to be 
open to this evolution-
ary process. Having seen 
Thom’s process of illusion 
creation in action on a 
number of occasions I can 
honestly say that, in every 
instance, the finished prod-
uct has greatly exceeded 
the expectations of both 
me and my clients.

Question #5: 
If you build it will they 
come?
As a hard working magician 
it’s only natural to want to 
have something unique 
in your show---something 
that sets your show apart 
from the rest. But if you’re 
thinking that just having 
that prop built and plopped 
into your show will guar-
antee larger crowds and 
better bookings, you need 
to think again. 

You are the star of your 
show---the one truly 
unique ingredient. 
And it should be you that 
your audiences come to 
see. So what it comes down 
to with your new illusion-
--what it has always come 
down to---is pairing that 
prop with a unique and en-
gaging presentation. If you 
don’t put presentation over 
props, your show will ba-
sically consist of a series of 
puzzles, and you will have 

nothing truly special to offer 
audiences and booking 
agents. And eventually, just 
like the sun did on 8-21-
2017, your show will slowly 
vanish. Only that disappear-
ing act will be permanent. 

END
For more information about 
building and or scripting 
the right presentation for 
your dream illusion, feel free 
to contact Doug at: Doug-
bennettmagic@gmail.com
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NURTURING THE OTHER 
YOUNG MAGICIANS

While many young magicians attend 
the well established magic camps 
such as Sorcerer’s Safari or Tannen’s, 
a great number of young people get 
their first taste of magic in summer 
camps that offer a wide range of 
activities.

Bill KNotty's Magic Class

Shadow Box

Hoop Globe

SUMMER CAMP

Greg Ladret
98 VANISH Magazine      www.VanishMagazine.com

“

Some of these camps offer a few classes in magic taught by visiting 
magicians, while others employ professional magicians and run full magic 
departments. One such camp is The Sports and Arts Center at Island Lake 
in Wayne County PA. Island Lake Camp (ILC) has run a Magic program 
continuously for the 31 year existence of the camp. Over the past 19 
years some combination of professional magicians William (Bill) Jackson, 
Clinton W. Gray and Greg Ladret, along with an assortment of counselor/
magicians from the US, Canada, UK, South Africa, the Netherlands and 
Israel have carried on that tradition and continued to build the program 
and the physical structure of the department. In addition to amassing an 
encyclopedic knowledge of Magic, Department Head, Bill Jackson brings 
with him many years of teaching experience honed in the California 
school system.

 

The sign above the door says Magic. From the outside this 900 square foot 
red trimmed, beige building looks very much like the rest of the buildings 
at ILC; however, from the moment you step through the front door and 
are met by a large painting of a giant rabbit pulling a magician out of a 
hat, you know that this place is magical. There are walls that are doors and 
doors that are walls. The walls on each side of the entry way are covered 
in a photo gallery of magicians, and poster collages paying tribute to 
many of the magicians who have worked here and young campers such 
as Adam Robbins, Adam Kerchman, Seth Rovner, Kevin Hejducek, and 
the Almost Amazing James Harvey who have gone on to be working 
magicians. To the right of the entrance is the Illusion room which is the 
storage area for large props, materials for building new props and many 
well labelled boxes holding small props used in various routines. To the 
left of the entrance is the Card room which is decorated with an array of 
cards in variety of sizes, from miniature to gigantic. Hidden in plain site 
in one wall that is covered in poker size cards, signed by many present 
and former young magicians, is the card cabinet. The Nine of Diamonds 
(in a subtle tribute to Martin Nash) is the key to opening this cabinet. 

Inside the 

sword box

 PPerforming the Flying Carpet Illusion

The road to camp

Learning card 

tricks at camp

 From the moment you step through 
the front door and are met by a large 
painting of a giant rabbit pulling a 
magician out of a hat, you know that 
this place is magical."
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Don’t get me wrong, this is no “Magic Castle”, this is a rustic camp 
building which with its unfinished walls, 17 years ago presented great 
opportunities in allowing the construction of some of the more fun 
aspects of the building.  Greg likes to build, so when not working on 
new illusions or restoring old props, he gets the urge to start cutting 
holes in floors and walls, making secret or unexpected doorways and 
passageways. 

 

Past the painting of the giant rabbit is the main room, which at 
times is class room, lecture hall, prop construction site, rehearsal hall, 
meeting area and theatre. For show times on its 6’x12’ stage, the main 
room can seat about 85. The floor area of the main room is the same 
size as the stage of the camp’s 800 seat theatre, so when an act such 
as “Don Wayne’s Floating Ball”, “Metamorphoses”, or “Shadow Box” 
requires the full stage area and timing is critical to being comfortable 
with moving in that larger space, the room becomes the stage 
and the small stage becomes the audience area. To stage left is a 
classroom/Library.  Over the years the instructors have compiled an 
impressive collection of books and videos to the point that it became 
evident that a library was needed to properly display these items. For 
those young magicians wishing to search materials for a new routine, 
or expand on what is being taught in the classes, the information can 
be found here. When shows are presented in the magic building the 
hidden doors serve a practical use, connecting the card room, office 
and library to create a large back stage area for the performers, and 
easy access to either side of the audience.

 

After using up all the floor space for stage, classrooms, office and 
prop room, the high ceiling with open rafters provided an excellent 
opportunity for expansion upward, so Clinton scrounged up an old 
staircase which Greg rebuilt to fit the space and up we went. The 
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“ One of the most 
popular classes is 
“Outside the Magic 
Box”

rafters now hold an array of catwalks and storage platforms where many of the 
small magic treasures have found a new home. With due diligence, “inspired” by 
Clinton, this storage space gets a thorough junking out every few years.

 

From humble beginnings in a building that one of the camp directors described 
as a converted storage shed beside the office, to a small building at the back of 
the theatre, to the present Magic building, the Magic Program has continued to 
develop and evolve.

 

The magic department at Island Lake boasts an impressive line up of former 
instructors, including Brian Brushwood, Adam Williamson, Simon Lovell, Mitch 
Williams, Trevor Waters, Joe Coover, Marcus Eddie, Gary Savard, George Galanos, 
and Brad Henderson who was instrumental in much of the early development 
and expansion of the magic program. Through his connections in the Magic 
world Brad was able to attract guest magicians such as, Jeff McBride, Craig Petty, 
Adam Rubin, Steve Scott, Mark Miller, and Darren Rose.

 

With such a variety of regular staff and guest instructors the programs of the ILC 
Magic Department have benefited from many sources, directly or indirectly, such 
as Mitch Williams bringing with him his experiences from his years at the Magic 
Castle, and his training at the Chevez School of Magic. Several of the instructors 
have had backgrounds in theatre, or in sports, and have used those interests to 
help shape the magic programs.

 

Being three hours from New York City we do not get a lot of people just 
dropping by; however, the magicians who have visited have been both 
pleasantly surprised by teh magic program, and greatly appreciated by campers 
and staff.

 

The young magician/campers are exposed to and given the opportunity to 
learn a variety of magic including a wide range of close-up, coins, cards, crafts, 
illusions, cabaret, street magic, stage, mentalism, escapes, and allied arts such as 
Ventriloquism.  When families and perspective new campers come for a tour, and 
happen to stop by during an escapes class, it is great fun to see the expressions 
on their faces, seeing twenty or thirty campers restrained in various apparatus 
including ropes, chains, straight jackets, shackles, manacles, and stocks. The 
card classes tend to be the most popular, followed closely by the stage show 
classes, with a large group of aspiring young magicians hoping to take the 
stage and strut their stuff.  Many of the theatrically inclined campers hone their 
performance skills in the theatre department and then apply those skills to their 
presentation of Magic.

 

Working on the premise that the mechanics of magic is problem solving, one 
of the most popular classes is “Outside the Magic Box”:  Making use of lateral 
thinking puzzles, young magicians are encouraged to open their minds to a 
multitude of possibilities in solving magic problems, thinking outside the box.

 

As wonderful as it is for an instructor, teacher or coach in any field to find even 
one ridiculously gifted student, it is continually gratifying to know that learning 
magic at a camp like ILC has played a part in the personal development of many 
young individuals, as they evolve from shy kids to confident young adults.
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All the classic works of the great master of magic, 
Robert-Houdin, under one cover, lavishly illustrated 
with hundreds of beautiful prints, engravings, and 
photos. Robert-Houdin (1805-1871) revolutionized 
the art of magic with his incredible stage mysteries 

and lifelike automata, and he thankfully left a 
number of books recording his philosophy and 

techniques. In Essential Robert-Houdin, you'll find:techniques. In Essential Robert-Houdin, you'll find:
The Secrets of Conjuring and Magic:

Considered one of the finest magic books ever, 
featuring coin sleights and effects; card techniques 

including palming, false shuffles, cuts, and 
stacked-deck work, with twenty card effects; Cups 

and Balls methods and routines; stage effects 
including the Linking Rings, and Robert-Houdin's 

performance theories and essays on gimmicks, 
stagecraft, and psychology.stagecraft, and psychology.

Card-Sharping Exposed:
Robert-Houdin's pioneering work on card handling, 

with dozens of card techniques and routines. The 
Secrets of Stage Conjuring: A dozen great stage 

pieces plus the inside techniques of Robert-Houdin's 
theatre and optical theories.

The Memoirs of Robert-Houdin:
The most complete version of Robert-Houdin's 
wonderful autobiography ever published, with 

material previously omitted from earlier editions. 
You can now enjoy the complete work that 

Robert-Houdin envisioned.
The Priory:

The unbelievable secrets of Robert-Houdin's The unbelievable secrets of Robert-Houdin's 
automated house, with remote-control gates and 

automatic timers.
Plus selections from Robert-Houdin's 

never-before-translated scientific writings, a 
complete bibliography, and full index.

Pages 664 - Hardbound
Over 350 illustrationsOver 350 illustrations

(Regular $100)
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BY BEN ROBINSON

PROLOGUE:

His death—unstoppable. The train arrived at 
that station. He knew it. We all did.

Jon lived on the edge and sometimes forgot 
which world he lived in. A video-visionary. 
A computer wiz. I knew Jon for just over 
twenty years. We did a lot of work together. 
He was a hard guy to work with, but an easy 
man to like...most of the time. When he died, 
several people contacted me telling me I 
was one of his “favorite friends.” Jon had a 
few quirks, putting it politely. He drank...
there...I said it. And while I was a junkie 
for his talent, I also almost got into a real 
fistfight with him one night, with my wife 
restraining me. He could be as frustrating 
as someone dropping ink on a new white 
dress. And, his talent was equally delightful. 
He was a stalwart believer in what he did, 
even if it was brokering other talent as his 
own. Jon had his contradictions. 

We once double dated. Me and my wife 
who knew him from Seattle, and Jon with 
a bodacious blonde producer I’d worked 

with. We all decided, no cell phones, nothing 
electronic at the dinner. It was fun, but in 
1997 I thought both video techies might 
pass out without touching something that 
ran on batteries. But those were great times; 
themed doubled dating. Really fun. We 
worked clubs, theatres, outdoors, indoors, 
festivals and he went on to stadiums.  His 
company name HPX stood for High Point 
Presents.

Not one of those Dear Jon letters . . .

I miss you Jon. I miss the good times. You 
introduced me to so much. Most of it 
un-publishable. But knowing of Terence 
McKenna is a great gift. To have worked with 
him and sharing his last lecture with me is 
something more powerful than all the s*%t 
you pulled that caused chaos. Will I ever 
forgive you for letting the cab go before I 
retrieved my costume for the gig, including 
a shirt Diane Keaton bought for me?

I loved the nights it worked. Gigging at MOE 
in Capitol Hill and then eating at Minnie’s 
was a thrill for the crew. But, to this New 

Yorker it was the middle of the day and 
I was not so impressed with the potato 
pancakes at 2am. I thought, “You should see 
Veselka on 9th Street.” And you did. Because 
I took you there three years later. I enjoyed 
showing you my club in SoHo and getting 
Chinese food in Chinatown at 4am. It was 
an interesting lesson in “flash shows” years 
before they were popular to be whisked 
into the Bowery Ballroom on your intel. Our 
sax playing cab driver could not believe he 
was hearing about you casually hanging out 
with David Sanborn and Sting. Impressing a 
New York cabbie? You had no idea how hard 
you scored.

After once crashing at my crib—for perhaps 
too long—you exclaimed in amazement 
that I had a place that served gorgeous food 
24/7 a short distance from my home. You 
remarked, “You mean you can get anything 
you want at any time of day blocks away?” 
Jon was buying a custom sandwich of 
fresh vegetables at 5am. He was impressed 
New York met his demand before an early 
morning flight to Denver to work with the 
Jane’s Addiction at a Mile High Concert. I 
enjoyed doing magic for Perry Farrell and all 

ELEGY TO JON DIX (1968—2016)
ONE YEAR LATER
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of the others including Downey Jr. who crashed on 
the backstage couch at MOE (in Seattle) during his 
filming US Marshals “up Canada way.” Jon brokered 
talent as his own because he gave talent a home. 
When I got to Seattle shortly after Kurt Cobain 86ed 
himself, Big Dave, one of Jon’s HPX.net crew, said, 
not so sarcastically, to Jon, of me, “Great. Another 
genius for you to clean up after.” For years you were 
the Video Director for the Virgin Music Festival. I 
always was impressed with what bounty befell you 
after. Especially when you sent me pictures of fish 
you caught, seemingly on another planet in a simple 
rowboat.

The gripe over BC bud being bullshit, and you Jon 
possessed and claimed “the real shit that killed Elvis,” 
still makes me laugh hard. When I told you that “P. 
Diddy” was in the house, you replied, “Dude, you are 
showing your lameness. It’s just ‘Diddy.’ ” You cracked 
me up even if I did not always understand you.

 

Dope on Dope

So many adventures: With Radiohead playing at that 
“hall in New York, what do they call it, the Garden?” 
you quaintly asked. And then the after-party was 
dope. Dope on dope. I met one of the models (who’d 
been making out with your ex-wife) at an audition 
when I regained consciousness about a week later. 
She blushed seeing me there. And that ex-wife of 

He was a bottle of Absinthe 
that fell off the shelf too early. 
A psychedelic explosion that 
won’t be forgotten. He was 
hills and valleys. Swirling, 
commingling opposites — a 
mere six letters that spelled 
“punch.”"

“

Ben Robinson with Jon
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You and I broke 
barriers 

together. 
Some of the 

stuff we did on 
stage has still 

never been 
duplicated now 

twenty years 
later. We were 

so far ahead of 
our time that 
the audience 
still has not 

caught up"

yours contacted me after your death. You 
remember her, the one who turned States’ 
evidence calling herself a victim that me 
and my wife refuted on impressive big 
name stationary? Saved your skinny ass 
so you could go on tour and have Thom 
and the Greenwoods pay your bill on that 
drug conviction. (Your exact words were, 
“my lawyer said that letter turned out to 
be pivotal for the commutation of my 
sentence.”) Your great talent to hack was 
also your undoing when your gift did not 
elude you, but your common sense did. 
Never caught? I beg to differ. Wasn’t your 
fault? C’mmon man, man up...and you 
did.  I’m glad I supported you through the 
hard times. Your Jon-speak was charming, 
“I gotta get jammin’ on those fire walls.” 
Translation: legal defense was serious.

When you were left alone in the center 
of Tokyo and had to find your way back 
to the outlaying hotel must have been 
difficult. But you handled the initiation to 
see if you could indeed play the world with 
Radiohead. And you did. I am honored you 
wore the special magic ring I gave you on 
the ID credentials, that were always around 
your neck whether you were playing 
Jerusalem, San Francisco or Singapore. 
Avant-garde rock’n roll honored the bold 
step we both took with my art. Thank you 
for including my atavistic presence. It was 

felt; I know that part of me went with you on 
the 2003 Radiohead World Tour. 

When I bounced on the 20-week contract 
we had, calling it a day after 10, you picked 
up my gear in your truck and stored it at 
HPX HQ. I felt the love of the tribe that I had 
been accepted with my wacky rock circus in 
the wilds of Seattle. Those were great days 
in 1995-1997. I even liked walking eight 
miles home in the rain in the middle of the 
night. One friend called me a “burly rock’n 
roller.” I believed in our work, and had others 
not dropped the ball, we might have given 
our competition a run for the money—or 
maybe not. To us, art was never about the 
competition that is encouraged today. In a 
way Jon, you went out with Prince and Bowie; 
oddly appropriate. Cool disappeared the 
year before a new show opened in America 
called Evil Live. Perhaps you, Dimitri, Paul 
Daniels, Bowie and Prince are all up in Heaven 
throwing down sonic, graphic wizardry to 
inspire our tribe? Or, were you just always 
so far or slightly ahead that you saw disaster 
coming and you just said, “Ciao to this noise. 
I’m gonna split” ? 

Barriers Broken

You and I broke barriers together. Some of 
the stuff we did on stage has still never been 
duplicated now twenty years later. We were 

A double date
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so far ahead of our time that the audience 
still has not caught up. Will they ever? 
Maybe one has to work as hard as we did to 
understand what we did?

Jon, the last time I saw you in 2013 I knew 
was the last time I would ever see you. In 5 
days we went to 3 restaurants, 11 parks, 2 
films in theatres and took maybe as many as 
30 subway rides. Did I mention the 15 bars?  
I gave you a biggest best time (and good-
bye) because I turned the other cheek when 
you shanked on a major production of mine 
that cost me pretty. Asking to sleep with my 
lead assistant as a condition of your contract 
was perhaps too droll a joke that presaged 
you making me have to fire a friend. A first 
for me. I hated the whole situation. But 
having to deliver three ninety-minute shows 
in twenty-seven hours was a very serious 
assignment. You should have been there 
Jon. Sir Paul was. He dug the show. Just six 
years earlier the cute Beatle moved and 
swayed next to our section as he enjoyed 
a bit of champagne with Drew Barrymore 
watching Radiohead blow away The Garden, 
(October, 2003). Among the 64,000 strong, I 
am sure Paul McCartney dug your work too. 
And for this Jon we both touched a sliver of 
greatness (as this society sees it). Hell, before 
one Beatle dug our work, we dug our work 
and laughed until we passed out.....many 
...many  times. To me, it’s more important I 
met and rolled with you. Where you rolling 
tonight, man? Where?

That was your doing to get Thom Yorke to sign off on our seats as VIPs. So cool! Jon, if 
you’d lived you’d have seen the 64-projector idea creating a live action “dream collage” 
as a vid background in the current tour. It only took fourteen years to get the budget 
to do it. You were right. You needed to “gain their trust first.” Smart move. It finally 
happened. I’m glad one year after your bodily exit I can tell you it finally happened. It is 
magical. We were right.

From 2013, those were your last three years before that heart attack claimed you after 
the ride downward began. Did you remember (or care) that you’d only been invited 
for three days, not five? In the cab going to LaGuardia at 6am, you stuck your head and 
torso out of the window and looked back at me as your chariot drove you off. You gave 
me the peace sign and I laughed at your Keatonesque figure drifting off into the early 
morning twilight. The conquering hobo on the run, just one last time. Thanks for that 
final picture my friend. It eases my pain.

Ben Robinson performing at Radiohead after-party after Radiohead's 
sold out show at Madison Square Garden.
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I can’t comment on your end Jon. I want 
to only think of what we did, what made 
us laugh, how bad and naughty we were 
together, what art we created and what 
the goal always was—that our audience 
transcend, to new realities. Bring back the 
knowledge from Plato’s cave and spread 
goodness—well, that was the idea.

One time that Platonic quest got us locked 
out between floors in downtown Seattle late 
at night. Remember we had to throw our keys 
to a stranger to rescue us. Luckily she liked 
what we had to share with her. An opium 
liquescent night!

It was always going to be alright. I appreciate 
your final words to me. “I still believe this is 
only a dream.” That Nebraska optimism! Your 
brother’s wasabi farm—no boundaries for 
the Dix brothers. That meal of peppered tuna  
served gratis to your celebrity I shall truly 
never forget. Thank you.

What club are you playing tonight Jon?? You 
brought me to The Fenix in Seattle after I 
had a heart attack. That was real friendship, 
and, resurrection. And a long day of flying, 
performing and driving, but it was worth it. 
Thank you.

Rick, the Fenix owner with a beard that could 
cut titanium, said after I gave him the skinny, 
“Give him anything he wants. He’s a pro.” Hot 
stuff. One take, we got the footage. Thank 
you.

Your cry at times of stress was “stand and 
deliver.” I’m only sorry that the show at 
Horace Mann did not include your best. I 

know it was big for you to admit that to me.  
Jon, at the end, it was hard getting through 
to you sometimes. Only after that gig in a 3M 
theatre with an elevator in the stage did you 
begin to take it seriously and stop bitching 
about the early morning call. Leaving before 
load out to go sightseeing didn’t win you 
any fans from those who expected your 
participation moving your gear! 

The Yahoo show where we made three of 
me appear doing the same dance out of the 
same body at the same time; thaumaturgy. 
We bore Shiva live and they did not know 
how we did it right in front of their faces. 
When they wanted an encore we both 
instinctively said they’d have to pay for it, 
given the current “gate.” I loved we thought 
the same way. It was like reading each 
other’s minds. We truly created multi-media 
magic live before audiences the world over. 
Lovable rogue, that is your legacy.

I guess we’ll both go out on that. 

 

Jon Dix was Radiohead’s video Director in 2003.
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PAUL ROMHANY & FRIENDS

If you would like to have your product reviewed 
in Vanish, then post it to the Magic Review team.

With an audience of over 100,000 readers your 
product will reach a wider audience than any 
other trade magazine. 

NOTE: We get sent A LOT of magic to review and 
ONLY CHOOSE the products we feel deserve the 
space. Not ALL products will make the review 
column.

Vanish Magazine- Trick Review
PLEASE NOTE: We are based out of BC Canada. 
Contact us to get the shipping address.
editor@vanishmagazine.com

TO ADVERTISE IN VANISH
To place an advert contact the editor for a list of 
price options.  Look at the various advertising 
sizes in this issue and choose the one that best 
suits your needs.

For more information e-mail at:
editor@vanishmagazine.com

Based upon top selling products 
from magic retailers and 
wholesalers, as well as consulting 
with over a dozen professional 
magicians, Paul Romhany reviews 
tricks, DVDs, books and Apps.

M A G I C 
REVIEWS
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THE NIGHTMARE 
3-2-1 ROPE TRICK
BY NICK LEWIN

1 

The definitive DVD master class on the ultimate handling of this 
incredible routine.

Every Professional Needs This Effect In Their Arsenal. Don’t leave 
home without it.

“The Nightmare 3-2-1 Rope Trick” is two classic effects combined 
into one performance masterpiece. Nick Lewin has crafted a sure 
fire routine that gets huge audience reaction with the minimum 
fuss and props. Perfect for stage or close-up performance, this 
routine is ideal for all ages, and is totally visual in impact.

The props fit in your pockets without a bulge, never need replac-
ing, and reset in seconds. You will use this routine a lot.

This meticulously detailed DVD teaches every move, subtlety and 
nuance of the routine, and will have you performing the effect 
in no time at all. Nick’s video tutorial on the classic Conway Rope 
Trick puts this outstanding effect easily in the grasp of everyone—
even if previously written instructions have left you confused 
and frustrated. This double punch routine has a powerful place in 
Lewin’s professional repertoire, and will quickly become a staple in 
your show.

MY THOUGHTS:
When Nick Lewin releases something you know it's going to be 
good. He has built his career on strong solid magic that works 
for audiences around the world.  You receive an extremely well 
produced DVD in high definition quality with excellent teaching 
instructions and live performance on a cruise ship. You also receive 
the exact same quality rope Nick has used for years at the right 
length. This is far more than the original Professor's Nightmare 
because the ending will fool your audience, as it fooled me!

Even if you know a version of Professor's Nightmare you will learn 
some really great tips and handling from Nick. The real kicker 
though is the Conway's Nightmare which sees the three pieces 
tied together and become one long piece. This is the perfect end-
ing and applause cue for this routine. 
Nick holds NOTHING back as he gives you his performance and 
word for word patter - guaranteed laughs. Having said that you 
need to really study Nick's timing and expressions to get anywhere 
near the reaction he does. This comes from over 40 plus years of 
performing. 

This is a double punch routine that any hobbyist or professional 
will definitely use. From the gag of bringing the rope out of empty 
box of cards to the ultimate finale this is a solid piece of magic 
for every type of audience. I could even see this being used in 
walk-about gigs to stage gigs. These things are classics for a reason 
and learning it from Nick Lewin is like having your own personal 
masterclass on it. 

If you want solid, strong magic as well as something highly enter-
taining this is it.

AVAILABLE: http://www.lewinenterprises.net/nick-lewin-presents-
8203the-nightmare-3-2-1--rope-trick.html

PRICE: $65.00

3 POO MONTE
BY CHARLES BACH2 

It’s called the 3 POO MONTE.  It’s the 3 shell game with Emoji Poo.  
Comes with custom made Emoji Poo shells (one chopped for final 
load), Perfect Pea, plus Corn and a Fly!  It all comes in a beautifully 
designed toilet roll container that is incorporated into the routine.  
Written instructions and online instructional video. SPECIAL IN-
TRODUCTORY PRICE FOR EARLY POOPERS!

MY THOUGHTS:
I've seen it all now. With the new Emoji movie out what could be 
more timely. This is a version of the 3 shell game but using custom 
made Poop Emoji's. They are extremely well made and come in a 
great little hard cardboard cannister which is also used throughout 
the routine,  plus you'll never loose them. You get a special pea, 
piece of corn and fly for additional bits and productions. If you 
already know the 3 Shell game then you'll know the moves as they 
are the same for the shell as for the Poo. You will receive both writ-
ten and online instructions.

I must admit my inner five year old found it funny everytime 
Charles said the word Poo in the video instructions. There are 
soooo many gags with this that they literally write themselves. I'm 
not quite sure who this would appeal to but I know it will appeal 
to a certain audience. Kids for sure will find this hilarious! I would 
have loved to have seen Charles do this on Fool Us with Penn & 
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ENTERTAINER'S 
MARKETING 
ACADEMY (EMA) 
BY MATT FORE

3 

Teller because I think they would have loved it.  As a bonus you 
will also learn how to turn your poo in to a chop style cup ... that's 
right ... A Chop Poo.  

There are jokes, gags and bits of business by many other magi-
cians so you have everything you need to get you started. I am 
sure this will find it's way in to many acts as it's very different and 
for the right audience would be a real hoot.  Probably not the 
thing you'd want to do if you work a restaurant but for friends and 
the right age it could be a hit.

PRICE:
AVAILABLE:

Are you looking to enhance your business? Can you use more 
gigs? Ready to learn how to increase your income performing 
magic? Then read on, as here's a product geared for you. 

Matt Fore is a writer for Success.com, Entrepreneur.com and The 
Huffington Post. Most importantly, Matt Fore is first and foremost, 
a working magician, and has been performing magic FULL TIME 
for twenty-five years. 

EMA will teach you how to work for all styles of clients, banquets, 
and corporate conference events. It doesn't matter if you are a 
close-up, walk-around, comedy, mentalist, or stage performer. 
EMA is designed for ALL entertainers. 

We are so confident you will succeed using the EMA course, we 
guarantee success or your money back. 

EMA is the result of many years of experience and professional 
high-end business coaching. 

Unlike other outdated courses, EMA is filled with real, current, 

business-savvy information that you will have at your fingertips. 

You will also be provided with a Bonus "Action Step Guide" to keep 
you on track from beginning to the very end. 

Your experience through this program will change the way you 
see your business and help you reach new heights you didn't think 
were possible. And it's all taught through this detailed reference 
that also includes twelve audio sessions. 

The great news is, you can act and receive benefits on the very first 
day! 

No matter what type of entertainer you are or, if you are part-time, 
full-time, or simply a hobbyist looking to take the next step in the 
entertaining business, EMA was designed specifically for you! 

Did we mention, we're so confident you'll agree, we guarantee it 
or your money back? 

MY THOUGHTS:
Matt Fore has produced a product that not only has incredible 
information but looks great. The quality of the actual book is first 
class and a joy to hold and study. You get three books. The first is a 
smaller book called The Five Essential ELEMENTS which is A Simple 
Road To Success. This is an easy read motivational book which out-
lines in five steps how to succeed.  Even though I’ve been doing 
this myself for over 30 years full time now I still enjoy reading these 
books because there is always something to learn. An important 
point in all these books is educate yourself, and this should apply 
to those starting out to those like myself who have been doing it 
for a very long time. If you want to make money from magic THESE 
are the things you should be investing in. I would like to think that 
if you are ready to make the leap to charge money for performing 
then you have an act people will pay to watch. The key to making 
more money and getting great gigs are all written in these pages. 
This book is filled with examples and has a few little steps you 
can put in to practice. I highly suggest reading this book first then 
looking at the other package.

The main book is Entertainers Marketing Academy. Oh how I wish 
this was around when I started out!! A lot of the material in here 
are things I’ve read in the past in other books, but having it all in 
one is great. You get this book and a Study Guide so you can work 
through each step. These type of books are ONLY good if you 
actually read and do the work. You also get access to audio pack-
age when you buy the book, and this is fantastic because these 
are great to listen to and help keep you on track. I would imagine 
in some cases the strategies Matt offers might be the opposite 
of what some people are currently doing. I suggest you read this 
with an open mind and actually try them out. I know they work 
because many I use. He makes so many valuable points including 
“When a client buys a product from you they are buying YOU.” This 
is so true. What they are buying is your confidence. If you come 
across as a professional and you know what you are doing they 
shouldn’t even question the quality of your work. I liken this to 
tradespeople. We’ve recently had home renovations done and 
hired workers who came in and knew what they were talking 
about - the key for us picking them was their confidence in doing 
the job and the knowledge they knew. Those that knew the latest 
gadgets to make things look and work better were chosen over 
those who were very old school. This can be applied to the magic 
business and Matt really takes you step-by-step through market-
ing and running a successful business.

Price: $22
Available: from: www.
charlesbach.com/3pm
Wholesale: FUN Inc.

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://Success.com
http://Entrepreneur.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
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An important part of any type of business is the foundation. You 
need to have a solid foundation to run a successful business and 
this is what this package does. It gives you an excellent foundation 
to work from and build confidence. 
This book is filled with so many tools such as sample scripts for 
when people phone making enquiries to emails, leaving voice mail 
messages, getting organized before meeting people, new market 
new income and more. He even looks at proposals and gives ex-
amples of what to say. If you need a kick up the butt because you 
have rested on your laurels then this package will inspire you. 

The best review I can give this is that I put some of in to practice 
recently and got a major fundraising gig over a few other people 
who applied for it. I had just finished reading this book and taking 
notes when I got a call to pitch my fundraising show for our local 
community. I went in with a new confidence after reading a sec-
tion in here on 8 Tips to a Successful Fun Raising Event. I was able 
to include some of these and use some of the skills Matt discussed 
and walked out of that meeting with the gig. The email that came 
back said it was my confidence in knowing what I was doing that 
won them all over instantly. They didn’t even once question what 
I did in my show! For me this was a valuable lesson and thanks in 
part to Matt’s work I was able to make a successful presentation. 

Who would benefit from this package? I would say ANYBODY who 
wants to run magic as a business. Everything is concise and to the 
point. It’s not filled with the usual hype and motivational mumbo 
jumbo many books are filled with. This is filled with tips, tools 
and techniques that really do work. The samples are what I really 
enjoyed reading because it shows exactly what Matt does to be 
successful. If you take the time and really work through this pack-
age I know it will bring an increase in gigs and money. Matt shows 
you how to close a deal, how to pitch for one, products and even 
the power of words. 
The tools in here can be applied to every type of entertainer from 
close-up to stage magician, part time or full time.  This is one of 
the best packages I’ve seen when it comes to marketing and suc-
cess. Like all types of books and products like this the more you 
work through this and put the time the more value you’ll get back. 
If you want to increase your work and get the better gigs this is a 
fantastic package.

PRICE: $295.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

UNCAPPED BY 
MICHAEL BREWER4 

Magic download (video) by Michael Brewer ($10.00)
The magic marker is a ubiquitous tool for the magician. We can't 
imagine a performance of close-up magic without the trusty 
Sharpie. AND YET, relatively little magic exists using the Sharpie 
marker. There are a few great ones ("Double Cross" being our 
favorite recent release), but we finally have a download that gives 
you a MASTERCLASS in Sharpie magic. 

"Uncapped" is the result Mike Brewer's decade of searching, refin-
ing, and creating in the realm of marker magic. In this download 
(approximately 40 minute long), Mike will take you step by step 
through five effects that use only markers. No gimmicks, no com-
plicated setups...just pure sleight of hand. 

Stretch a mini-marker to full size! 
Change a pen into a pencil! 
Change the color of a marker! 
Cause a clear pen to change to a named color! 
The light and heavy pen! 
Shrinking pen! 
Bending a plastic fork! 
The magic is highly visual and at times quite sleight-intensive. 
Fortunately, Mike Brewer is an excellent instructor and takes 
you through each move in meticulous detail. The benefit of this 
download is that you ABSOLUTELY will come away with VISUAL 
material you can perform just before having an object signed in 
your existing routines. 

MY THOUGHTS:

This is a 40 minute video download. You will learn three different 
presentations with a Sharpie - a vanish, a production and a color 
change. They all build on each other and you’ll learn them step 
by step. This is gimmickless pen magic and for anybody who uses 
Shapries it’s well worth the effort and time to learn some of these 
techniques and routines. The Vanish is really cool and it’s not the 
method I’ve been using - I actually really like this better because 
it’s much faster. The pen disappears in an instant and looks good 
if you combine it with a Striking Vanish.  I generally use a Flip 
Stick move, and this is slightly different. The Appearance follows 
naturally from the vanish and is easy to do. Again it’s visual and 
an  instant production. The Color Change will take a bit more work 
because you are doing two moves at the same time. Michael also 

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jvN6B0-sN-w
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shares techniques of vanishing and ending clean by using sleeving 
techniques - which can also be used when doing a color change. 
There is also a nice idea if you need to have the market hidden on 
you and get access to easily. He shows two ways to do this. One 
includes adding a magnet to the Sharpie and you will learn how to 
do this. There is a nice idea using an Omni Sharpie where a person 
calls for a color and you turn the Omni in to their chosen color. You 
will also learn a growing pen routine - for this you’ll need a smaller 
Sharpie and a matching color one. My favorite routine on here is 
the ‘light and heavy’ Sharpie. This is REALLY great and basically 
whenever you want the spectator can’t take the cap off the pen. 
It uses a technique on the download and this is just fantastic. You 
will also learn a routine on here where a plastic fork bends as you 
wave it using the same technique. Learning the ‘move’ will help 
you develop your own ideas and not just using a Sharpie.

This really is a great little Download and I think anybody who uses 
a Sharpie should take the time to learn these moves.

AVAILABLE: VANISH Inc.
PRICE: $10.00
DOWNLOAD

This is, quite simply, one of the most impactful, poetic effects 
Vanishing Inc. has ever produced. A borrowed bill self-animates 
and crawls up your arm like a caterpillar. Then, it transforms into an 
origami butterfly! The folded butterfly can be immediately handed 
back to the spectator as a souvenir of an unforgettable magical 
experience. 

The best part is that the effect is practical. You can perform it sur-
rounded, and although it uses threads, the approach is entirely 
workable and easy to manage, and can be mastered within 
minutes. 

Moneymorphosis is taught in detail on a video download of 29 
minutes. This is the best self-folding bill ever devised, and is NOT 
something other magicians are doing. Get yours today... and add a 

transformational effect to your repertoire. 

Online instruction. Running Time: 29mins 58secs

MY THOUGHTS:
A cute idea based on the original folding bill routine. In this ver-
sion you ‘borrow’ a US dollar bill (needs to be paper currency) 
and have it signed. It folds itself in to an origami butterfly. It’s an 
extremely easy to do trick and looks very cool. Once you borrow a 
bill you will need to do ‘something’ so you end up with your own 
bill.This is the bill that is signed and you can end up giving away - 
so you probably want to use a $1.00 bill, in other words something 
people will have on them. If you are going to give this away then 
you’ll destroy the gimmick each time so you might want to have a 
bunch set up if doing walk about. You’ll need to step out of sight 
of your audience each time you set this up.
The 30 minute tutorial will show you how to set this up and what 
to do with the ‘special something’ you get to make this up. Eventu-
ally you’ll need to buy more as you will use it up should you do 
this all the time. The nice thing about this is that your hand hides 
the special something and you can do this surrounded. There is a 
nice little breath move you can do that makes the butterfly look 
as though it is breathing or moving - it’s a very cool little illusion. 
The other nice addition and an advantage over the standard self-
folding bill is that you can balance the bill (or butterfly) on your 
finger and get it to give the illusion of breathing. If you are going 
to perform this I really think you want to hand it out - which means 
you’ll break it each time but it’s a wonderful souvenir to hand out. 

I think if you really wanted to take this a step further you would 
turn the money butterfly in to a real one. It seems like a natural 
progression for the effect, and if I were doing a TV spot that is 
probably what I would do. I’m not sure how I would do it but it 
would be worth thinking about. There really does seem to be an 
ending here that is begging to be done. They suggest doing a 
floating butterfly but I personally think the animation of the but-
terfly is more than enough and in many cases more magical look-
ing.  Floating is how a magician thinks and I feel it’s more magical 
to have something animate. 

A great little routine if you don’t mind a little set-up but worth the 
effort.

PRICE: $20.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com
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MENTAL PEN BY 
JOAO MIRANDA6 

Want to blow away your spectators with diabolical mentalism? 
Welcome to Mental Pen, a diabolical creation of João Miranda and 
Gustavo Sereno. 

Mental Pen allows you to create REAL MAGIC. The kind of magic 
that gets into their minds and leaves them totally stunned. 

With Mental Pen, what the spectator marks with a Sharpie, match-
es the magician's prediction! The routines possible are endless. 

It can be performed with any book, magazine, napkin, receipt or 
even a blank piece of paper, allowing the magician to perform a 
variety of different routines. 

KEEP IN MIND: 

- The spectator holds the pen the entire time 
- No switches 
- The "secret" is activated by the spectator himself! 
- Endless routines are possible, either for close-up or stage 
- You can use the pen as a regular Sharpie 
- Diabolical gimmick makes the effect super easy to perform 

Comes complete with Sharpie and all gimmicks needed.

**Mental Pen is based on the idea and gimmick from Andreas 
Sebring's MetalWriting System. 

MY THOUGHTS:
I was first introduced to this concept by Andrea Sebring who pro-
duced this a few years ago and I reviewed in VANISH a few years 
back. I believe Andrea’s version was the inspiration for Mental Pen 
and there are similarities and differences between them both. 
Either way, the concept is fantastic and Mental Pen is an extremely 
well made and very deceptive tool. Definitely something people 
are going to use!

 It is a Sharpie pen and with gimmick that is extremely well made. 
Joao and his team have done a great job making this fit a Sharpie 

and there are lots of routines you can do. If you get the version 
by Andreas (which I HIGHLY recommend) you can use his for 
things like confabulation (stage) as well as close-up. It’s always 
good to know what you can do with a gimmick and I think having 
both versions will really inspire others to create some very strong 
effects. My suggestion if you love Mental Pen is to get Andreas ver-
sion giving you a real huge arsenal of things you can do.

Mental Pen is really a tool for mentalists or magicians and I think if 
you use a Sharpie at all you might as well use something like this. 
The basic idea is that you can have a spectator circle something 
with out seeing it, and then ‘force’ whatever it is you want to force 
on that page or piece of paper. They can instantly use the pen to 
actually write so there is absolutely no heat on the gimmick. 
You receive two gimmicks, a regular Sharpie (which you’ll replace 
every now and then) and another part of the gimmick. The online 
tutorial will teach you how to set up the gimmick (takes seconds) 
and several routines. As I said, you are shown basic routines and 
there are many other routines in many other books and DVDs by 
others using a similar concept (without the gimmick of Mental 
Pen of course, but the basic idea.) The idea of what you can do is 
not new, and I have several routines myself in various books I’ve 
written using the same method so I suggest you hunt out different 
routines because they are out there. Remember this pen is a tool 
that allows for a principle and can be used straight away to write 
properly, which you could never do with the regular routines. This 
is the really nice addition to this. In Andrea’s version he has pro-
duced a pen that allows you to do  different colored writing, so for 
confabulation etc. you get the prediction in a different color than 
what you are actually writing on a board or piece of paper. Armed 
with both versions you will definitely have a killer tool that will 
totally get people off guard of any method. Why not combine both 
versions and have them ready to go. This would certainly throw 
people off track to any method.

This is a very well produced gimmick with so many uses. 

CHECK OUT www.metalwriting.com to see Andrea’s version as well 
as his version where you can engrave on METAL - this is impos-
sible.

PRICE: $39.95
WHOELSALE: www.murphysmagic.com
AVAILABLE: all magic shops

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://bill.This
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k9_BL5cN1QI
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shares techniques of vanishing and ending clean by using sleeving 
techniques - which can also be used when doing a color change. 
There is also a nice idea if you need to have the market hidden on 
you and get access to easily. He shows two ways to do this. One 
includes adding a magnet to the Sharpie and you will learn how to 
do this. There is a nice idea using an Omni Sharpie where a person 
calls for a color and you turn the Omni in to their chosen color. You 
will also learn a growing pen routine - for this you’ll need a smaller 
Sharpie and a matching color one. My favorite routine on here is 
the ‘light and heavy’ Sharpie. This is REALLY great and basically 
whenever you want the spectator can’t take the cap off the pen. 
It uses a technique on the download and this is just fantastic. You 
will also learn a routine on here where a plastic fork bends as you 
wave it using the same technique. Learning the ‘move’ will help 
you develop your own ideas and not just using a Sharpie.

This really is a great little Download and I think anybody who uses 
a Sharpie should take the time to learn these moves.

AVAILABLE: VANISH Inc.
PRICE: $10.00
DOWNLOAD

This is, quite simply, one of the most impactful, poetic effects 
Vanishing Inc. has ever produced. A borrowed bill self-animates 
and crawls up your arm like a caterpillar. Then, it transforms into an 
origami butterfly! The folded butterfly can be immediately handed 
back to the spectator as a souvenir of an unforgettable magical 
experience. 

The best part is that the effect is practical. You can perform it sur-
rounded, and although it uses threads, the approach is entirely 
workable and easy to manage, and can be mastered within 
minutes. 

Moneymorphosis is taught in detail on a video download of 29 
minutes. This is the best self-folding bill ever devised, and is NOT 
something other magicians are doing. Get yours today... and add a 

transformational effect to your repertoire. 

Online instruction. Running Time: 29mins 58secs

MY THOUGHTS:
A cute idea based on the original folding bill routine. In this ver-
sion you ‘borrow’ a US dollar bill (needs to be paper currency) 
and have it signed. It folds itself in to an origami butterfly. It’s an 
extremely easy to do trick and looks very cool. Once you borrow a 
bill you will need to do ‘something’ so you end up with your own 
bill.This is the bill that is signed and you can end up giving away - 
so you probably want to use a $1.00 bill, in other words something 
people will have on them. If you are going to give this away then 
you’ll destroy the gimmick each time so you might want to have a 
bunch set up if doing walk about. You’ll need to step out of sight 
of your audience each time you set this up.
The 30 minute tutorial will show you how to set this up and what 
to do with the ‘special something’ you get to make this up. Eventu-
ally you’ll need to buy more as you will use it up should you do 
this all the time. The nice thing about this is that your hand hides 
the special something and you can do this surrounded. There is a 
nice little breath move you can do that makes the butterfly look 
as though it is breathing or moving - it’s a very cool little illusion. 
The other nice addition and an advantage over the standard self-
folding bill is that you can balance the bill (or butterfly) on your 
finger and get it to give the illusion of breathing. If you are going 
to perform this I really think you want to hand it out - which means 
you’ll break it each time but it’s a wonderful souvenir to hand out. 

I think if you really wanted to take this a step further you would 
turn the money butterfly in to a real one. It seems like a natural 
progression for the effect, and if I were doing a TV spot that is 
probably what I would do. I’m not sure how I would do it but it 
would be worth thinking about. There really does seem to be an 
ending here that is begging to be done. They suggest doing a 
floating butterfly but I personally think the animation of the but-
terfly is more than enough and in many cases more magical look-
ing.  Floating is how a magician thinks and I feel it’s more magical 
to have something animate. 

A great little routine if you don’t mind a little set-up but worth the 
effort.

PRICE: $20.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com
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Want to blow away your spectators with diabolical mentalism? 
Welcome to Mental Pen, a diabolical creation of João Miranda and 
Gustavo Sereno. 

Mental Pen allows you to create REAL MAGIC. The kind of magic 
that gets into their minds and leaves them totally stunned. 

With Mental Pen, what the spectator marks with a Sharpie, match-
es the magician's prediction! The routines possible are endless. 

It can be performed with any book, magazine, napkin, receipt or 
even a blank piece of paper, allowing the magician to perform a 
variety of different routines. 

KEEP IN MIND: 

- The spectator holds the pen the entire time 
- No switches 
- The "secret" is activated by the spectator himself! 
- Endless routines are possible, either for close-up or stage 
- You can use the pen as a regular Sharpie 
- Diabolical gimmick makes the effect super easy to perform 

Comes complete with Sharpie and all gimmicks needed.

**Mental Pen is based on the idea and gimmick from Andreas 
Sebring's MetalWriting System. 

MY THOUGHTS:
I was first introduced to this concept by Andrea Sebring who pro-
duced this a few years ago and I reviewed in VANISH a few years 
back. I believe Andrea’s version was the inspiration for Mental Pen 
and there are similarities and differences between them both. 
Either way, the concept is fantastic and Mental Pen is an extremely 
well made and very deceptive tool. Definitely something people 
are going to use!

 It is a Sharpie pen and with gimmick that is extremely well made. 
Joao and his team have done a great job making this fit a Sharpie 

and there are lots of routines you can do. If you get the version 
by Andreas (which I HIGHLY recommend) you can use his for 
things like confabulation (stage) as well as close-up. It’s always 
good to know what you can do with a gimmick and I think having 
both versions will really inspire others to create some very strong 
effects. My suggestion if you love Mental Pen is to get Andreas ver-
sion giving you a real huge arsenal of things you can do.

Mental Pen is really a tool for mentalists or magicians and I think if 
you use a Sharpie at all you might as well use something like this. 
The basic idea is that you can have a spectator circle something 
with out seeing it, and then ‘force’ whatever it is you want to force 
on that page or piece of paper. They can instantly use the pen to 
actually write so there is absolutely no heat on the gimmick. 
You receive two gimmicks, a regular Sharpie (which you’ll replace 
every now and then) and another part of the gimmick. The online 
tutorial will teach you how to set up the gimmick (takes seconds) 
and several routines. As I said, you are shown basic routines and 
there are many other routines in many other books and DVDs by 
others using a similar concept (without the gimmick of Mental 
Pen of course, but the basic idea.) The idea of what you can do is 
not new, and I have several routines myself in various books I’ve 
written using the same method so I suggest you hunt out different 
routines because they are out there. Remember this pen is a tool 
that allows for a principle and can be used straight away to write 
properly, which you could never do with the regular routines. This 
is the really nice addition to this. In Andrea’s version he has pro-
duced a pen that allows you to do  different colored writing, so for 
confabulation etc. you get the prediction in a different color than 
what you are actually writing on a board or piece of paper. Armed 
with both versions you will definitely have a killer tool that will 
totally get people off guard of any method. Why not combine both 
versions and have them ready to go. This would certainly throw 
people off track to any method.

This is a very well produced gimmick with so many uses. 

CHECK OUT www.metalwriting.com to see Andrea’s version as well 
as his version where you can engrave on METAL - this is impos-
sible.

PRICE: $39.95
WHOELSALE: www.murphysmagic.com
AVAILABLE: all magic shops

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.metalwriting.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1n9SxnUGqbk
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Welcome to Flash Gum, a creation of João Miranda and Julio 
Montoro. 

This is a visual trick that will leave your spectators totally speech-
less. 

In this effect, three cards are chosen and lost in the deck. 

After a magical pass, the cards vanish from the deck and travel into 
a pack of gum. The first card appears visually on top of the gum 
packet. In the second phase, the whole packet visually morphs 
into the other two selections. 

Flash Gum looks like real magic. Best of all, the gimmicks are al-
ways ready to go at a moment's notice, taking only a few seconds 
to reset. 

This truly looks like real magic! 

Get Flash Gum now, and get ready to astonish your audience with 
a casual, yet very powerful, visual illusion. 

Keep in mind: 

- The gimmicks work AUTOMATICALLY 
- The specially made gimmicks are ready to be performed right 
away (no arts and crafts needed) 
- The gimmicks are very durable and are professionally made 
- A pack of gum is included along with the gimmicks and instruc-
tions 
- TV rights are included with the purchase

MY THOUGHTS
A very visual card trick that uses a pack of gum and three chosen 
(forced) cards. You receive a pack of gum and three well made 
gimmicks, plus some extra elastic should the gimmicks break. 
Everything is supplied including a download tutorial so there is 
nothing to make up. Once you watch this you can start practic-
ing  You are taught everything you need to know including how 
to force three cards, they teach a dribble force, and the gambler 
cop. There are various ways you can use to force and ditch three 
chosen cards. This routine require some practice and knowledge. 
This of course is just the suggested routine but you may come up 

with your own easier methods. You will also learn a very easy way 
to do the exact same above but without any skill required. You do 
need a some gimmick cards which you could make or perhaps 
purchase. In this version the spectator can deal the cards in your 
hand and as I said, requires no skill. I personally prefer the easier 
method. It would have been a nice thought to include the three 
gimmick cards needed for this version but they do teach you how 
to make them.

The actual production of the cards changing from the gum packet 
is very visual and instant. This will take quite a bit of handling and 
practice so you can handle the gimmick without thinking about 
it. I think the secret here is to make it look and feel as natural as 
possible and the only way to do this is to handle the gimmick a 
lot and get used to the feel of it. The work you put in will pay off 
in performance. It’s not for beginners as it requires handling skills 
and also the ability to manage an audience.
This is an effect that HAS to be viewed with spectators looking 
down because of angles. You need to be very careful when per-
forming this and a little audience management is necessary, even 
just stepping back a bit would work. While you might see the seam 
in the gimmicks I don’t think the audience will if you handle this 
properly. It’s a relativity fast effect so there shouldn’t be too much 
heat on the gum packet as you bring it out. There is a nice subtlety 
where you show the gum inside and this might throw them off the 
method.

If you love visual magic and don’t mind working on handling I 
think this is a very novel routine.

PRICE: $39.95
AVAILABLE: All magic shops
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

PREVISION BY 
PETER EGGINK8 

The open prediction with a kicker twist! 

A RED backed "Prediction" card is removed from a BLUE deck and 
is isolated under the card box. In this manner, it remains in FULL 
VIEW at all times throughout the routine. 

Next, a spectator is asked to pick a card from the pack and signs 
her name across its face. The card is then lost in the pack. You ask 
your spectator: "Wouldn't it be an amazing trick if your signed 
card ends up INSIDE the card box?" You open the card box only to 
reveal it's empty. Undeterred, you continue by asking, "Would it 
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be a good trick if your prediction would be the actual 'mate' of the 
spectator's card?" 

Let the spectator turn over the blue prediction card... only to re-
veal THEIR signed selection! Now THAT is a KILLER trick! Of course, 
the spectator may keep the card as a unique souvenir. 

PREVISION will hit them like a proverbial freight train! This routine 
is both FUN and EASY to do and will definitely fry your audience! 
The prediction card remains in FULL VIEW at all times! 
Use your own regular deck of cards! 
Perfect for table-hopping! 
Resets in 2 seconds! 
Automatic no sleight of hand invisible switch! 

MY THOUGHTS
The gimmick isn’t new however this is the best version I’ve seen 
and the switch is completely undetected. You receive a regular 
card case (red or blue Bicycle) and the gimmick plus a down-
load tutorial. The download teaches the trick in great detail and 
anybody with any card skills will pick this up straight away. There 
aren’t any hard moves and everything happens when the atten-
tion is away from any ‘funny’ stuff you might need to do. This is so 
much fun to do that I found myself just playing with the gimmick 
over and over. This is a really great card plot and has many well 
thought out moments. I like it because it is direct and the fact that 
the odd back card is seen prior to the trick helps add to the overall 
impact of this routine. it’s like a Chicago Opener but we see the 
red card to start with. If you do any type of Chicago Opener then 
I think you will find you might come up with your own handling. 
The difference here is that the odd back card is actually signed - 
which is the kicker. In most routines the card just changes color 
and never signed - this elevates that plot to a whole new level. 
While you need a table or something to place the box down on 
to you could do this strolling and the reset is very quick making it 
ideal for any type of gig where you are walking around. 
The gimmick itself is very well made and should last a very long 
time - of course like any gimmick box or card care is needed and 
I have put mine in hard shell card case. There is some handling 
required so this isn’t for the beginner in magic.

If you are looking for a strong routine that packs a real punch this 
is for you. Great gimmick, well made and great routine.

PRICE: $34.95
AVAILABLE: All magic shops
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

FOUR KING 
MIRACLE BY 
HENRI WHITE

9 

From the creator of The Souvenir, Henri White Presents Four King 
Miracle 

Two jokers are shown front and back. 

Visually, one at a time, the first two Kings appear in between two 
Jokers. As a finale, the final two cards also change into Kings. The 
Jokers have vanished from the packet! 

This leaves you with a Four King Miracle. 

The effect is easy to perform, and you will receive custom printed 
cards so you can start astonishing others with this great little 
packet trick. 

MY THOUGHTS
This is really a transformation from two Jokers to Four Kings. You 
receive four cards, two are gimmicked and a link to the tutorial. It’s 
a very quick routine and very easy to do. You should be able to do 
this as soon as you watch the tutorial. The trick itself is done in less 
than 30 seconds so I would consider this a ‘quick trick.’ You don’t 
have to do limit this as a packet trick but can make it in to a longer 
routine if you put some thought in to it and combine it with other 
things. It’s a great little idea if you want something really quick 
and perhaps keep the jokers in your pocket, bring them out and 
transform them in to the Kings.  There are two ways to do this, 
either with people looking down or up by your chest so it makes 
it a good little routine if you want to play it a little bigger.  This 
could perhaps be a lead in to some kind of four ace (or four King) 
routine) if you can switch these cards but even by itself it’s a nice 
little miracle.
I think this might go unnoticed by magicians but actually it’s very 
good and in the right moment or at the right time in a larger rou-
tine would be really very good. 
I am sure this might spark other ideas and as I said, in a longer 
routine this could be very good. Easy handling, cute little transfor-
mation of two Jokers to Four Kings.

PRICE: $19.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uuys1jhXFTI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qyq6M84Nylg
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Welcome to Flash Gum, a creation of João Miranda and Julio 
Montoro. 

This is a visual trick that will leave your spectators totally speech-
less. 

In this effect, three cards are chosen and lost in the deck. 

After a magical pass, the cards vanish from the deck and travel into 
a pack of gum. The first card appears visually on top of the gum 
packet. In the second phase, the whole packet visually morphs 
into the other two selections. 

Flash Gum looks like real magic. Best of all, the gimmicks are al-
ways ready to go at a moment's notice, taking only a few seconds 
to reset. 

This truly looks like real magic! 

Get Flash Gum now, and get ready to astonish your audience with 
a casual, yet very powerful, visual illusion. 

Keep in mind: 

- The gimmicks work AUTOMATICALLY 
- The specially made gimmicks are ready to be performed right 
away (no arts and crafts needed) 
- The gimmicks are very durable and are professionally made 
- A pack of gum is included along with the gimmicks and instruc-
tions 
- TV rights are included with the purchase

MY THOUGHTS
A very visual card trick that uses a pack of gum and three chosen 
(forced) cards. You receive a pack of gum and three well made 
gimmicks, plus some extra elastic should the gimmicks break. 
Everything is supplied including a download tutorial so there is 
nothing to make up. Once you watch this you can start practic-
ing  You are taught everything you need to know including how 
to force three cards, they teach a dribble force, and the gambler 
cop. There are various ways you can use to force and ditch three 
chosen cards. This routine require some practice and knowledge. 
This of course is just the suggested routine but you may come up 

with your own easier methods. You will also learn a very easy way 
to do the exact same above but without any skill required. You do 
need a some gimmick cards which you could make or perhaps 
purchase. In this version the spectator can deal the cards in your 
hand and as I said, requires no skill. I personally prefer the easier 
method. It would have been a nice thought to include the three 
gimmick cards needed for this version but they do teach you how 
to make them.

The actual production of the cards changing from the gum packet 
is very visual and instant. This will take quite a bit of handling and 
practice so you can handle the gimmick without thinking about 
it. I think the secret here is to make it look and feel as natural as 
possible and the only way to do this is to handle the gimmick a 
lot and get used to the feel of it. The work you put in will pay off 
in performance. It’s not for beginners as it requires handling skills 
and also the ability to manage an audience.
This is an effect that HAS to be viewed with spectators looking 
down because of angles. You need to be very careful when per-
forming this and a little audience management is necessary, even 
just stepping back a bit would work. While you might see the seam 
in the gimmicks I don’t think the audience will if you handle this 
properly. It’s a relativity fast effect so there shouldn’t be too much 
heat on the gum packet as you bring it out. There is a nice subtlety 
where you show the gum inside and this might throw them off the 
method.

If you love visual magic and don’t mind working on handling I 
think this is a very novel routine.

PRICE: $39.95
AVAILABLE: All magic shops
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

PREVISION BY 
PETER EGGINK8 

The open prediction with a kicker twist! 

A RED backed "Prediction" card is removed from a BLUE deck and 
is isolated under the card box. In this manner, it remains in FULL 
VIEW at all times throughout the routine. 

Next, a spectator is asked to pick a card from the pack and signs 
her name across its face. The card is then lost in the pack. You ask 
your spectator: "Wouldn't it be an amazing trick if your signed 
card ends up INSIDE the card box?" You open the card box only to 
reveal it's empty. Undeterred, you continue by asking, "Would it 
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be a good trick if your prediction would be the actual 'mate' of the 
spectator's card?" 

Let the spectator turn over the blue prediction card... only to re-
veal THEIR signed selection! Now THAT is a KILLER trick! Of course, 
the spectator may keep the card as a unique souvenir. 

PREVISION will hit them like a proverbial freight train! This routine 
is both FUN and EASY to do and will definitely fry your audience! 
The prediction card remains in FULL VIEW at all times! 
Use your own regular deck of cards! 
Perfect for table-hopping! 
Resets in 2 seconds! 
Automatic no sleight of hand invisible switch! 

MY THOUGHTS
The gimmick isn’t new however this is the best version I’ve seen 
and the switch is completely undetected. You receive a regular 
card case (red or blue Bicycle) and the gimmick plus a down-
load tutorial. The download teaches the trick in great detail and 
anybody with any card skills will pick this up straight away. There 
aren’t any hard moves and everything happens when the atten-
tion is away from any ‘funny’ stuff you might need to do. This is so 
much fun to do that I found myself just playing with the gimmick 
over and over. This is a really great card plot and has many well 
thought out moments. I like it because it is direct and the fact that 
the odd back card is seen prior to the trick helps add to the overall 
impact of this routine. it’s like a Chicago Opener but we see the 
red card to start with. If you do any type of Chicago Opener then 
I think you will find you might come up with your own handling. 
The difference here is that the odd back card is actually signed - 
which is the kicker. In most routines the card just changes color 
and never signed - this elevates that plot to a whole new level. 
While you need a table or something to place the box down on 
to you could do this strolling and the reset is very quick making it 
ideal for any type of gig where you are walking around. 
The gimmick itself is very well made and should last a very long 
time - of course like any gimmick box or card care is needed and 
I have put mine in hard shell card case. There is some handling 
required so this isn’t for the beginner in magic.

If you are looking for a strong routine that packs a real punch this 
is for you. Great gimmick, well made and great routine.

PRICE: $34.95
AVAILABLE: All magic shops
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

FOUR KING 
MIRACLE BY 
HENRI WHITE

9 

From the creator of The Souvenir, Henri White Presents Four King 
Miracle 

Two jokers are shown front and back. 

Visually, one at a time, the first two Kings appear in between two 
Jokers. As a finale, the final two cards also change into Kings. The 
Jokers have vanished from the packet! 

This leaves you with a Four King Miracle. 

The effect is easy to perform, and you will receive custom printed 
cards so you can start astonishing others with this great little 
packet trick. 

MY THOUGHTS
This is really a transformation from two Jokers to Four Kings. You 
receive four cards, two are gimmicked and a link to the tutorial. It’s 
a very quick routine and very easy to do. You should be able to do 
this as soon as you watch the tutorial. The trick itself is done in less 
than 30 seconds so I would consider this a ‘quick trick.’ You don’t 
have to do limit this as a packet trick but can make it in to a longer 
routine if you put some thought in to it and combine it with other 
things. It’s a great little idea if you want something really quick 
and perhaps keep the jokers in your pocket, bring them out and 
transform them in to the Kings.  There are two ways to do this, 
either with people looking down or up by your chest so it makes 
it a good little routine if you want to play it a little bigger.  This 
could perhaps be a lead in to some kind of four ace (or four King) 
routine) if you can switch these cards but even by itself it’s a nice 
little miracle.
I think this might go unnoticed by magicians but actually it’s very 
good and in the right moment or at the right time in a larger rou-
tine would be really very good. 
I am sure this might spark other ideas and as I said, in a longer 
routine this could be very good. Easy handling, cute little transfor-
mation of two Jokers to Four Kings.

PRICE: $19.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4BhqWbRfMHM
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MAGICIANS IN 
TATOO BY STEVE 
SPILL

10 

An original new contemporary plot - 5 plus minutes of surpris-
ing astonishing wonder direct from my show to yours.  TATTOO!  
Watch the video.  Don't delay.  Order today.  First batch sold out in 
a day.  I’ll have a few more available again August 31 – complete 
with special hardcover dust jacket book, routine, script, download-
able tutorial, worldwide performance rights - including postage 
and handling – paypal $199 to info@magicopolis.com

MY THOUGHTS:
Steve Spill has created some real masterpieces over the past many 
years and  all routines from his working repertoire. I was so excited 
to see Steve release this unique book test using a book filled 
with images of Tattoo's. You receive a 50 minute tutorial with the 
special book needed. Steve  has been working on this for a long 
time (it started over 25 years ago) and the reason he uses a book 
with images is because he never liked the idea of using a book for 
somebody to think of a word.  As he says in the tutorial, why not 
just have them think of a word rather than using a book? Using 
this book and his routine finally gives the magician or mental-
ist reason to have a person look for something in a book.  What 
makes this so strong is that Steve is able to get more from giving 
a reading of an image rather than the just the standard word. The 
images also open themselves up for natural comedy by play.

The method is diabolically clever and something I've never seen 
before, but Steve gives credit where it comes  from. It's an old idea 
that dates back to the late 40s. Only a very small number of people 
are aware of this method and Steve has brought it up to date. It's 
one of the best and easiest methods I've seen and 100% reliable. 
No cribs to memorize and everything is handled freely and openly.  
What makes it so special is that while the book is custom made it is 
actually a real book of tattoos that Steve created. 

The book itself is hard cover and will last a very long time. The nice 
thing with this book is that it can be done under every condition 
from close-up to stage. 
The nice thing about the tutorial is that you get to see Steve per-
form it many times live. 

The routine opens with a spectator looking through and describ-
ing three various tattoos they see. It's a very entertaining routine 
and Steve has some great lines that you have permission to use. 

I would say it’s  one of the most entertaining book tests I've seen 
in a very long time. As a huge fan of book tests I think this really 
brings something special to the table.
The really strong thing about this routine is that the spectator gets 
to handle the book freely and can flip through and call out any 
tattoos they like.  The really do have a free choice of ANY tattoo 
and the performer can easily know which one they looked at and 
reveal how they see fit.  I am sure others will come up with their 
own presentations using this book. 

I enjoyed this so much it’s going in to my own repertoire.

For any magician who wants to add a strong performance piece to 
their act you can't go wrong with this routine. 

To order send an e-mail to: info@magicopolis.com
PRICE: $199.00 US

PROTEUS BY 
PHEDON BILEK11 

Tech Talk with Carl Andrews
While I normally review tech (apps) in this column. I also perform 
mentalism and this new book contains the most amazing tech-
nique for performing propless mind reading, that I had to share it.

Proteus by Phedon Bilek

Book
$55.00

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=0sWnHk1Oo_U

What is Proteus?:
Description from the author:
IF MIND READING EXISTED, IT WOULD LOOK LIKE THIS!
Coming from a purely sleight-of-hand background, Phedon 
designs PRACTICAL methods that actually WORK, leaving no space 
for approximation.
After having witnessed Proteus, spectators have no other alterna-
tive than to truly believe they have witnessed the Real Thing. They 
are asked to FREELY think of a drawing, ANY drawing, and despite 
impossible odds the mentalist KNOWS EXACTLY what they have in 
mind. All the time.
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Do you still use a peek in your drawing duplications? Do you still 
resort to math-based and other lengthy error-prone processes to 
be able to call your prop-less effect “reliable”? Or, do you settle 
with methods that MIGHT work as they rely on psychology/sug-
gestion/ luck? Well, think again.

Proteus
• is 100% Prop-less and Impromptu
• requires only a FAST and INVISIBLE procedure
• does NOT require highly intelligent or sober spectators. It works 
on
kids!
• NEVER confuses the participant
• is FUN and EASY to do
• is what mind reading SHOULD ACTUALLY LOOK LIKE
As a bonus, Phedon has included his billet routine, “Heads I win 
Tails you lose,” packing really small -you need 2 billets- and playing 
HUGE on audiences of any size.
Furthermore, in addition to English, the method only is available in 
French, Spanish, Italian, German and Greek. Dealers can send it to 
anyone buying the book upon request. For free of course.

My Thoughts
I am not sure what else I can add to what you have read above. The
description is totally accurate and the results are as strong as you 
can get. This is the most amazing tool to have at your disposal at 
all times.
It’s completely prop-less and can even be done over the phone or
radio. I cannot remember ever being so excited about anything 
in a very long time. Once studying this book for a few days and 
getting comfortable with the routine, I started calling friends and 
performing Proteus over the phone, nailing each thought of item 
100%. It will require some study on your part but nothing too 
difficult. Phedon even teaches you how to study the routine and 
provides outlines to help.

My HIGHEST Recommendation!!!!

PROJECT Z BY 
ZEE12 

Do you want to learn a miracle vanish? Read on! One move, end-
less possibilities! Hailed as the next classic CGI level coin magic, 
this is a "no gimmick, no fuss" routine that only requires a coin! 

From the everyday repertoire of Zee, we at SansMinds are excited 
to introduce our latest worker series... Behold the power of Project 
Z! An in-depth tutorial that covers everything you need to know to 
get started with this coin technique! 

Not only does Zee go through various tips and techniques to help 
you improve your coin sleight, he also includes 8 high-impact 
routines from his very own personal arsenal, which of course can 
be altered to suit your personal style! 

MY THOUGHTS:
Unfortunately this isn’t the next big thing in coin magic. This bears 
too much resemblence to COIN by Eric Chien, which came out 
last year and Eric has been working on for over a decade. In many 
ways I think Eric’s handling is much smoother and has much less 
handling look to it. If you don’t own coin then this will teach you 
pretty much the exact same handling on vanishing a coin. Eric has 
made a name for himself world wide with his coin vanish and the 
chat groups are a buzz with letting Sans Minds knowing this is a 
copy. COIN has been around long enough for Sans Minds to know 
that Eric was the creator of this move and why they would go 
ahead and produce this is a mystery. 

Comparing both versions I can see that Eric has taken his vanish 
to lengths Zee has not. Eric has been performing the vanish in 
spectator’s hands which is absolutely out of this world. Zee offers 8 
routines based on the vanish and while they look good they don’t 
compare to Eric’s incredible handling of changing finger rings to 
coins, cards to coins or cigarrettes. I won’t do a long review of this 
item because for me it didn't bring anything new to the table that 
Eric hasn't already covered.

AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
PRICE: $29.95
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
mailto:info@magicopolis.com
mailto:info@magicopolis.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibm-tCFiA8g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f21J5psNosk
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MAGICIANS IN 
TATOO BY STEVE 
SPILL
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An original new contemporary plot - 5 plus minutes of surpris-
ing astonishing wonder direct from my show to yours.  TATTOO!  
Watch the video.  Don't delay.  Order today.  First batch sold out in 
a day.  I’ll have a few more available again August 31 – complete 
with special hardcover dust jacket book, routine, script, download-
able tutorial, worldwide performance rights - including postage 
and handling – paypal $199 to info@magicopolis.com

MY THOUGHTS:
Steve Spill has created some real masterpieces over the past many 
years and  all routines from his working repertoire. I was so excited 
to see Steve release this unique book test using a book filled 
with images of Tattoo's. You receive a 50 minute tutorial with the 
special book needed. Steve  has been working on this for a long 
time (it started over 25 years ago) and the reason he uses a book 
with images is because he never liked the idea of using a book for 
somebody to think of a word.  As he says in the tutorial, why not 
just have them think of a word rather than using a book? Using 
this book and his routine finally gives the magician or mental-
ist reason to have a person look for something in a book.  What 
makes this so strong is that Steve is able to get more from giving 
a reading of an image rather than the just the standard word. The 
images also open themselves up for natural comedy by play.

The method is diabolically clever and something I've never seen 
before, but Steve gives credit where it comes  from. It's an old idea 
that dates back to the late 40s. Only a very small number of people 
are aware of this method and Steve has brought it up to date. It's 
one of the best and easiest methods I've seen and 100% reliable. 
No cribs to memorize and everything is handled freely and openly.  
What makes it so special is that while the book is custom made it is 
actually a real book of tattoos that Steve created. 

The book itself is hard cover and will last a very long time. The nice 
thing with this book is that it can be done under every condition 
from close-up to stage. 
The nice thing about the tutorial is that you get to see Steve per-
form it many times live. 

The routine opens with a spectator looking through and describ-
ing three various tattoos they see. It's a very entertaining routine 
and Steve has some great lines that you have permission to use. 

I would say it’s  one of the most entertaining book tests I've seen 
in a very long time. As a huge fan of book tests I think this really 
brings something special to the table.
The really strong thing about this routine is that the spectator gets 
to handle the book freely and can flip through and call out any 
tattoos they like.  The really do have a free choice of ANY tattoo 
and the performer can easily know which one they looked at and 
reveal how they see fit.  I am sure others will come up with their 
own presentations using this book. 

I enjoyed this so much it’s going in to my own repertoire.

For any magician who wants to add a strong performance piece to 
their act you can't go wrong with this routine. 

To order send an e-mail to: info@magicopolis.com
PRICE: $199.00 US

PROTEUS BY 
PHEDON BILEK11 

Tech Talk with Carl Andrews
While I normally review tech (apps) in this column. I also perform 
mentalism and this new book contains the most amazing tech-
nique for performing propless mind reading, that I had to share it.

Proteus by Phedon Bilek

Book
$55.00

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=0sWnHk1Oo_U

What is Proteus?:
Description from the author:
IF MIND READING EXISTED, IT WOULD LOOK LIKE THIS!
Coming from a purely sleight-of-hand background, Phedon 
designs PRACTICAL methods that actually WORK, leaving no space 
for approximation.
After having witnessed Proteus, spectators have no other alterna-
tive than to truly believe they have witnessed the Real Thing. They 
are asked to FREELY think of a drawing, ANY drawing, and despite 
impossible odds the mentalist KNOWS EXACTLY what they have in 
mind. All the time.
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Do you still use a peek in your drawing duplications? Do you still 
resort to math-based and other lengthy error-prone processes to 
be able to call your prop-less effect “reliable”? Or, do you settle 
with methods that MIGHT work as they rely on psychology/sug-
gestion/ luck? Well, think again.

Proteus
• is 100% Prop-less and Impromptu
• requires only a FAST and INVISIBLE procedure
• does NOT require highly intelligent or sober spectators. It works 
on
kids!
• NEVER confuses the participant
• is FUN and EASY to do
• is what mind reading SHOULD ACTUALLY LOOK LIKE
As a bonus, Phedon has included his billet routine, “Heads I win 
Tails you lose,” packing really small -you need 2 billets- and playing 
HUGE on audiences of any size.
Furthermore, in addition to English, the method only is available in 
French, Spanish, Italian, German and Greek. Dealers can send it to 
anyone buying the book upon request. For free of course.

My Thoughts
I am not sure what else I can add to what you have read above. The
description is totally accurate and the results are as strong as you 
can get. This is the most amazing tool to have at your disposal at 
all times.
It’s completely prop-less and can even be done over the phone or
radio. I cannot remember ever being so excited about anything 
in a very long time. Once studying this book for a few days and 
getting comfortable with the routine, I started calling friends and 
performing Proteus over the phone, nailing each thought of item 
100%. It will require some study on your part but nothing too 
difficult. Phedon even teaches you how to study the routine and 
provides outlines to help.

My HIGHEST Recommendation!!!!

PROJECT Z BY 
ZEE12 

Do you want to learn a miracle vanish? Read on! One move, end-
less possibilities! Hailed as the next classic CGI level coin magic, 
this is a "no gimmick, no fuss" routine that only requires a coin! 

From the everyday repertoire of Zee, we at SansMinds are excited 
to introduce our latest worker series... Behold the power of Project 
Z! An in-depth tutorial that covers everything you need to know to 
get started with this coin technique! 

Not only does Zee go through various tips and techniques to help 
you improve your coin sleight, he also includes 8 high-impact 
routines from his very own personal arsenal, which of course can 
be altered to suit your personal style! 

MY THOUGHTS:
Unfortunately this isn’t the next big thing in coin magic. This bears 
too much resemblence to COIN by Eric Chien, which came out 
last year and Eric has been working on for over a decade. In many 
ways I think Eric’s handling is much smoother and has much less 
handling look to it. If you don’t own coin then this will teach you 
pretty much the exact same handling on vanishing a coin. Eric has 
made a name for himself world wide with his coin vanish and the 
chat groups are a buzz with letting Sans Minds knowing this is a 
copy. COIN has been around long enough for Sans Minds to know 
that Eric was the creator of this move and why they would go 
ahead and produce this is a mystery. 

Comparing both versions I can see that Eric has taken his vanish 
to lengths Zee has not. Eric has been performing the vanish in 
spectator’s hands which is absolutely out of this world. Zee offers 8 
routines based on the vanish and while they look good they don’t 
compare to Eric’s incredible handling of changing finger rings to 
coins, cards to coins or cigarrettes. I won’t do a long review of this 
item because for me it didn't bring anything new to the table that 
Eric hasn't already covered.

AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
PRICE: $29.95
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCHXeCcqKTc
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ESP BY 
NUMBERS BY 
JOHN BANNON

13 

You display your ESP ability testing deck to your spectator, explain-
ing that the symbols and random numbers featured on the cards 
are used to gauge the extrasensory abilities of members of the 
public. 

For the initial test the spectator freely selects five cards from the 
pack. Despite the hands off, uber clean selection process you 
clearly demonstrate that you predicted not only which five cards 
they would select... but in which order too! 

So far, so incredible, however that is just phase one. The true mo-
ment of astonishment is about to land!!! 

You draw attention back to the random numbers printed on 
each ESP card and ask the spectator to look at the five cards they 
selected and add their numbers together. The spectator has now 
created a totally random number. Indeed you clearly show the 
remaining ESP cards and highlight the fact that had they picked 
ANY other card, the total would have been different. 

Which makes it all the more incredible when you prove, beyond 
a shadow of a doubt, that you predicted the EXACT number they 
would arrive at! Utterly impossible - utterly mindblowing. 

ESP By The Numbers is totally self-working. No sleight of hand. No 
gimmicks. No sticky stuff. Just a brain frying piece of magic that 
you'll want to perform again and again and again!

MY THOUGHTS:
There is no denying it - John Bannon is one of my all time favorite 
creative close-up magicians. One of the reasons I love his work so 
much is that it’s all practical and will fool your audience and more 
often than not magicians as well. This routine is certainly well con-
structed and it uses a very old principle that everybody knows but 
disguised in a way that would fool even those who do know it.

You receive special cards with ESP designs on them and nicely 
packaged in a box as well as the download. As usual John does a 
great job describing the effect plus a huge section on variations of 
the principle using regular playing cards. Personally I found this of 

more use than the effect. While it's a great routine I still felt it lost 
something by having the prediction printed on a card. The reason 
I say this is because it makes the trick seem to mathematical. John 
does have some subtle nuances to disguise all this and make the 
cards appear as though they are random but there was just some-
thing odd about having the outcome printed on a card. Perhaps 
it might just mean if I were to perform it I would write something 
down on my business card.  
 
I think this is probably aimed at the beginner because it has that 
feel about it. It's a self-working trick and you can pretty much 
perform it out of the box as soon as you finish watching the down-
load. To make it seem more realistic or even have more impact, the 
girl in the video didn't seem that surprised, I would probably write 
the prediction down. The other problem with having it printed on 
the card was that you can only do it once and not repeat it if that 
person is watching again. It just becomes more obvious for them if 
the outcome is always the same.

The method is easy and it's a self-working card trick nicely hidden 
by using ESP cards and very topilogical. 

Having said that it's not a bad trick, I think for the beginner it's 
great, and a great introduction to a well known method. As I said 
for me personally I got a lot of value from the ideas using playing 
cards. 

PRICE: $25.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

THE TWIXTER BY 
NEIL TRIGGER 14 

What do you get when you combine two instant card changes 
with an incredibly delicious prediction? The TWIXTER, of course! 
Very visual, and guaranteed to get great audience reactions. 

A great opener 

Along with two card changes, the name of the spectator's selected 
card is shown carved into a Twix chocolate bar (looks real!) that has 
been on the table since the beginning of the performance! 
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Good, funny routine to integrate into street, close-up or walk 
around magic 

Hand-carved, custom-made gimmicks look like real chocolate 

Two predictions - use one or both in the same routine 

Great new card move to integrate into any card routine 

Guaranteed to get great reactions every time using something 
everyone recognizes - chocolate! 

Portable, packs small and plays big 

Durable and versatile 

The TWIXTER, from Trigger Magic, brings into play two Twix bars. 
Every magician needs to have a couple of Twix up their sleeves at 
all times... or in their pocket. As a card reveal, you won't get any 
sweeter than this.

MY THOUGHTS:
You receive two fake Twix's with cards engraved or hollowed out 
underneath and a download teaching Neil's routine.

I must admit I found this a very odd trick. I get the joke about 
saying "I have Twix (tricks) up my sleeve' but I think I would have 
been more impressed if they were real. The two you recieve are 
well made and certainly do look like Twix bars but as soon as the 
spectator touches them they realise they are plastic.   
 
The routine is straight forward. You force a card and it jumps to the 
top, you vanish the card (color change where it turns in to a blank 
card) and it is now engraved on the underneath of the Twix bar. I 
guess I find this just odd because everybody knows that chocolate 
melts and if you had a real Twix bar you would end up with some 
chocolate on the fingers.  Also why would you keep them up your 
sleeve, yes I get the play on words, and then why would you put 
them back in your suit pocket where they would melt. I only say 
this because you are trying to give the impression of a real bar, and 
if you had a real bar you wouldn't do any of that because they the 
chocolate would come off.

I'm not quite sure this was as well thought out as it could have 
been. There is certainly something here but with a little more 
thought it could have been a lot better. 

Not anything I would personally use because I would need to work 
on it to get something out of it that I could use. 

PRICE: $24.95
AVAIALBE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J99y03pK8_s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zs9lHw_Of20
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You display your ESP ability testing deck to your spectator, explain-
ing that the symbols and random numbers featured on the cards 
are used to gauge the extrasensory abilities of members of the 
public. 

For the initial test the spectator freely selects five cards from the 
pack. Despite the hands off, uber clean selection process you 
clearly demonstrate that you predicted not only which five cards 
they would select... but in which order too! 

So far, so incredible, however that is just phase one. The true mo-
ment of astonishment is about to land!!! 

You draw attention back to the random numbers printed on 
each ESP card and ask the spectator to look at the five cards they 
selected and add their numbers together. The spectator has now 
created a totally random number. Indeed you clearly show the 
remaining ESP cards and highlight the fact that had they picked 
ANY other card, the total would have been different. 

Which makes it all the more incredible when you prove, beyond 
a shadow of a doubt, that you predicted the EXACT number they 
would arrive at! Utterly impossible - utterly mindblowing. 

ESP By The Numbers is totally self-working. No sleight of hand. No 
gimmicks. No sticky stuff. Just a brain frying piece of magic that 
you'll want to perform again and again and again!

MY THOUGHTS:
There is no denying it - John Bannon is one of my all time favorite 
creative close-up magicians. One of the reasons I love his work so 
much is that it’s all practical and will fool your audience and more 
often than not magicians as well. This routine is certainly well con-
structed and it uses a very old principle that everybody knows but 
disguised in a way that would fool even those who do know it.

You receive special cards with ESP designs on them and nicely 
packaged in a box as well as the download. As usual John does a 
great job describing the effect plus a huge section on variations of 
the principle using regular playing cards. Personally I found this of 

more use than the effect. While it's a great routine I still felt it lost 
something by having the prediction printed on a card. The reason 
I say this is because it makes the trick seem to mathematical. John 
does have some subtle nuances to disguise all this and make the 
cards appear as though they are random but there was just some-
thing odd about having the outcome printed on a card. Perhaps 
it might just mean if I were to perform it I would write something 
down on my business card.  
 
I think this is probably aimed at the beginner because it has that 
feel about it. It's a self-working trick and you can pretty much 
perform it out of the box as soon as you finish watching the down-
load. To make it seem more realistic or even have more impact, the 
girl in the video didn't seem that surprised, I would probably write 
the prediction down. The other problem with having it printed on 
the card was that you can only do it once and not repeat it if that 
person is watching again. It just becomes more obvious for them if 
the outcome is always the same.

The method is easy and it's a self-working card trick nicely hidden 
by using ESP cards and very topilogical. 

Having said that it's not a bad trick, I think for the beginner it's 
great, and a great introduction to a well known method. As I said 
for me personally I got a lot of value from the ideas using playing 
cards. 

PRICE: $25.00
AVAILABLE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

THE TWIXTER BY 
NEIL TRIGGER 14 

What do you get when you combine two instant card changes 
with an incredibly delicious prediction? The TWIXTER, of course! 
Very visual, and guaranteed to get great audience reactions. 

A great opener 

Along with two card changes, the name of the spectator's selected 
card is shown carved into a Twix chocolate bar (looks real!) that has 
been on the table since the beginning of the performance! 
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Good, funny routine to integrate into street, close-up or walk 
around magic 

Hand-carved, custom-made gimmicks look like real chocolate 

Two predictions - use one or both in the same routine 

Great new card move to integrate into any card routine 

Guaranteed to get great reactions every time using something 
everyone recognizes - chocolate! 

Portable, packs small and plays big 

Durable and versatile 

The TWIXTER, from Trigger Magic, brings into play two Twix bars. 
Every magician needs to have a couple of Twix up their sleeves at 
all times... or in their pocket. As a card reveal, you won't get any 
sweeter than this.

MY THOUGHTS:
You receive two fake Twix's with cards engraved or hollowed out 
underneath and a download teaching Neil's routine.

I must admit I found this a very odd trick. I get the joke about 
saying "I have Twix (tricks) up my sleeve' but I think I would have 
been more impressed if they were real. The two you recieve are 
well made and certainly do look like Twix bars but as soon as the 
spectator touches them they realise they are plastic.   
 
The routine is straight forward. You force a card and it jumps to the 
top, you vanish the card (color change where it turns in to a blank 
card) and it is now engraved on the underneath of the Twix bar. I 
guess I find this just odd because everybody knows that chocolate 
melts and if you had a real Twix bar you would end up with some 
chocolate on the fingers.  Also why would you keep them up your 
sleeve, yes I get the play on words, and then why would you put 
them back in your suit pocket where they would melt. I only say 
this because you are trying to give the impression of a real bar, and 
if you had a real bar you wouldn't do any of that because they the 
chocolate would come off.

I'm not quite sure this was as well thought out as it could have 
been. There is certainly something here but with a little more 
thought it could have been a lot better. 

Not anything I would personally use because I would need to work 
on it to get something out of it that I could use. 

PRICE: $24.95
AVAIALBE: All magic dealers
WHOLESALE: www.murphysmagic.com

http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.murphysmagic.com
http://www.VanishMagazine.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3z5O09bYLKU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wbdGrpRXm2w
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rJ8KDmr1XXU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EQrZLmok9sA






GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION NETWORK!

Get your product sold 
throughout the world.

DEDICATED TEAM TO SERVE YOU!

Our friendly and knowledgeable 
team is here to personally handle 
our dealer and vendors’ needs.

WWW.MURPHYSMAGIC.COM
1.800.853.7403

With 19 years of buying experience,
we find the best products available.

OVER 12,000 PRODUCTS!



GLOBAL DISTRIBUTION NETWORK!

Get your product sold 
throughout the world.

DEDICATED TEAM TO SERVE YOU!

Our friendly and knowledgeable 
team is here to personally handle 
our dealer and vendors’ needs.

WWW.MURPHYSMAGIC.COM
1.800.853.7403

With 19 years of buying experience,
we find the best products available.

OVER 12,000 PRODUCTS!

http://WWW.MURPHYSMAGIC.COM



