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Introduction 

execute practically all basic moves that are necessary for neat and elegant card handling. The tricks 

audience. Consider this lesson as a bonus, where I will teach you three more wonderful tricks, each 
with a different effect:

production
The second is an intriguing coincidence, combined with a location and a prediction.
The third is a demonstration of an apparently extraordinary memory.

Learning Goals

In this lesson you will learn...

…three excellent tricks that can be done at any time with a normal deck of cards 
and how to combine them into a little program.

…how to use the «non-techniques» from Lesson 11.

…various subtleties of card handling that you will be able to use for the rest of your 
life.

…yet another application of a clever mathematical principle.

Belchou Aces
1, 

described with his permission.

Effect

packet turned face up. Cards are dealt according to the values of these cards, but in spite of the 

             12



Lesson

Roberto Giobbi's Introduction to Card Magic 133

Preparation

group of specially arranged cards is called a «set-up» or an «arrangement» when the cards and their 

followed by the balance of the deck. 

Prologue

In my presentation I speak about having handled the cards for many years, every day, for many 
they talk to me.  

you.

Spectator Cuts the Deck Into Four Piles

maintaining the top stock as we’ve learned in Lesson 11 - deliver 
your introductory lines. Place the deck face down on the table and 

does this, keep track of the pile with the setup on top. Here we’ll 
assume it to be farthest to your right. 
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The spectator cuts the deck into 
4 approximately equal packets.

The top card of each packet is 
turned over and said to have...

...a meaning. Cards are dealt on 
the table...

...according to the value of the 
card cut to. Nonetheless...

...the top card of each packet 
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For laypeople it is not easy to estimate four equal packets, but in this particular case it doesn’t 
matter how big or small each packet is, as long as the packet with your set-up consists of at least 
seven cards. 

again in half. In this way all four packets will be approximately the same size and no «correction» 
will be provoked.

You Have Cut Exactly to…

Turn up the top card on each pile and place it in front of its 

Five is of course the top card of your set-up).

could therefore say something along these lines before you turn up the cards, «Please remember that 

exactly
this was quite something. Follow up by turning the other three cards up and naming them aloud. Then 

spectators will look back and wonder if you have a nut loose. 

Le Carte Parlanti

Tie in with the plot established in the prologue and say that the cards are obviously telling us 
something, they are speaking to us. If you say this tongue-in-cheek, the audience will play along. 
Depending on how you sense your audience’s tolerance and playful abilities, you can go a bit further 
by asking, «Do you know what they are telling us?»

Whatever they answer, explain that the Four is telling you to 

by the pile from which you are dealing.
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Follow this by dealing one card onto each of the other three 
piles.

If you need a reason for this, you might say, «Because that’s 
the rule - and I make the rules.» Set the remaining cards you hold 
onto the pile of four dealt cards.

Repeat this procedure with the other three piles, counting 

If you have a high card, such as a Nine, a Ten or a court card, and estimate that you don’t have 
enough cards to reach the full count, explain, «Besides being counted, the cards can even be 
spelled,» -
ing with spelling actually makes the procedure more interesting.
In order to increase attention after two repetitions, on the third card you might say something like, 
«Kings are wild. What value would you like it to have?» 

to which you count or spell.

Grand Finale

will lie on top of all four, which you may reveal to suit any theme 
you wish to give this intriguing piece. 

Lest I forget...

let the 
spectator do all the actions. This will result in you never touching the deck, an amazing feature.
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